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I’ve been sitting at the Ortega River lately
in the afternoons. The view has changed
considerably since the time Ken and I
moved there 10 years ago to live on our
ketch Nirvana. At the time, between the
Ortega River Bridge and the Roosevelt
Bridge there were four active marinas, three
of which offered space to live-aboards. Now
we are down to one marina that still offers
this option. We lived at Ortega Yacht Club
Marina where there were many live-aboards
and then moved over to Jax Yacht Storage.

Jax Yacht Storage was not considered a
marina because there were no facilities and
parking was behind the office building next
door. The owner was happy to have a live-
aboard on the premises to keep an eye on
the dock. When the owner moved everyone
off the dock so he could dredge, we moved
over to Ortega River Boat Yard, where
again we enjoyed the camaraderie of several
live-aboards. We had many enjoyable years
at ORBYand made many friends.
Unfortunately, as most of you know, ORBY
was sold to condominium developers.
Neighborhood businesses, residents, and the
boating community took on the fight to
keep the boat yard and marina intact. We
won a victory in the council chambers but it
was ultimately undone by politics. Anyone
who looked in the “Homes” section of the
weekend paper recently could not miss the
front-page article describing how
“wonderful for the community” the
condominiums and yacht club (marina
memberships starting at $140K) will be.

Now when I sit at the Ortega River, I see all
the marina buildings leveled and all of the
docks destroyed. A new dock had been built
and there are about a dozen boats where
there were once around 200. By the time
you read this, the new dock will be empty.
The boat owners have been given a deadline
of June 30th to move their vessels elsewhere. 

Jax Yacht Storage is also empty. All of the
boats were moved off so the dock can be
rebuilt. Hopefully, all of those owners will
be able to return when that project is
complete. In the meantime, when I look at
the Ortega River I see upwards of 35 boats
swinging on the hook. While the Ortega

River is the safest place to be in a
hurricane, that many boats on anchor in the
narrow waterway could be disastrous in a
blow.

I write this on the heels of a rumor that
Julington Creek Marina, where many of our
members fled when dockage became a
problem in Ortega, has also been sold for
condominiums. They will be following in
the path of Pablo Creek Marina and Palm
Cove Marina, which were also sold for
condominiums. Beach Marine, who has
already attempted to sell to developers
once, will do so as soon as the right offer
comes along.

The disappearing marinas do not only affect
the boating population but the businesses
we support. As we are forced to move
further south to avoid the encroaching
condominiums, we move our marine supply
purchasing with us. While I may still stop at
the neighborhood boating store to pick up a
planned purchase, the unplanned purchases
will be taking place closer to my boat.
Marine servicing companies will follow the
boats.

While I don’t blame the owners of these
properties for wanting to make the best
possible financial deal, I do wonder at the
wisdom of our elected officials who allow
this practice to continue without offering an
alternative to boaters. There are over thirty
thousand boats registered in Duval County
alone. I am unable to break that down
between sail and power but that’s a lot of
boats! 

When local elections come around again,
remember how the local waterways looked
just two years ago. Do you want to re-elect
the individuals responsible for these
changes? The Waterways Commission is
run by the city council. They told us the
Ortega River Boat Yard was not their
problem. Do you want representatives who
see riverfront condominiums as the wave of
the future but still want to call Jacksonville
“The River City” while they vote against
boaters? Think about it.

SSttooriri es fes frr oom tm t hhee

TT hhirir d Wd Woorldrld
by Vice Commodore Don Gilbert

Well, everyone must have enjoyed
the video presentation by Bill
Harmon on the weather, because I
had many request to put it on DVD.
At least that is what I think you
meant when you told me “to burn
it!”. I really enjoyed the time we
spent recapping some of our more
interesting weather encounters while
cruising. Regarding the weather,
please see my commentary in this
issue.

Our program for July will feature
Manuel Lluberas, our club’s
entomologist, who has vast
experience traveling the world and
supporting efforts, primarily in third
world countries, to minimize the
spread of disease by insects. Manuel
was called to duty in Indonesia and
other countries affected by the
Indian Ocean tsunami. I understand
from others that have seen some of
his documentary that this will be
worth seeing.  By the way, it is good
to have a club entomologist for those
Labor Day trips to Cumberland
Island.

