
Thank you for the opportunity you allowed
me to serve as your commodore in 2006.
Our board faced an instant challenge when
the Florida Gun & Tackle Club began their
renovations at the first of the year and we
had to find a new temporary home. Bill and
Beverly Pierce stepped up to the plate and
arranged for us to meet at Beach Marine. It
was an awesome location made even better
by the bartending skills of Vernon Dean and
the culinary gifts of Beverly Pierce. The
months we met at Beach Marine were
exciting and we had some great times. 

However, warm weather intruded and lack
of air-conditioning in the clubroom was
going to be a problem. Up stepped Katie
Sullivan and K.C. Knapp, members of both
NFCC and the Rudder Club, and offered to
speak to the Rudder Club on our behalf. We
successfully moved our meetings across the
river to the Rudder Club for the summer
months. We not only held our meeting there
but also once again held the Hands on the
Helm registration party and race at their
facility. 

In October, we received the good news that
the NFCC could come home to Florida Gun
& Tackle. Again, it was through the efforts
of our members, in this case, Alan and
Linda Jones, which secured a meeting
facility for the NFCC.

All of this moving around created wonderful
opportunities for our club. Some of our
members who live in the beaches area were
able attend some of our meetings for the
first time in a while. When we moved to the
Rudder Club, some of our membership who

live further south and west had an easier
ride. I appreciate all of our members who
made efforts to attend our meetings, no
matter what the location and I truly
appreciate the cooperation of the other
organizations who worked with us to assure
NFCC would have a place to meet.

The location changes created a theme for
the year: Cooperation and Support. We
needed the cooperation of these other
organizations to have a place to meet and
we needed the membership to support our
moves and attend the meetings and events.
We needed the membership to support a
project of another type as well. With the
meetings on the move and facing a budget
crisis, this year the NFCC made the move
from a printed newsletter to an electronic
version. This change, which put us in the
financial position to afford some of our
meeting locations, moved the NFCC into
the wireless age. For the first time, when we
needed to get information to our
membership quickly, we sent email
announcements. We still used a calling tree
for unexpected moves but having email
access guaranteed we reached 95% of the
membership with last minute changes.

While we still have room for improvement,
the NFCC is moving towards the future in
using communication tools to have better
access to the membership and the
membership has better access to the board.
None of this would be possible without the
cooperation and support of you, the
member. Once again, I thank you for the
opportunity to serve and may God bless.

What a year it has been!!
Leslie Berdahl - Commodore

Voting Time

Our last General Meeting
of the year will be
November16th, at the
Florida Gun & Tackle
Club. It will be your
chance to have a great time
with your good friends at
the NFCCand to vote for
the 2007 board. 
It is also your last chance
to enter the Photo Contest!
Bring your photos to the
meeting ready to post for
display. We will be voting
on the 4 categories at this
next meeting. The best
overall photo goes on the
cover of next year’s Roster.
Remember to print on
photo copy paper with
photo size not bigger than
4 x 6 inches. 

November - 2006



NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com

The last weekend in October proved to
be an absolute blast! Literally! We
headed out for the Air Show early
Friday morning. The winds were
blowing, but it was a very comfortable
breeze. We were the only boat from the
club there and it was just the two of us
on board, which was not the norm for
us on a weekend adventure. Anyway,
the show was great and the weather
could not have been better, but as the
show came to an end around 4PM, the
Coasties motored up to tell us that 30 to
60 knot winds were expected during the
night! Yikes! So we pulled up the hook
and went to hide. B&B had joined us by
this time, so we both ducked to the
north end of the runway behind the
point. After a couple of drinks, we said
good night with plans to move in the
morning to begin the raft-up. 

This is when the “fun” began.
Following dinner, the captain decided to
fall sound asleep leaving the first watch
to his first mate. The storm hit with the
hardest rain that these parts have seen
since the storms a couple of years ago!
So much for keeping an eye on the land
or even the top of the mast for that
matter as the rain made it impossible to
see anything at all. This lasted for what
seemed like hours. Once the rain had
pasted, sleep was in order. Everything
was calm and we had not moved an
inch.

Around 7AM the wind picked up to a
steady 33knots right out of the west. At
this point, our anchor decided to wrap
around the keel and depart from the
bottom of the river leaving us hurtling
toward the shoreline! KC went to the
bow to tug with all of his might while I
motored as hard as Windflo could go in
reverse. We took on a lot of water, but
she finally broke free. I guess these are
the times when you test your stress
levels!

