
August
M e e t i n g :

We are back
“home”! Our

meetings will be
held at the Florida

Gun and Takle
Club!

Don’t miss out on
the Annual
Auction for

Hubbard House!
Raising money for

a good cause
while having great

food and drinks
with great people.

Wow it’s hot! We are in the Dog Days of Summer and I am looking towards the fall
activities with pleasure. First, I am pleased to announce that the North Florida Cruising
Club is coming home to Florida Gun & Tackle for the August meeting and the rest of the
year. I appreciate all of you who traveled to Beach Marine and the Rudder Club for our
meetings this year. Thank you to both locations for hosting us. Each place has its
advantages but it will be good to be home again.

If you missed the July meeting, you missed the news that Past Commodore Dave Kyser and
Ana Costa are moving to Ft. Walton Beach for an employment opportunity for Dave. I
know many of you missed their presence at our meetings, Dave was out of town on
business for much of the year. Now he has officially tendered his resignation to the Board,
but not to the NFCC. Dave and Ana hope to move right back into our activities when they
return in late 2007. In the meantime, Ana has agreed to continue editing The Windscoopso
be sure to send photos and stories to her for inclusion in our newsletter. Dale Carter has
graciously agreed to serve out Dave’s remaining term on the Board. Please be sure to
welcome him, and I know the Board appreciates his presence.

While on the topic of the Board, don’t forget August is the month in which we put together
our Nominating Committee for the 2007 Board. Rick Elbracht as immediate Past
Commodore will chair the committee, and we will be looking for volunteers to assist him in
putting together a team to lead the NFCC in 2007. If you are interested in serving on the
Nominating Committee or serving as an officer in 2007, be sure to attend the August
meeting.

To welcome everyone back to the Florida Gun & Tackle Club in August, we are hosting our
annual Auction for Hubbard House. We will be grilling Bubba Burgers and serve all the
fixings for $3 a plate. Florida Gun & Tackle will provide the bar as usual.

The auction will be a little different this year. While we welcome the donations of sailing
gear, we will also auction many of the items we would normally be raffling at the
registration party. We will also be collecting donations of paper goods and other household
items for “Stock the Ship”. So bring your non-sailing friends with money, as there should
be something to interest everyone at our auction.

By now, you should have received an e-mail with our donation request letter. Please feel
free to print one or as many as you like. We are looking for items for skipper bags and
raffles. Large or small, we’ll take it all.

This is our 9th Annual Hands on the Helm Women’s Regatta and we are looking forward to
another successful event. The registration party will feature musical guests, “Bofus”. Come
to the lake party to get a preview. 

I look forward to seeing everyone back at the Florida Gun & Tackle for the August auction
and let’s start raising funds for Hubbard House!

Club “Moored” a t home a gain.
Leslie Berdahl - Commodore

August - 2006
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Let us start out with “Gee, we are sorry
we missed the July meeting, but we
were off sailing”. And what a fabulous
trip we had! 

After doing a bottom job in a
whirlwind weekend, we headed north
on the outside. We had a wonder sail up
to Fernandina where we dropped the
hook for the night. Got up early the
next morning and headed out again.
Took full advantage of a beam reach all
the way up to Sapelo Sound where we
again avoided the marina life. This
turned out to be VERY eventful as we
awoke at 4:30 in the morning
wondering why we were “leaning”
when we were on the hook. Needless to
say we soon got the answer to that
question and thus began our wait for
the return of water! 

Around 7:30am we were on our way
again. The plan was to get to
Thunderbolt and plug in sometime in
the early evening. By this time we

would be ready for some AC. Again,
another great sail north. But as luck
would have it, we came in the
Savannah River on an out going current
all the way to the ICW. Following a
long ride/fight in, we finally made our
way to the first and only bridge that we
were going to have to contend with.
They made us wait for almost 45
minutes causing us to idle and spin.
Soooo, after a current fight and a
bridge battle, we pulled a Captain Ron
and ran out of fuel! After almost
crashing into the dock, we finished a
long day of cruising! This had been a
day for the log book.

Savannah was a blast! We met up with
old sailing friends Lamar and Nancy
McDonald. They showed us such a
good time that we ended up staying
four days. When we left them, we had
to go to Jekyll Island for a week to rest
from all of the fun in

Savannah/Tybee/Thunderbolt. 
We are now home and back to work.

But we are ready for the party at the
lake on August the 19th! We are not
going to print the directions to the lake
in the scoop, so you will need to email
us and then we’ll send you a copy.
Remember, this is a Burn-it type meal,
meaning you bring what you want to
burn on the grill. We will supply the
rest of the meal. It is also BYOB. This
will be a great party as we are even
having live music! The band that will
perform will be Bofus. We look forward
to a fun day and a big show of club
members. 

