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I hope you are able to enjoy the March winds and are getting your boats ready
for April and all of the NFCC events. My crew and I were blessed with fair
winds as we moved Koinonia to the Bahamas for a few weeks of family
vacation. We left Safe Harbor on an ebbing current and turned south in the ocean
with a northeast wind and favorable current pushing us down the coast. When the
wind clocked to the south, we crossed the Gulf Stream north of Canaveral. And
when we got across to the lesser adverse current, the wind set again from the
northeast knocking down the sea and pushing us down to the bank. This was a
nice 50-hour ride accompanied by pods of dolphins 50 strong. What a sailing fix! 

Back to the great northwest where the
last time I left you, I was sailing
around the San Juan Islands with my
crew of 8 looking for Orca’s. We only
had a week to accomplish this goal and
being goal oriented, I did my best to
get us out into the Straights most
frequented by these marvelous
creatures. Again, the Straights are most
favorable for sailing than the inner
channels between the islands.
However, we also had a secondary
goal to be anchored early enough in
the day to allow for time to set the trap

to harvest some Dungeness crabs, have dinner and enjoy the sunset. This
secondary goal minimized our meandering around the Straights. But the
anchorages were fantastic with Mount Baker providing the canvas back drop to
some of the most colorful sunsets I have
experienced outside of Old Bull Bay. The
crabs were large and delicious. We had
one evening in a quiet cove where we
were able to scamper up a hill to a
vacated camp site with plenty of
firewood that allowed us to warm our
bodies in the cool evening. These cool
clear evenings were topped off all week
by the Perseid meteor shower that we
could have watched all night and one
night some of us did!

For this month’s program
we are inviting the people
from Hydro Engineering
and Mapping, Inc. to give
us a presentation on their
unique method of chart
making.
Before making a chart of an
area, they bring in boats
and get new and accurate
soundings, then they super
impose the data on a
satellite photograph. The
resolution of the photos is
great. You can see boats in
their slips and cars on the
road. This means you could
use the latest sounding data
with visual references such
as buildings and even
individual docks.
That would be great to
have in the Mug Race…
hmmm?
Join us on Thusday, the
19th at the Florida Gun &
Tackle Club.

The Great Northwest, continued
By Commodore Don Gilbert

Anybody hungry?

The Commodore’s Family on their
adventure
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The best thing about cruising on a boat is when I am ready
to depart, I do not have to wait for everyone else to wake up
and get dressed. This was good since we probably would
have never left our first anchorage waiting on all the girls to
get ready with only two showers! Sorry, I digressed…so the
second day goes by without Orcas, then the third day, then
the fourth. Now we need a mid-week fix at Roche Harbor to
fill the water tanks and stretch our legs in a resort
environment. It was just what we needed to rejuvenate our
spirit to search for Orca’s again. After departing Roche
Harbor, we headed back into the Straights and thought we
saw Orca’s, but it turned out to be Dahl porpoises which
resemble Orca’s sort of. Again, the day passed without an
Orca sighting and our spirits fading. Day 6 was to be our
last full day cruising around the islands and I must admit
that the crew and I had given up on sighting Orca’s. I had
only one other goal to pursue and that was to sail around
Turn Point Island and pass Turn Point lighthouse. Turn
Point lighthouse supposedly represents the most
northwestern point in the continental United States i.e.
excluding Alaska. Since I have been to the most
southeastern point, I thought this a worthy goal myself.

So we set out on this objective and motor sailed in a light
breeze along the island coast physically exhausted from the
entire week. About the time we had all settled into a
calming trance induced by the sound of the engine, my
oldest daughter who was just happening to look out through
the hatch noticed something strange off in the distance. She
roused us all up to check it out. Slowly the strange sight
became an obvious small group of Orca’s swimming down
the Straights toward us.
As we stared, we could
count 3 of them as they
headed off further into
the distance.  We realized
that there was no use
trying to motor over to
them at 6 knots since they
obviously could swim
over 20 knots. Well our
spirits were somewhat
renewed, but the Orca’s
were really far away.
Before we settled down
again, we spotted another
set of Orca’s. This time
they were closer. Then

another set
in the same
area. They
seemed to
be
swimming
in sets of
3. Then
another set
even
closer.
Then we
saw an
Orca actually breach the water. To say the least, our
excitement was mounting. They were all swimming our
direction and some were coming within a hundred yards!
Then the most amazing event occurred, 3 Orca’s swam right
toward our boat and came within 20 feet before diving right
under our boat and changing the depth meter from 300 to 18
feet. They really can swim fast! By this time, we were not
absolutely sure, but we estimated approximately 60 Orca’s
within a quarter mile of us. We were later told that this was
the J Clan (Free Willie 3). They came out of nowhere and
went right by our boat. Did I mention that it was Zane’s fifth
birthday that day? Okay, now it was time to reluctantly head
back to home port and call it a week…

