
March 2006

Cruising with a
friend…
by Vice Commodore Don Gilbert

It sure was great to hear first hand
Charlie Para’s Atlantic crossing
experience and to get some sage advice
for some of us who might be planning
the same experience. 

Do you sometimes feel Déjà vu? Well…
how would you like to have a friend
who is available 24 hours a day seven
days a week and willing to come to your
aid no matter where you are out on the
waterways of North America and even
the Bahamas? For a very low annual fee
you can have such a friend within VHF
shouting distance to shore. A Sea Tow
representative will speak to us at our
March meeting about their program and
benefits of membership as well as some
interesting stories of their experience
serving the boating community of our
waterways. 

The following April program will be
timely considering the FCOC offshore
event is the following week. Our
program will focus on boat safety and
maybe some survival facts that we hope
we never need but should know.

The May program will feature some of
our club members and perhaps you,
discussing boating etiquette and flag
etiquette. These are very important
aspects of cruising that are often not
communicated to new boaters.

I look forward to seeing you all at our
general meetings and hope you enjoy
these programs.

At the February general meeting, I announced
that the board looked at the income and
expenses for the club and decided to make
some changes. Instead of spending most of our
income on publishing the Windscoop in a nice
glossy format on fancy paper, we will be
cutting printing costs and trying some other
options. Next month, the Windscoop’s printing
and mailing may be coming to you courtesy of
Vernon Dean and Adam Norwood. Ana Costa
is still the editor. Please give your feedback
on the quality of the
product to the board
via e-mail or at the
April meeting. We have
a couple of other options
for printing that we are
also looking at. Your
opinion is very
important to us so let
us know what you
think.

Another Windscoop
issue discussed at the
February meeting is to
take the newsletter
electronic and avoid
publishing costs altogether. Throughout this
year, Ana and Margaret will be working on
fine-tuning the process so the website will
always have the most current issue of the
Windscoop available for reading and printing.
The 2006 renewal application will have an
additional block for you to mark whether you
want to have your Windscoop mailed or an
electronic notification that the website has been
updated with the latest edition. We are very
excited about these innovations and look
forward to using the funds saved to provide
more fun and more parties for our members.

Speaking of fun, how about that February
meeting? I want to thank Bill and Beverly
Pierce for arranging our fabulous meeting

place in the old club H2O. Beverly Pierce
provided a gourmet spread and with Vernon
serving drinks clad in a tiara, well what could
be more fun than that? Well, we are going to
up the ante for March. Vernon has asked for a
Parrot-Head Party and since he is the
unofficial bartender of Club H2O, who am I to
say no? So, bring your best Buffett and wear
your favorite Hawaiian shirt. There will be
prizes for Best Parrot-Head, Tackiest Hawaiian
Shirt, Best Hawaiian Shirt and anything else

we can think of! You must be
present to win! This means you
have to stay for the (I promise!)
short business meeting. So come
ready to party but please be

courteous during Don’s program and
our short (I promise!) meeting.

Membership alert: The cut-off
date for membership renewals was
March 1. That does not mean you
can’t still renew but you won’t
make it into the roster until the
supplement comes out in the fall. If
you want to stay abreast of what’s

going on with the club and enjoy all
the great activities Lew, Katy, and K.C. have
planned; make sure you get your renewal to
Adam Norwood. 

Rosteralert: Aga and Bubba are working on
the 2006 roster as the Windscoop goes to press,
and it will be ready either for March or April.

April meeting change alert: Don’t forget to
mark your calendar for the April meeting. It
will be one week early due to the FCOC taking
place on our regular meeting night.

I look forward to seeing you all at Beach
Marine for the March meeting/Parrot-Head
Party!

Nor th Florida Cr uising Club

Saving $$ but still having fun!
By Commodore Leslie Berdahl

Our General Meeting /
Parrothead P arty will
be at Beach Marine!!!



Cruising with Windflo 2006
Cruise Captains KC Knapp and
Katy Sullivan

This issue of the Windscoopfinds us in
between cruises, which prevents us from
having a lot of cruise news! We are
however, looking forward to the St. Paddy’s Day
cruise on March the 18th.  Windflo will leave the docks
at the Rudder Club at 11:00 am on the 18th, so anyone
wanting to make the cruise downtown to
the Landing with us will be most
welcome! It’s always a sight to behold
when there is a lot of cloth on the river
sailing together.  Hopefully the wind
Gods (and the current) will be in our
favor, and we’ll have a wonderful race,
oops, we mean cruise downtown. We’ll
be looking for everyone around 4:30 or
5:00 at which time we’ll make the big
decision as to where we want to hammer
down a few cools ones and have dinner.
Sunday morning, we will have Bloody
Marys aboard Windfo and then your
Cruise Captains will be sailing away for a
week of fun in the sun as that is our
Spring Break. Yippee! 