Moving on to September, don’t forget
the raft-up at Cumberland Island
following the Elphick Memorial Ocean
Race Labor Day weekend. More
information on this holiday weekend
event will be in the Scoop next month.
So until the 19th of this month when we
are all together again for a party, stay
cool!

Cruising with Windflo: 2006
Cruise Captains KC Knapp and Katy Sullivan 

Just relaxing after a hard day...

KC and Katy having a great time in Savannah.

KC, Katy, Nancy and Lamar McDonald
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If you missed the
July meeting…
By Commodore Leslie Berdahl

You missed a rare occurrence. Past
Commodore (1984), Tom Moore, invoked
Commodore’s Privilege to speak to the
membership. He graciously allowed me to
recreate some of his remarks here for the
benefit of those who did not attend. The
topic of Tom based his talk on
correspondence between him and Past
Commodore (1980), Arthur Moore
regarding a crossing Arthur, Wini, Tom, and
Nell made in the Atlantic 26 years ago.

From Arthur to Tom on May 25th, 2002:

Dear Tom & Nell,
Tomorrow will be the 23rd anniversary of the
“great departure,” – as no doubt you already
realized. Do you still identify with those
mere chickens in their early to mid fifties?
Remember how concerned Don Shaw was
about us old fogies daring to challenge the
ocean at our advanced age?
Well, maybe it was all a long time ago, but
it was one of the most significant events of
our “younger” life – gracious sakes alive,
we were still working then!
We may mark the event by eating breakfast
in our London Lady T-shirts. Apart from
that the day will proceed much as usual.
Over the course of the coming months we
may from time-to-time recall that “on this
day we sighted the Gibbs Hill light,’or
“This was the day we painted our boat’s
name on the great sea wall at Horta.”
We are so glad that you two were able and
willing to share a part of the adventure with

us, and that you and we are still alive and in
touch. I believe there are very few friends
who have sailed so many miles together, as
shipmates or in company, or sometime in
competition with each other.
It’s true those events live only in memory,
but may we long continue to enjoy them!
Love  Arthur and Wini

From Tom to Arthur on June 28th, 2006:

Dear Arthur and Wini,
What a wonderful “One
Moore Time”!
Your suggestion of sitting
and overlooking “our”
ocean and sort of
reviewing some of the
activities of the
adventurous two families
of Moore was appropriate.
It is good to refresh our
memories.
Although our activities on and about the
ocean may seem strange, dangerous,
foolhardy and irresponsible to many folks;
to the “families of Moore”. It is a perfectly
natural thing for us to have done; we had to
do it.
There are those who have not seen and felt
sunrises and sunsets at sea; and they really
do not know or understand what a
wonderful happening they have missed.
There are also those that simply do not
know, while at sea, how many stars can be
seen or how much starlight is furnished for
one to see object on the vessel and
surrounding sea. There is a whole bunch of
other things about “going to sea’that so
many folks just simply do not know about;
their loss.
Thank you Arthur and Wini for allowing

Nell and me to share our
adventures and “Sea
Stories” with you…
Love Tom and Nell

From Arthur to Tom on
June 29th, 2006:

Dear Tom and Nell,
We’re delighted to hear that
you folks enjoyed your visit

here so much…
As far as we are concerned, sailing is the
most significant activity in which we have
ever participated. As you say, viewed from
outside the circle, sailing may seem
dangerous, foolhardy and irresponsible; it
has sometimes appeared that way from the
inside, too! But as more than one wise
person has pointed out, at least once during
his life, a man should voluntarily participate
in some activity that puts his life in

jeopardy; not to put one’s life in
jeopardy for the thrill of

it, but not to e deterred
from doing

something you
really want to do
because it might
cost you your
life. I never

wanted to climb
Mount Everest,

whether it was dangerous
or not; but I really wanted to sail

across an ocean, and I was willing to take
the risk that bad luck or an error in
judgment, could cost me my life.
Of course it would be irresponsible to do
such a thing while one has a young family
dependent upon one; but the moment
they’ve gone to make their own lives, go
for it !! (Emphasis is mine) Learn as much
as you can about it, develop the skills of
navigation and seamanship, read what is

“Ther e are those who
have not seen and felt

sunrises and sunsets
at sea; and they really do

not know or understand what a
wonderful happening they

have missed.”
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Telltales &
Trees
Chuck Fields - rear commodore

I hope everyone is taking the boat out in
the afternoons this summer. I have been
stuck at home for most of it. About 3
o’clock I find myself hobbling over to the
window to check out the breeze.

There is a huge oak tree about a block

away from my house, and from my back
window I can see it through a “V” of sky
made by the trees in my own back yard.
This is my wind gauge. If its summer and
the leaves don’t move, it will be real hot
because there is no wind. But sometimes
those leaves start to flutter and flap about,
generally in the afternoon. Then it’s time
to grab the boat bag and head to the
marina for some quality time on the river.
Of course if the branches of the old oak
tree are swaying about madly, it might not
be a good idea to go out single-handed.
Bring a crew and take a reef.