After all of that excitement, we were
ready for the Air Show! We had six
boats rafted up and several more that

were unable to tie up to us. Four boats
stayed all night. And it was a bumpie
night to say the least.

Sunday was a small group. Three
sailboats and a bass boat did the deed
for the day. We had lots of family and
friends aboard Windflo and tons of great
food! Wonderful weekend, for sure!

Our last event is this weekend at
Plummer’s Cove. This will be a raft-up
and chili cook off starting around 4PM.
If it is too windy, we can move to the
Rudder Club right across the river. Jolly
Dancer has invited everyone to their
place down the river for breakfast. Try
to get out and enjoy the fun before the
weather gets too cold to go out for the
night.
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2006 BOARD MEMBERS2006 BOARD MEMBERS
Leslie Berdahl, Commodore k l b e r d @ j u n o . c o m

Don Gilbert, Vice-Commodore d g i l b e r t . e e 8 2 @ g t a l u m n i . o r g

Chuck Fields, Rear-Commodore i s k a g u a @ c o m c a s t . n e t

KC Knapp & Katy Sullivan, Cruise k a t b 4 u s @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t

Lew Everline, Race g o i n g c r u i s i n g @ h o t m a i l . c o m  

Steve Sutterfield, Treasurer s t e v e @ s u t t e r f i e l d . n e t

Mary Anne Dennis, Secretary m a d e n n i s x @ a o l . c o m

Adam Norwood, Director a h n o r w o o d @ c o m c a s t . n e t

Bill Pierce, Director B p i e r c e @ c f s - f l o r i d a . c o m

Dale Carter, Director s p a n i r i s h @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t

Ana Costa, Windscoop Editor a n i n h a w 7 9 @ y a h o o . c o m  

Margaret Dean, Webmaster m a r g a r e t k u h n @ y a h o o . c o m

Cruising With Windflo: 2006
Cruise Captains: KC Knapp and Katy Sullivan
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The NFCC hosted races came to an end on a
beautiful fall Saturday in October with a
good turn out of boats and good racing in all
classes.  Due to a scheduling conflict, the
race was relocated to the Rudder Club at the
last minute and a special thanks goes out to
the Rudder Club for the use of their
facilities.

Vice Commodore Don Gilbert was kind
enough to provide his new boat for RC
duties (OK, we know he was just wanting to
show it off!) and a windward/leeward
course was set for a 3pm start.  The start
was scheduled late in order to capture the
afternoon sea breeze, but the winds still
came and went and ultimately the course
was shortened to allow everyone time to get
back to their docks.  

While the Race Committee relaxed and
caught some of the college football games
in the air conditioned comfort of Koinonia’s
salon, the competition was keen on the race
course with winds generally around 10-14
knots.  When the wind slacked, the RC
shortened course and, of course, the wind
filled back in and the boats had a powerful
shy reach to the shortened finish line.

Storming home first to finish and first in
Spinnaker was Tom Bell’s Whisperwho
seemed to revel in the freshening
conditions.  Second in Spinnaker was Hands
on the Helm winner Pam Mercer on her J24
Magic and correcting to third after finishing
second on course was Brent Fulton’s
Ultimate 24 Boom. It was great fun for the
Race Committee to watch the Spinnaker
class finish with the crews fighting to carry
chutes on the tight, windy reach, great
action!!

Non-Spinnaker action saw Michael Doran
grab the win for St Augustine Yacht Club on
Sky Bird.  Second was Mike Murawsky on a
venerable old Morgan 24, High Cotton
showing once again what good boats some
of the old Morgans were (are?).  Third place
went to Adam Norwood on Amanda Rhos
assisted ably by rising star Douglas Korous.

Jim Callahan steered his beautiful Freedom
35 Sea Star to a Cruiser class win for EYC
beating out Bill Luebker on Rasa Sayang
who came home second.  Guy Anderson
finally put his new rudder to good use and

pushed his Pearson 27 Shadow Fax into a
fine third place.  Unfortunately, Guy was
not able to be at the trophy presentation but
asked instead for it to be presented on the
50 yard line at halftime of the Jaguars game.
Your Race Captain tried his best, but Wayne
Weaver hung up on me when I called to
request it.  Sorry, Guy.