Jacksonville, River City?
Leslie Berdahl - Commodore

Don’t forget our July meeting
will be at the Rudder Club,
located at 8533 Malaga Avenue
(Off of Collins Road).
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Cruising with Windflo: 2006
Cruise Captains KC Knapp and
Katy Sullivan

Not a whole lot of cruise news this month as we
have not seen many of you on the water during
this hot and rainy June. We did, however, see
Don Gilbert and his wife out there for the Full
Moon Raft-up earlier in the month. As you know,
the plan was to raft-up at Hallow’s Cove, but all
of that changed due to a rather warm night. We
ended up having an awesome evening sail and
then headed back to the Rudder Club for a BBQ.
We were then able to plug in and run some air.
We had great crew as Bill Luebker and his lovely
new bride, Lisa, were along for the adventure.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for our lake
party on August 19th. There will be more
information in next month’s Windscoop. 

We will miss all of you at the meeting this
month, but our spirits will be with you as we sail
the northern waters of the great salt pond. 
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Preparing f or the
Weather
by Vice Commodore Don Gilbert
This past month’s program on the weather was
a very timely presentation as hurricane season
is now upon us and we have already
experienced one named storm and one large
low-pressure system in June! I feel compelled
to comment on the importance of being tuned
into the weather as you head out for your day
sail or your long weekend cruises. I believe it
is very important for every sailor to become an
expert weather forecaster so that you can make
intelligent and informed decisions before
heading out or setting course especially in
isolated cruising grounds where English is not
the primary language. It was interesting to hear
all the exciting tales from our experienced
sailors at our last meeting because it illustrates
two important facts. One, no matter how
experienced you are, weather will catch you off
guard eventually, and two, with knowledge,
preparation, and quick reactions, everyone can
survive those storms that come from nowhere.
My suggestion for all of us, new and old-timers
alike, is to continue to be aware of developing

weather and constantly thinking of how you
would react in case the worst occurs.
Remember, you know your boat and you know
yourself, but you may not know your crew
capabilities. So have an action plan, share it
with your crew, and then work it when you first
consider the need. Do not be too shy to seek
local knowledge and advice, but as captain, be
prepared to make your own decisions
concerning the safety of your boat and crew.
Finally, routinely study weather forecasts and
then visually watch the changing skies,
temperatures and pressures as the weather
materializes to get a sense on how to read it
yourself in the future. May you only experience
fresh breezes and calm seas, but whether you
do or not, you need to leave the dock and go
sailing!

2006 BOARD MEMBERS2006 BOARD MEMBERS
Leslie Berdahl, Commodore k l b e r d @ j u n o . c o m

Don Gilbert, Vice-Commodore d g i l b e r t . e e 8 2 @ g t a l u m n i . o r g

Chuck Fields, Rear-Commodore i s k a g u a @ c o m c a s t . n e t

KC Knapp & Katy Sullivan, Cruise k a t b 4 u s @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t

Lew Everline, Race g o i n g c r u i s i n g @ h o t m a i l . c o m  

Steve Sutterfield, Treasurer s t e v e @ s u t t e r f i e l d . n e t

Mary Anne Dennis, Secretary m a d e n n i s x @ a o l . c o m

Adam Norwood, Director a h n o r w o o d @ c o m c a s t . n e t

Bill Pierce, Director B p i e r c e @ c f s - f l o r i d a . c o m

David Kyser, Director d a v e k y s e r @ y a h o o . c o m

Ana Costa, Windscoop Editor a n i n h a w 7 9 @ y a h o o . c o m  

Margaret Dean, Webmaster m a r g a r e t k u h n @ y a h o o . c o m

UpcomingUpcoming

EventsEvents

20 July - NFCC General
Meeting @ the Rudder
Club

17 August - NFCC
General Meeting

19 August - Land Yacht
Party at your Cruise
Captain’s Lake House
at Riley Lake just
outside of Hawthorne
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Sail Fast, Live Slow
Through the Summer

Lew Everline - Race Captain

I just returned from a great nine day
bareboat charter in the British Virgin Islands
(by the way, call me BEFORE you book a
charter with Sunsail) where it is the season
of tropical waves rolling through every few
days.  Sailing was mostly in the 18-25 kt
range and one day it blew over 40 kts for
most of the afternoon.  Fortunately, we had
already picked up a mooring when it was
only blowing 30 so we could sit at the
Soggy Dollar Bar and watch the folks trying
to do it when it was blowing near 50, while
we got a sandblast skin treatment and
nursed another Painkiller!

But it also served to remind me that
hurricane season is upon us and I am sure
that most of you are putting together your
hurricane strategy for your speed machines.
It is that time when we pay more attention
to the weather (I find the best are
crownweather.com and bouyweather.com)
looking for the storms, sitting at home for
lack of wind, and not worrying too much
about racing as the fall season is still several
months away.  Well, don’t forget about the
Moonlight Regatta out of the Rudder Club
on July 8th and then there is plenty of time to
spend some effort tuning up for the fall

races and up your game a notch to put more
‘brag flags’in the rigging!