So folks, if you still haven’t gotten your
boat out of the slip, plan to do so for the
St. Paddy’s Day Cruise. Should be lots of
fun and don’t forget to wear green even
though the official St. Patrick’s Day will
have been the day before. Who cares? We
don’t need an excuse to get out on the
water and have some fun…J

RAFTING-UP?
Check out “Rafting Ettiquete”

article on page 6

Leslie Berdahl, Commodore k l b e r d @ j u n o . c o m

Don Gilbert, Vice-Commodore dg i l be r t . ee82@gta lumn i . o rg

Chuck Fields, Rear-Commodore i s k a g u a @ c o m c a s t . n e t

KC Knapp & Katy Sullivan, Cruise k a t b 4 u s @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t

Lew Everline, Race go ingc ru i s i ng@ho tma i l . com 

Steve Sutterfield, Treasurer s t e v e @ s u t t e r f i e l d . n e t

Mary Anne Dennis, Secretary m a d e n n i s x @ a o l . c o m

Adam Norwood, Director a h n o r w o o d @ c o m c a s t . n e t

Bill Pierce, Director B p i e r c e @ c f s - f l o r i d a . c o m

David Kyser, Director d a v e k y s e r @ y a h o o . c o m

Ana Costa, Windscoop Editor a n i n h a w 7 9 @ y a h o o . c o m  

2006 Board Members2006 Board Members

Beach Marine is located on the northeast side of the
McCormick Bridge (Beach Blvd. over the ICW).  The

meeting will be held inside/outside (weather
permitting) of the old H2O Club.  Look just east of

the 3-story office building.
If you have any questions or need more information

feel free to contact Bill Pierce at 318-1783 or
bpierce@cfs-florida.com.

NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com
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Race Captain ’s Repor t
by Lew Everline

Sometimes you just get lucky.  The weather
prediction for the Spring River Race was for
winds 10-14 knots from the SSE and
shifting S to SWlater in the afternoon.
There was a 30-70% chance of
thunderstorms in the afternoon; depending
on which forecaster you listened to.  But as
the race committee drove to pick up the
committee boat at 7:30 am there was NO

wind and the rain was coming down
hard.

The committee boat arrived at
Whitney’s at 9:30 to NO wind and
dark clouds but at least no rain.  The
combatants arrived one by one all
dressed for battle in their bibs and
foulies looking serious and not real
happy.  The courses were announced
and the grumbles about shortening the
course could already be heard in the
background.  The committee boat moved on
station and your race captain and committee
Guy Anderson started the ‘wind dance’
hoping that the powers that be would come
through with a little horsepower to get the
boats around the course.

Maybe they are good dancers (not!) or the

planets were in proper alignment or they
just got lucky, but 10 minutes before the
first warning the wind began to build and
about 8 knots was blowing at
the start and built to 12 plus
before the end of the race.
And it even came from the
forecast direction!!  And
then the sun came out!!!

So we ended up with a great
race, about 8 miles long for
the spinnaker fleet and 6 for the combined
non-spinnaker and cruiser group.  The

course was a
windward /
leeward with the
spinnaker fleet
having multiple
short legs with
lots of mark
roundings and
spinnaker
hoists/dousing.
What looked like
a wet, shortened

course exercise saw Tom Bell and Whisper
lead the 12 boat fleet home in 1:41:14
(actual) in bright sunshine.

Many of the racers gathered back at
Whitney’s and enjoyed a fine feed prepared
by Vernon Dean and shared the usual racing
lies and excuses with each other.  The

winners were
announced at the
after race
festivities and at
the next event we
will be awarding
the trophies.

Leading home the
spinnaker group
was Tom Bell and
his crew of
thousands on ‘Whisper’ followed by Hal

Neill on ‘Talisman’who just
squeaked by Hal Runnfeldt
and ‘Cracker Jack’by a mere
23 seconds corrected.  The
combined Non-
Spinnaker/Cruiser group was
schooled by Charlie Johns on

Non-Spin ‘Liberty
Call’ who won by
5 minutes
corrected time
over Jim
Callahan’s first in
Cruiser  ‘Sea Star’
who topped Don
Gilbert and
‘Koinonia’ in
second.  Gone
were the bibs, foulies and long faces as the
racers arrived home in shorts, tee shirts and
beaming smiles.  Sometimes you just get
lucky…

Special Note: The Blue Max Race will be
April 1st. (No fooling!) and the location
may be changed. (Slated for Whitney’s, may
be moved to Holland Marine @ GCS)
Check the club web-site for updates. 