The Fall River Race closes out the 2006
season for NFCC hosted events.  I have to
say that it has been a great pleasure being
your Race Captain this year and I have
thoroughly enjoyed every race.  I hope that
all of you that have raced or crewed or
otherwise assisted in this year’s events have
enjoyed it as much as I have.  But I also
have a little confession to make.

My personal racing experience goes back a
few years to a time when, if you wanted to
race, you invested in spinnaker gear, spent
hours under the boat cleaning and sanding,
were on a first name basis with your sail
maker, and stripped out the interior as much
as possible before every race.  There was no
Cruiser class, cruiserswere not racers!  And
the competition was fierce, with shouting
and screaming at every start, boats inches
from each other on the start line, results
delayed on many races until the protest
committee was finished,
etc……………………..just a high level of
competitiveness at every event.  So when I
would write about participation being more
important than having a “racing” boat and
participation being more important that skill
level, it was somewhat tongue in cheek.

Well, I am proud to say that I have learned a
lesson from all of you that have raced this
year.  Sure, we have well prepared and well
sailed boats such as Whisperperforming at
the top of their game,
but most of every
starting fleet is made
up of older cruising
boats, out to have a
good time and in
many cases, sailing
pretty well.  You have
taught me that what I
was writing was really
true.  Think about
some of the races we
have seen this
year………….Peter,

Alena and Douglas Korous sailing in almost
every event and grabbing a “brag flag” in
almost every one….all the time sailing with
their dinghy swaying on the davits.  Chuck
Fields in a Cape Dory (Cape Dory?????)
with a rating somewhat short of 1,000
taking home a ‘brag flag’………..and when
he was hopelessly behind on other races still
sticking around to take pictures of everyone
else on the course for use in the Windscoop.
Or Adam Norwood in little Amanda Rhos
picking the right side of the river and
coming home first in class at the Blue Max
Race.  How about Vernon Dean, who
prepared great food for most every event,
after sailing the event, taking a terrific win
at the Elphick Memorial?  

I have learned that the spirit of this club is
still strong, that it is really is all about
getting out and using your boat and
enjoying not only the racing, but the people
who race as well.  Every boat can be a
winner, ‘cause every dog can have his day.
So go and see those folks who have helped
us put on the races this year, Jeff at St Barts,
Tommy at Holland Marine, or Carol at
Whitney’s and buy a new (faster!) boat or
improve what you have to make it faster and
come out and enjoy the fun we have all had.

Next year will see Tommy Holland as your
Race Captain and I wish him the good
winds and lack of hurricanes we have had
this year……only one race shortened, and
that one probably did not really need to be.
I am sure he will have lots of great races
lined up and some new ideas as well.  And
what will next year bring?  Will Vernon
bring home another blue flag?  Will we see
a Ghoston the course?  Will Don Gilbert
risk a scratch on the new Koinonia and get
it out on the race course so we can see what
she will do?

Thanks to you all for a great
racing year, see you out on the
race course! 

Fall River Race and Lessons Learned
Race Captain - Lew Everline
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Well 2006 is going, going...gone.
Between the hours I’m putting in at
work and the races and cruisesit’s no
wonder the year went so fast.
Lew Everline did a fantastic job as race
captain this year. The races I attended
were a blast. Lew must have done a
wind dance before each race because it
seems we had wind more times than we
didn’t. The trophy flags turned out
great. Believe it or not Incommunicado
won a brag flag in non-spin in the Blue
Max Race this year. But even if I am
DNF (or DFL) I still have a good time.
Cruise captains K.C. and Katie did
everything right on the cruises I
attended. Also making me wish I could
have gone to the ones I missed. They
had some doozies. I hear the land cruise
at Dale and Leslie Carters was
something else, but I really wish I could
have done the Lake cruise. I hope a
future cruise captain can talk them into
hosting another one.
Steve Sutterfield was even busier with
work than I was this year but he
managed to keep us in the black and get
us through some of that pesky IRS stuff.
I know he will leave the next Treasurer
with a lot better computer records with