Next month I will tell you a cruising story with fewer
exclamation marks…Hope to see you sailing soon!
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A G reat W eeke nd O n 
The River
by Cruise Captains Peter & Alena Korous 

Thank you all who stayed with us after the Blue Max race
and remained for the adventure the next day at the Klimas
house for brunch. For those who did not come, I would like
to say: “Sailing is like a box of the chocolates – you never
know what you’re going to get.” 

We had beautiful, perfect weather for the Saturday race and Sunday cruise, even the temperature
that night was pleasant. I would like to thank Tommy Holland for letting
us stay in his marina, Holland Marine, which is a very nice place, with
nice and clean dockage. Also
thanks to Vernon for his time and
hard work cooking for everybody
after the race. For the cruising
event, I would like to thank Trish
and Rich Klimas for inviting us
for breakfast/brunch at their
beautiful house with a great river
view, and for transporting us
from our boats to the dock. I
hope you all had a good time and
enjoyed the nice weekend on the
river as we did. I think even
Doug had a good sail on Sunday,
on his Flying Doug. Even our
dog Sonney had a good time
swimming and spending the
weekend with us.

Bernoulli, Bananas andSunseekerhad perfect wind Sunday to fly their spinnakers on
the way back home. It was nice to look at them sailing in order one behind the other on
the shinning water. They were too far away for us to take pictures of all of them
together. 

Last month we put some thoughts in our Windscoop article with a few suggestions like
a recipe book, club songs, memory book, and asked for any ideas from you to meet
your needs for cruising events, please think about it and let us know if you have any
ideas.

Next cruising trip will be on
April 21st to Safe Harbor. It may
not be fun for everyone, though, as
it will be more of a “last-minute
boat testing”, making sure the boat
is ready for the big Offshore Race.
I hope most of you will race; this
is a very challenging three-race,
four-day event that will bring you
great memories and lots to talk
about. 
Even if you don’t race, you can
still cruise in, visit with others,
relax, and join the party.



Futur e Cruising Schedule; plan in advance!
Write it in the calendar, shop for costumes, get
recipes together, no excuses!

May 26th - Mayport to Fernandina. After the race,
we’ll stay overnight at Fernandina then cruise over to
Cumberland Island on Sunday morning. We’ll have
fun on the beach, sandcastles, swimming, and take
pictures. If you have any ideas on beach games, e-mail
us. The fleet then returns home on Memorial Day,
Monday May 28th.

June 30th – Raft up in Hallowes Cove, Full moon
Weekend! Plan on Pirate costumes, games, and maybe
a dinghy race and some swimming. There will be a
covered-dish style dinner, get creative and make yours a Pirate
theme! Print out the words to your favorite sing-along songs so we
can all join in. Of course, Hallowes Cove is a great place for
swimming and relaxing.

July 21st – Summer Cruise to Green Cove Springs. Tie up at the
city dock, swimming in the city park pool. We welcome
suggestions for other activities at that cruise.

August 18th – Land Yacht Cruise/Party. This is Katy’s place, in
Hawthorne, at Riley Lake. Swimming and Luau party. Big Fun!

September1st thru 3 rd – Race/Cruise to St. Augustine. After the race,
join the cruise! See future articles for details.

November– Rear Commodore’s Cruise TBA.
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From the top, pg 3: Sonney; Bananas & Sunseeker; Green Cove
Springs, Sunseeker& Bananas. Pg 4: Rasa SayangCrew,
Bernoulli, Sunday brunch at the Klimas, Doug and his Flying
Doug and a shot of GCSM.