Continued on page 5

Carole A. Traynham
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Coming EventsComing Events

16 March –NFCC General
Meeting, 1845 @ Beach Marine

18 March – St. Patrick’s Day
Cruise @ Jacksonville Landing

1 April – Blue Max Race

13 April – NFCC General Meeting
(Note: 1 Week Early)

15 April – Cruise to Safe Harbor
@  S.H. Boys Home

19-22 April – First Coast Offshore
Challenge

4 May – Party @ Green Cove
Springs

6 May – RC- Mug Race

27 May – NFCC Race (and cruise)
to St. Augustine

“Adopt-A-Racer” Coming Soon
Chuck Fields - Rear Commodore

The Spring River Race sent February out with a bang. There was a good
turn out. The rain that was forecast did not appear. There was a nice
breeze for most of the day but it was not cold. 
My crew was a friend of mine who is a Navy Seabeethat had recently
come home from Iraq. This was the first time we had a chance to talk
since he returned. Even though we did not do well in the race, we had a
good time. And the way I see it, if you never get more than 200 yards
from the start line and are going to be DNF, you might as well hang
around and get some good race finish photos!
In my April article, I’ll be announcing the NFCC “Adopt-a-Racer”
schedule and details. Also, my work schedule has changed and I am now
working a Monday through Friday. Unfortunately from 3 to 11 PM. This
should be only for a few months. The good side is I will be able toattend
more races and cruises and I am looking forward to it. 
Remember, race ...cruise...enjoy life.I hope to see you all soon.

About our Treasure...
Steve Sutterfield - Treasurer

First of all, let me reiterate the Windscoop will
continue.  What the apparent hubbub is about is
the cost of producing a nice glossy folded
newsletter and sending it to you.  Last year we
spent over $3000 to print, fold, address, stamp
and mail the Windscoop and Roster to you, even
though Futch Printing has given us a great deal.  This year the Board has
looked at publishing only on our web site and sending an email to let you
know where and when to see the new version of the newsletter.  The web
copy could be in color with more pages, not limited by postage.  We have
also looked at self-publishing (printing on a local ink-jet printer or
photocopies at a local print shop).   The copy you will see next month will
reduce the cost by $100 a month by using a photocopier instead of offset

printing (Bubba can explain the
difference).  I have already
heard from some of you that
would be interested in just the
email/web version so that you
could just hit print while others
want a paper copy for their boat
or other place.  Since this is
your club, please let us know
what you think.

By the way, after some of the
annual bills (insurance, US
Sail, PO Box rental, etc), the
general membership has over
$3200 in the bank now.

Authorized Dealer

904-724-2600

Receive 10% OFF with this ad

Ask for Nino ext 204

with Voice Mail, Caller ID

   New as low as $100 a mo.

ONLY $119 PER YEAR FOR FREE UNLIMITED
TOWING ANYWHERE YOU BOAT!

(904) 220-7500
“PEACE OF MIND”
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Mor e scoop on the
‘Scoop…
By Director & Past-Commodore Dave
Kyser

As you’ve already read in the
Commodore and Treasurer’s articles, 
the Windscoopis being “throttled-back”
to save costs. This will generate an
immediate savings. Some of you died-in-
the-wool traditionalists, like me, may
initially have a concerned response to
this, but wait...there is a very positive side
to this: The online Windscoopwill be
even more fabulous! It’s a little more
work for our ‘Scoop editor Ana, as there
will essentially be two versions. Ana will
make a full color version for publishing
on the NFCC web site, then make the
B&W version (less gizmos, and photos
edited for B&W) for the board to make
copies from to mail out. Any member that
wishes to save the club moneycan opt-out
of the mailed B&Wversion and view it
online or print your own full color version
right from the web site! Just go to
www.nfccsail.com

You can opt-out now, if you like. Just
let Director and Membership Chairman
Adam Norwood know:
ahnorwood@comcast.net

I’d like to express a sincere thanks to
Bubba and Aga Futch, longtime members,

and owners of Futch Printing, who have
given the club such fine service (and
great rates!) all these years.

As Commodore Leslie said, the
renewal form for next year will give
you (and new members) the option to
select which method you’d like. We
realize there are still a few members
who aren’t online, can’t print out stuff
from the web site, or just really want
the printed issue delivered to them. It is
Leslie’s intent to make sure those
members are taken care of. 

So, e-mail us photos of NFCC events
and people for inclusion in the
Windscoopand/ or the club web site!

Ship Store
We have many items in the ship store
ready to go for the well-dressed NFCC
member. Hats, shirts, burgees, etc. Well,
OK, you don’t wear a burgee, but your
boat does! Visit me at the next meeting
should you need NFCC apparel. Also,
please feel free to give me input on
what you’d like to see in our inventory.

WILLIAM HENR Y
BOATS, INC.