spreadsheets and
all kinds of fancy
stuff that I couldn’t
do. I am sure there is a
research scientist somewhere
that has a baboon with more computer
skills than me.
Adam Norwood was able to add to the
club roster this year as membership
director to bring our membership to
almost 100 people this year. He also
stepped in to be race captain for the
FCOC and did a top notch job.
Bill Pierce and Dale Carter were also
Directors this year and kept the ship
store afloat. Believe me, hauling around
a bunch of boxes of tee-shirts, hats and
burgee’s is not an easy task. Bill and
Beverly were the perfect hosts when the
general meetings were held at Beach
Marine this year when repairs were
being made at the Rod and Gun club.
Dale and his wife Leslie not only did
the land cruise at their home, Leslie was
a big help for Hands on the Helm and
all that pork didn’t slice itself at the
FCOC dinner at the end of the race
because Daleis someone who is always
ready to help out.
Mary Anne as secretary this year was
able to keep up with everything
everyone was saying somehow. That is
something I could never do. She added
something new to the Windscoop with
the Historical Photo Contest, which I
thought was cool idea. She also took
charge of the photo contest this year.
Bring your photos to the meeting on the
16th, we will be voting for best pictures.
Don Gilbert was able to bring us some
fine programs this year. My favorites
were members who had traveled and
shared what they had experienced. Most
of us wish to make these journeys, so
being able to hear first hand of what to
expect and what is needed or not, gives
us information to plan.
Leslie Berdahl as Commodore was able
(with no small amount of gavel

banging) to keep us on course. As
conversations would ricochet around the
room she would always bring us back
on topic during our meetings. She had
to worry month to month where we
could meet as a club. She did it all with
poise and grace and it was a pleasure to
serve as an officer on her board.
All the people above have jobs and
families they have to juggle to be a
board member. All of them have gone
above and beyond, with extra tasks that
were not part of their original duties
according to the bylaws. With people
like this our club will always do well.
Now the Rear Commodore would like
to invite you to Spring Park in Green
Cove Springs on November 18th to a
fried turkey dinner. I plan to start
serving at 3PM. You can come by boat
or car. I will have maps and other info
at the general meeting on the 16th. If you
can’t make the meeting and still want to
come to dinner, e-mail or call my home
phone. 
If I don’t see you there, I hope to see
you on the water.

Our Trip Around The Sun ... 
Chuck Fields - Rear Commodore

Authorized Dealer

904-724-2600

Receive 10% OFF with this ad

Ask for Nino ext 204

with Voice Mail, Caller ID

   New as low as $100 a mo.
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Fall River
Race R esults

Spinnaker

Tom Bell – Whisper–  1st place
Pam Mercer – Magic – 2nd place
Brent Fulton – Boom – 3rd place

Non-Spinnaker

Michael Doran – Sky Bird– 1st place
Mike Murawsky – High Cotton– 2ndplace
Adam Norwood – Amanda Rhos– 3rd place

Cruiser

Jim Callahan – Sea Star– 1st place
Bill Luebker – Rasa Sayang– 2nd place
Guy Anderson – Shadow Fax– 3rd place



2007 NFCC Member ship R ene w al F or m
Please list below any changes in your information. If there are none, leave this p art blank. Then mail this form, and your

check, to the NFCC box number listed below . The renewal fee is $50.

Name ______________________ Mate ______________________ e-mail address __________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________ _____

Home Phone ____________________ W ork Phone  ____________________ Cell Phone  _______________ _____

Boat make & length ___________________ Boat name ______________ Docked at ___________________ _____

Which activities would you like help run?_____________________________________________________ ______

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com
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Change of Command
December 1

Invitations for Change of Command 2006 should be in
the mail by the time you receive the Windscoop. Please
make plans to attend as the new board you elected for
2007 takes the helm. Annual awards will be handed out
and there will be great food provided by the Florida
Yacht Club and entertainment provided by Arlie
McLendon. Return your R.S.V.P. cards by November
24th to guarantee your reservation.

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268

no mina ti ons fo r Bo ard o f
Direct or s:

Commodore Don Gilbert
Vice Commodore Chuck Fields
Rear Commodore Guy Anderson
Treasurer Adam Norwood
Secret ary Joan Rogers
Race Capt ain Tom Holland
Cruise Capt ains Peter & Alena Korous
Directors Bruce Cornell, Ted
Jones, Dale Carter, Dave Porter, Leslie Carter 