Most people go online or read the paper to
find out about current wind conditions.
Since I really don’t believe these people
know what they are talking about, I would
rather look out the window. I mean really,
if a five-day forecast changes every day
why have one?

I haven’t been sailing because of my knee
but I have been looking and wishing that I
could. My daughter didtake me out in our
boat for the first time two weeks ago. She
is working at the Wallgreens pharmacy at
295 and St. Augustine Rd. so she had to
fight rush hour traffic over the Buckman to
take her dad sailing. Made me feel kinda
special.

Last week I also had the chance to sail
aboard the J29 that Bubba Futch just

bought called Cheetah. It is a fun boat to
sail and fast too. We tried to make it for
the Wednesday beer can race on the 26th of
July but it seems everyone was late so we
all just had a good evening sail.

As we were returning to the Rudder Club
we passed under the Buckman Bridge east
of the main channel. Of course as you go
through, the wind is cut off by the bridge
supports and you coast through. We came
up behind two men fishing behind the
main channel fender, actually they were
tied to it. I couldn’t resist sneaking up to
the bow and yelling... “Hey, catch
anything?!!” First they looked up to the
side of the bridge, and then they looked
around on top of channel fender. By the
time one of them turned around and
looked in our direction we were about 25
feet away. Then we tacked and had a good
laugh at the comical expressions they had
as we went by. Is sailing great or what?

I go back to work Friday August 4th. I still
limp a little but hope that it will get better
as time goes by. Hope to see you all on the
water.
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written by those who have done it before
you , copy and adapt. Besides I liked the
idea that it’s an activity which you decide
you will do, you have to dream, to plan, to
carry out the plan, face and solve all the
myriad problems that occur; you alone are
responsible, and you should not plan on
asking someone else to put his life in danger
to come and rescue you if you get in
trouble.
It was our good luck that such good and
capable friends as Nell and yourself were
nearby to add your ideas, to help prepare,
and even to sail part of the way.
And, as you point out the beauty of sunrise
and sunset, the wonder of millions of stars
in the night sky, are things we didn’t
anticipate, and it’s hard to give any idea of
such magnificence to anyone who has never
seen it.
But I could go on and on. Suffice to say we
did it, and no one can take the experience
away.
Our love to you both,  Arthur and Wini

Now, if reading these words does not start a
fire in your heart to start your own
adventure, whether it is sailing across the
seas or some other endeavor, read it again.
Read it again every night. Ladies and
Gentlemen of the North Florida Cruising
Club, we are all part of the great adventure
of sailing. Stop using the yard work, the
housework, and all other mundane activities
as an excuse not to toss the lines on the
docks. Take advantage of this wonderful
waterways location and hone your skills on
the river so that one day we all may have
great adventures of our own!

2006 BOARD MEMBERS2006 BOARD MEMBERS
Leslie Berdahl, Commodore k l b e r d @ j u n o . c o m

Don Gilbert, Vice-Commodore d g i l b e r t . e e 8 2 @ g t a l u m n i . o r g

Chuck Fields, Rear-Commodore i s k a g u a @ c o m c a s t . n e t

KC Knapp & Katy Sullivan, Cruise k a t b 4 u s @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t

Lew Everline, Race g o i n g c r u i s i n g @ h o t m a i l . c o m  

Steve Sutterfield, Treasurer s t e v e @ s u t t e r f i e l d . n e t

Mary Anne Dennis, Secretary m a d e n n i s x @ a o l . c o m

Adam Norwood, Director a h n o r w o o d @ c o m c a s t . n e t

Bill Pierce, Director B p i e r c e @ c f s - f l o r i d a . c o m

David Kyser, Director d a v e k y s e r @ y a h o o . c o m

Ana Costa, Windscoop Editor a n i n h a w 7 9 @ y a h o o . c o m  

Margaret Dean, Webmaster m a r g a r e t k u h n @ y a h o o . c o m



NFCC Historical Photo Contest
Mary Anne Dennis - Secretary

Can you figure out the Who? What? When? Where? And Why?
In each issue of the Windscoop we will publish a photo from the club’s past. The first
person with the most correct answers will win a prize each month. You must come to the
meeting to pick up your prize. Current Board Members and Staff are not eligible. There
can only be one winner per membership within the calendar year. Call Mary Anne at
381-4440 or put your answer in an email to madennisx@aol.combefore the General
Meeting. Good luck!
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North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268

Upcoming
Events:

17 August - NFCC General
Meeting at the Florida Gun &
Tackle Club

19 August - Land Yacht
Party at your Cruise
Captain’s Lake House at
Riley Lake just outside of
Hawthorne

2 September- Elphick
Memorial Race

2-4 September- Cruise to
Cumberland Island

Bring your great photos
(taken this year) to the

next general meeting. You
can enter the annual

contest and your picture
could be the cover of next

year’s Roster. 