Custom Boat Building - 8’Dinghy to 21
ft. Sport Fishing Boats 

Custom Wood Restoration - Proud
NFCC Member
On-site available

Terrance Patrick Sullivan 
Owner

8452-3 Herlong Rd. 
Jacksonville, Florida 32210

Office 786-7760  •  Cell 635-8377

Race Report Continued- Results
Note of clarification regarding the results of Saturday’s Spring River Race………

The results racers received showed the Non-Spin and Cruiser results as they finished in
the combined race.  There were 5 boats total in that race, 2 were Non-Spin and 3 were
Cruiser.  The race was a combined start for two classes and therefore the finish for that 

race should be noted as:

Charlie Johns Liberty Call 1st Non-Spin
Jim Callahan Sea Star 1st Cruiser
Don Gilbert Koinonia 2nd Cruiser

Tr ophies will be awarded as follows:

Tom Bell Whisper 1st Spinnaker
Hal Neill Talisman 2nd Spinnaker
Hal Runnfeldt Cracker Jack 3rd Spinnaker
Charlie Johns Liberty Call 1st Non-Spinnaker
Jim Callahan Sea Star 1st Cruiser
Don Gilbert Koinonia 2nd Cruiser

Web site tip:
If you go to the NFCC web site to print out the Windscoop, you’ll need Adobe Acrobat
Reader 5.0 or higher, or any of the other PDF readers. Your editor’s personal favorite is
the Foxit Reader, a free PDF reader/viewer/printer. It runs significantly faster than the
clunky Adobe program, takes way less space, and doesn’t keep bugging you about
updates like Adobe does. The free download is at: http://www.foxitsoftware.com/
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1) When approaching a raft of vessels, communicate with the raft
ahead of time to determine which side to approach, and which side
your fenders and lines should be rigged on. (If you will need to leave
the raft earlier than the group, communicate that early and expect to
stand-off and be the last one joined, so as not to inconvenience
others) 

2) Never approach a raft unless your fenders and lines are completely
ready to go. (Lines mean: a bow line, stern line, and spring lines fore
and aft) 

3) If there is a raft coordinator, please do not argue with his/her
directions. (Even if the raft coordinator seems abnormally stupid!) 

4) The vessel you approach to raft with has the authority/permission
to reject your vessel if your fenders and lines are not adequate. It’s
not their fault your fenders are inadequate! 

4A) Get REALfenders, not the little fenders with the naked
mermaid, nope, big ones...PFD’s DO NOTcount as fenders! Old
nasty ones with the texture of sandpaper will be rejected also. (Hint:
Fender-skirts will help fenders remain quiet as the two boats move
next to each other, and will help to get a good nights sleep!) 

5) If asked by the raft coordinator to deploy an anchor, assess
whether you need to do it before or after joining the raft. 

5A) Depending on weather forecasts, every second or third boat may
have an anchor out unless a current switch is suspected. Calculate
when the currentswitch will be and make sure people are on deck
during that time. (Go figure, in the St. Johns! Current switch, really?)
If expecting bad weather during the night, consider breaking the raft
before everybody retires for the evening.

5B) If rafting at City dockage, remember the rafting is limited to five
deep, and the third and fifth boats in the raft mustalso have lines
going all the way to the dock.  

6) Once you tie up with the raft, sailboats please ensure your
spreaders are not parallel with the spreaders of the vessel next to you. 

In an ideal world, with everybody showing up at the same time, we
would put the biggest boats in the middle, and tie up in descending
size-order, and line up the transoms, which would keep the spreaders
apart. (But we know you’re not going to all show up at the same
time...) 

7) Once in the raft, please exercise normal boating etiquette: 

a. Please no loud music unless group consent.

b. No black or dark-soled shoes. 

c. Ask for permission to cross other’s vessels.

d. If you are able to drop your lifelines, please do so in an area that
may facilitate safe crossings, like the cockpit. 

e. If you have a dinghy, please ensure it is tied in such a manner as to
not touch other boats.

f. Please refrain from using a Generator except if absolutely
necessary. 

8) Please do not barbecue with charcoal-style barbecues in a raft as
ashes may go on other boats. (Propane works best.) If there are
gasoline powered boats in the raft, open flames of any sort are a bad
idea. (Open flames are forbidden at all City dockage.)

9) It is EVERYONES responsibility to be safe. Please keep alert, and
if you have an anchor down, regularly check that the raft is not
dragging anchor. Being in a raft does not mean you don’t have to
have your anchor light on! 

10) When the raft breaks-up, please assist the boat outboard of you in
getting underway. (Hint: Take pictures of each other’s vessels as they
join and leave the raft, or under sail on the way to and from the raft,
and trade them later!) 

11) Have Fun and be Safe!

Submitted by Director & Past-Commodore Dave Kyser. 

RAFTING ET TI QUET TE: 

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268