M ost people in our club probably have seen or heard of
the magazine Attitudes and Latitudes. If you have picked
up an issue in the last year you might have seen the article
about overhauling his boat. For the last year the article has
been called “What was I thinkin?” . Of course I don’t have
a Formosa 51, but I am starting to think along these lines.
For the last month I have had my boat on the hard at
Green Cove Springs Marina. As I mentioned in last
month’s article I was getting the hull done in navy blue. It
came out beautiful. Charlie and Tracy at GCSM did a
fantastic job. My hull now looks like blue glass with a
white boot stripe and red bottom paint. I have arranged to
have a strand of gold barbed wire placed just above the
boot stripe all the way around the boat.
The teak master JB, also a resident of GCSM, repaired the
damaged teak on my boat. A perfect fit and sanded to
perfection. I had to chase the man down to pay him.
The deck had many small fractures in the gel-coat. These
had to be ground out with a Dremel tool and filled with
high density filler. At GCSM you are allowed to work
along with the crew or even do it yourself. So for several
days I worked with Charlie to fill all the cracks and do all
the rough sanding.
The old screws that held the teak runners for my
companion way hatch down leaked and caused the holes
to rot. When I removed them there were two holes the size
of my thumb. Gee… I always wondered where that water
was coming from. To repair these I had to first make a

bottom to the
holes since they

went to the keel. Three sheets of news paper, in each hole,
loose fiberglass cloth on top of that. Then I poured resin in
the holes and let it set for about 2 hours. Now I had a
bottom to the holes three inches deep. Into these I packed
high density filler. Once this was set I had a good
foundation to replace my companion way slides. I made

the new slides myself out of nylon instead of teak. Now
my hatch slides like butter. Instead of wood screws to hold
down the hard part of the hatch which ripped of in
hurricane Gabriel, I drilled and tapped 10-32 stainless
machine screws into the nylon. Now my hatch will
say…”You call this a storm!?!”.
The stanchion bases I had to remove were a major
problem until I talked to Tommy Holland at last months
general meeting. I had tried several ways to break these
bolts loose that had been there for thirty years and was
unsuccessful. Tommy asked me why I didn’t just
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Don Gilbert, Commodore dgilbert.ee82@gtalumni.org
Chuck Fields,  Vice Commodore i s k a g u a @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Guy Anderson, Rear Commodore guykanderson@worldnet.att.net
Tommy Holland, Race Captain hollandmarine@bellsouth.net
Peter and Alena Kourous, Cruise Captains e v a k o r o u s @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Adam Norwood, Treasurer a h n o r w o o d @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Joan Rogers,  Secretary j r o g e r s 1 7 @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t
Bruce Cornel l ,  Director seaboots2001@yahoo.com
Ted Jones, Director t e d s a i l i n g @ a o l . c o m
Lesl ie Carter,  Director s p a n i r i s h @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t
Margaret  Dean, Webmaster k u h n d e a n @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Ana Costa,  Windscoop Edi tor a n i n h a w 7 9 @ y a h o o . c o m
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Vice Versus Vice Versus by Vice Commodore Chuck Fields

COLOR RADAR/CHARTPLOTTER FOR
SALE:  
JRC 1800 color radar/chartplotter complete with
radome.  This unit has a color 6.5 inch screen
with a 2 kw capacity that sees 24 miles. This unit
uses C-Map NT electronic charts (vector).  $800
USD.  Check specs at
www.jrc.co.jp/eng/product/marine/product/radar1
800_spec.html
Contact Lew Everline at 904/534-9933 or
goingcruising@hotmail.com



Rear Commodore’s Log 
Guy Anderson

March has been a very busy month of racing and cruising
events for NFCC.  You can see the results in the Captain’s
Reports.

I have been mostly absorbed in preparing for First Coast
Offshore Challenge (FCOC) 2007.  This is shaping up to be
a great single event and a building block in the start of a
great sailing tradition here on the First Coast.  We have
received registrations ranging from Satellite Beach (to the
south) and as far north as Charleston.  Plenty of
Jacksonville and St Augustine area boats and crews are
coming to take on the Challenge. At this writing, 39 boats
have registered to race so far, and more are likely!
A major part of each FCOC is the camaraderie of the
sailing and the parties.  If you are not sailing, come and
enjoy the parties- good food, live music, and interesting
tales of sailing, on the course happenings, and sailor’s
laughs.  Tickets are available at each venue for dinner and
beverages.  
The FCOC Committee has been working diligently to
assure that this is a stellar event that NFCC can be very
proud to sponsor and help raise scholarship funds for Safe
Harbor Boys Home.  Also thanks to Futch Printing for their
significant contributions. FCOC 2007 information is
available on the web-site.  Please visit the NFCC web-site
at www.nfccsail.comand then click on the FCOC logo at the
top-center. At the FCOC site you can find information,
directions, registration forms, notice of race, etc.