Getting the most out of your boat on the
racecourse sometimes seems like a bit of
black art, but with the internet you can get a
whole lot of info for a little surfing time.
Like most PHRF fleets, we have a wide
variety of manufacturers represented and
boats from mildly disguised racers to
comfortable cruisers (and even a Cape
Dory) and some so old as to maybe think no
information could possibly be available for
them.  Well, think again, I am always
amazed how many owner’s websites are out
there for even the most obscure, out of
production boats, and many with rig tuning
tips and links to other sources of
information.

Probably the best sources of information on
tuning are the sailmakers.  These folks make
their livings by putting their sails at the
front of the fleet.  Many specialize in a
particular class or manufacturer (for
instance Beneteau/Neil Pryde) and have
excellent tuning guides available on their
websites.  If you can’t find what you are
after, give them a call.  I have never found a
sailmaker who was not willing to spend a
few minutes giving out advice, no matter
how dumb the question was.  Maybe it is
just the time for that new sail you have been
thinking about.  Nothing is faster than a
well-tuned boat with a new set of sails.  Sail
technology and design are getting better all
the time and it is tough to beat the guy with
new sails with old tired ones.

This also goes for the manufactures, as they
rely on race wins to sell boats and are
willing to help you with your problems as
well.  They will be able to tell you if your
boat sails faster with the
mast raked fore or aft, what
angle of heel is fast, etc.
They should also be able to
provide you with the polars
on your model and with that
you will know where your
boat is fast and where it is
not and what target speeds to
shoot for on each point of
sail.  These can be very

enlightening and help you to get to know
your boat all over again.  

If you still haven’t found the specific
information you are after, try a more general
search, like “masthead rig, tuning” and I
assure you that enough information will
come up to keep you busy for an evening
going through it all, or use up all of your
paper trying to print it out.  You will find
lots of opinions out there and in the end you
will have to try out what you think best suits
your own boat.  That is a good time to get a
friend and his boat out and sail against each
other, make some changes you think will
help, and see how you do against his
unchanged boat.  Faster? Slower?  Not all
changes will make you faster and some trial
and error is needed to dial her in.

Or, of course, you can take the old girl
down to Holland Marine and have Tom
Holland tune her up for you or really bite
the bullet and buy a new sled from Jeff
Knoll at St Barts and really go fast!!
(Shameless plug for our race sponsors!)

Best wishes to all of you for a summer of
good winds, no storms, fast sailing and slow
living.  Spend some time getting ready for
fall racing and have fun doing it.

See you on the race course.

Authorized Dealer

904-724-2600

Receive 10% OFF with this ad

Ask for Nino ext 204

with Voice Mail, Caller ID

   New as low as $100 a mo.

For SailFor Sail

1981 Hunter 33
Ready to race and cruise!

$24,000 - 26,000
Don Gilbert 591-0999
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Springing back  into summer!
Chuck Fields - Rear Commodore

There is nothing worse than having to write an article
about something when you have been cooped up for a
month. At least I’m not on crutches any more so
things are looking up. I had some muscle loss and the
tear in the cartilage in my knee is small and will not
require surgery. So another month of physical therapy
and I can go back to work. I am working on
reservations for the Rear Commodore’s cruise which
will be on November 18th. It will happen at Spring
Park in Green Cove Springs right next to the city
dock. I was going to do a low country boil but I am
thinking of deep-frying a turkey since it is so close to
Thanksgiving. Anyway I should have plenty of time
to plan. Hope to see you all soon.

NFCC Historical Photo Contest
Mary Anne Dennis - Secretary

Can you figure out the Who? What? When? Where? And Why?
In each issue of the Windscoop we will publish a photo from the club’s past.
The first person with the most correct answers will win a prize each month.
You must come to the meeting to pick up your prize. Current Board Members
and Staff are not eligible. There can only be one winner per membership
within the calendar year. Call Mary Anne at 381-4440 or put your answer in an
email to madennisx@aol.combefore the General Meeting. Good luck!

Last month’s winner was Bob McClemens. The photo was of Helen Sullivain,
Allen Jones, Nina Guidi and Sandy Elbracht at the skippers’meeting before
the 2005 FCOC.

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268

Bring your
great
photos

(taken this
year) to
the next
general

meeting.
You can

enter the
annual

contest
and your
picture

could be
the cover
of next
year’s

Roster. 


