
Common Race Committee Signals    
 
 
These are the some of the most common signals made by Race Committees.  
For others, see Rule 4 of the Racing Rules of Sailing and refer to your event's Sailing 
Instructions. 

 
Minutes to 

Start 
Flags & Action Sound Meaning Comments 

5 Class Flag Up¹ Yes Warning Signal Read your SI! 
 

4 Prep Flag Up² Yes Preparatory Signal Motor Off! 
 

1 Prep Flag Down² Yes One Minute to Start Keep the Boat 
moving! 

0 Class Flag Down³ Yes Start Watch for Recalls or 
Restarts. 

¹ As stated in the Sailing Instructions (SI) 
² May be code flags P, I, Z, or I and Z displayed together, or Black flag. 
³ See Sailing Instruction for Signals made for concurrent class starts. Also, see Flags 
explained on reverse side for other signals that may be made by the Race Committee. 
 
Notes: 

- Race Committee may make announcements on VHF as per SI. 
- Time is taken from the visual signal, not the sound signal. 
- An Orange Flag on the RC Boat marks one end of the Start/Finish line. 
- When not used as Prep, a Black flag means Yacht is disqualified. 
- Race Committee will make every attempt to contact yachts starting improperly, 

but visual signals will prevail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other signals that may be made by the Race Committee. 
 (Black background is for display purposes only, actual signal does not have a black border.) 
  

 X-Ray = Individual Recall; you are over early and must restart properly. 

 1st Repeater = General Recall; Fleet just started is called back. 

 P- Papa = commonly used as Prep Flag. 



 I- India = “Round the Ends” Start Rule in effect. 

 Z- Zulu = When not used as Prep, means 20% Scoring Penalty. 

 Y- Yankee = Race Committee directs all participants shall don PFD’s. 

 C- Charlie = When displayed indicates Course Change in effect 

 S- Sierra = When displayed indicates Course has been Shortened. 

 M- Mike = Vessel is on-station replacing a Missing mark. 

 L- Lima = Come within Hail (Or “Follow me” if RC Boat underway) 

 N- November = Race Abandoned, will be resailed. 

 AP- Answering Pennant = Postponement, Start delayed. 
 
Code Flags “AP” and “N” displayed together mean Race Abandoned, return to shore. 
 
 