Another request; please send me some suggestions for Rear
Commodore’s Cruise.  Would like to hear ideas about
location, timing (other than “avoid hurricanes”), and some
activities.  

NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES
 “DON’T GIVE UP THE SHIP”      

Capt. David P. Kyser     
USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed

Marine Surveyor  SAMS®-SA, USSA-MMS
www.niagarayachtservices.com

7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 - (866) 893-6648 Fax

davekyser@yahoo.com

grind the heads of the bolts off.  Duh…Generally
this is what I do for a living. But since it was My
Boat…I wanted to be gentle. I mean you just don’t
start grinding things. It took me about an hour and a
half to get the stanchion bases off after I got over it. I
will have to polish them some, but it was a big help.
Hint: always place flat washers under any machine
screws in case you have to grind them off later. The
one stanchion that was broken (see March Windscoop)
was re-welded in the old ship yard creedo… Make
strong, Last long time.
Once the stanchion bases, bow and stern pulpits are
installed Incommunicadoshould go back in the water
Friday April 6. My daughter and I plan to do the
Offshore Challenge this year and our boat will be
ready. Hope to see you all there. You can’t miss me…
I will have the best looking boat.That’s what I
was thinkin.
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In Memory of Butch “Guy” Badger

Guy passed from us on March 10th, 2007. Guy
was a loving husband, father, and grandfather.
He is survived by his wife, Christine, children

Hollie and Taylor, and grandchildren. He will be
missed by us all.

_______________________________ 

When I come to the end of the road,
And the sun has set for me,

I want no rites in a gloom-filled room,
Why cry for a soul set free?

Miss me a little, but not too long
And not with your head bowed low,
Remember the love we once shared,

Miss me and let me go!
For this journey that we all 

Must take and each must go alone!
It’s all a part of the Master’s plan,

A step on the road to home.
When you are lonely and sick of heart,

Go to the friends we know,
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds.

Miss me but let me go.
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The Blue Max was held March 31st; the weather was great for a regatta.
Results will be in next month’s Windscoop. Be sure to get the boat out of
the slip for the following races:

* The First Coast Offshore Challenge is April 25th -28th. This is an
annual event for one-design, PHRF and cruiser-type sailboats not less
than 24 feet in length. Visit the NFCC web-site and then click on the
FCOC logo at the top for more information.
* The Mug Race, Saturday, May 5th. Contact the Rudder Club for more

information.
* We switched things up on Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends;
The Memorial day weekend, we’ll hold a Race to Fernandina! Saturday,
May 26th, we’ll race from Mayport to the St. Marys Channel, and then
the fleet will go into Fernandina Municipal Marina for the night and
party ashore. Sunday morning, join the cruise to Cumberland Island. See
the Cruise Captains’article for more info on the cruise portion; this
article next month will have the details of the race.
* Saturday, September 1st, we’ll race to St. Augustine. There is another race from Daytona the same weekend going into St.
Augustine, so the party ashore that night should be terrific! More info on this regatta in next months Windscoop.
* Don’t forget, Wednesday Night “Beer Can” races start in May, North of the Buckman Bridge near Marker 5, and South
of the Buckman Bridge Marker 13. These are free races, loosely organized, and a great opportunity to practice,
and train new crewmembers.

The Weather Beat
Race Report

Flotilla to Safe Harbor Boys
Home

Yachts for the FCOC are coming from all
over the place! The yachts coming from the
St. Johns River, however, are invited to join
the flotilla to Safe Harbor. Cruise in to the

Jacksonville Landing at your leisure, on the
afternoon of Saturday the 21st of April, or

Sunday morning the 22nd. Then, at
approximately 1245 on Sunday the 22nd of

April, the assembled fleet will get underway
together and make the 1300 Main Street

Bridge opening and proceed downriver to
Safe Harbor Boys Home. Yachts are welcome
to remain at Safe Harbor until the start of the
regatta. To reserve dock space at Safe Harbor,

call 904-757-7918.


