
Febr uary - 2007

It was great to attend the First Coast Sailing  Association (FCSA) annual
meeting and social January 24th.  This is a great event held at the Epping
Forest Yacht Club to recognize the achievements of our racing community
as well as to set forth new and exciting programs and changes for the
upcoming year.  The room was packed with passionate and hungry sailors.
Fortunately, the FCSAbudget had room for a second round of food.  I am
very proud of the NFCC, not only did our club members receive the
majority of the awards, but when you look at the participation in the racing
events, our club had the most representation.  For the spring series races,
NFCC received 6 of the 9 awards and swept all 3 of the Non-spinnaker
class awards, for the fall series, again NFCC received 6 of the 9 awards
and all 3 of the Spinnaker class awards, and finally, for the much contested
ocean series, NFCC received 5 of the 9 awards and all 3 of the Cruiser
class awards.  That is great effort and results! 

Adam Norwood is our FCSArepresentative and is doing a great job and
we should all be proud of the work he is doing to promote yacht racing
and our local tradition and history.  If you want to have some fun, go to the
FCSAwebsite www.sailjax.comand review all of the historical events that
Adam has manually recreated and posted.  Even if you are not a racer,
some of your boats may even have been represented in past racing events.
I know my previously owned boat had a racing history before I bought it.
Also, look for Adam’s year in review in this Windscoop detailing the
annual FCSAaward winners.

NFCC also has the honor this year to host the first spring series PHRF race
to be held February 17th off of the Rudder Club.  Contact Tommy Holland
(472-4496) our 2007 Race Captain for details or questions.

Now for some cruising fun, I encourage you to plan a cruise this year and
better yet plan on joining an NFCC cruise event on the river or along the
coast to one of our annual destinations, St. Augustine, St. Mary’s, or
Cumberland Island. 

The first NFCC cruise event will be our annual Valentine Day cruise to be
held at the Green Cove marina and park on Saturday February 10th.
Contact Peter and Alena Kourous (759-5671) our 2007 Cruise Captains for
more details of this event.

Passionate Sailors
by Commodore Don GilbertThe Februar y Program

is being presented by Brian
McMahon, President of Hydro
Engineering & Mapping, Inc.
HE&M has created new high-
definition charts using high-

resolution graphics and detailed
hydrographic mapping. 

I told him about the First Coast
Offshore Challenge- Race, and
that local sailors are interested
in more detailed info for many

of the inlets along the race
course, especially Nassau

Sound and St. Augustine inlet.
Brian said he would try to bring

these charts. The sample I
viewed is very interesting; it

looks like a satellite picture with
depth soundings overlaid. You

can see for yourself at
www.hydroemi.com and click

on “Boating Charts” when you
get there.

Please plan on attending the
meeting to find out about this
exciting new product we could

use on our boats.

Continued on page 2



Cru ising tim e…
Peter & Alena Korous, Cruise Captains

The time is moving fast, and our long cruising break is
over. Now is the time to check our boat, sails, fill up the
fridge and… hooray! Off to sail our huge and beautiful
river. No excuses, we made our schedule, we have our
program set, and we will even do most of the cooking for
you! Yeah! Just come over and have a great time with us
and other club members. By the way, you may start
thinking about some songs we can sing, or if you can play
an instrument, bring it over! Share some family recipes. 

For those who don’t know us, we would like to do a little
introduction:
We joined the club in August 2004, we like sailing and
other activities around the water, and we like to have fun.
Peter built his first sailboat and sailed the Baltic Sea. We
also did some sailing on German lakes and the Adriatic
Sea. We sailed to Bahamas 4 times on our current sailboat,
a Pearson 35 named “Caper” . We used to go just for day
trips on the ocean to fish, dive or swim before we joined
NFCC and moved the boat from the beaches area to
Mandarin Holiday Marina. We love
to be members of this club.
People are friendly, board
members do a good job for
us every year, and most of
all, we all have the same
hobby – S A I L I N G. 

We will inform you about our
events every month in the
Windscoop and at club meetings. We
will also send e-mails prior to each event
to remind you to come and respond to us, so
we will know how many people would like to
have fun with us. You can contact us if you have
any questions, or if you would like to share ideas for
cruising events.

Sailing has been a passion of mine since the late 70’s when a fellow co-worker would invite me to join the gang for
a Wednesday afternoon sail on Lake Lanier 60 miles north of Atlanta.  For those of you who are not familiar with
this large man-made lake, it’s shores are full of thousands of sailboats whose owners are mostly Atlanta urbanites.
The solitude and fair summer afternoon winds were so calming to me that eventually sailing permeated my blood.  I
have been blessed with the opportunity to not only cruise with you all along our waterways, but to cruise some
highly attractive and cruiser friendly waters in other parts of our world.  I look forward to sharing some of my
memories with you all.

Hope to see you sailing soon!

NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com

What:
Sweetheart Cruise

When: Saturday, February 10 th ,
starting at 10AM

Where: Green Cove Springs City
Park.

Bring a basket with Valentine
goodies if you would like to

be part of our Basket
Exchange.

Cru ising schedule update:

February 10th: Sweetheart Cruise – Green Cove Springs City
Park with Basket Exchange.
Mar ch 31st: Spring Cruise – Green Cove Springs (Tommy
Holland’s marina) This Saturday will be Blue Max Race and
Flower show in Green Cove. Cruisers will spend night in the
marina and attend show as the event.
April 21 st: Cruise to Safe Harbor (Boat Moving for the FCOC)
– even if you will not sail FCOC just go cruising and meet
with others.
May 26th – 28th: Cruise to Fernandina Beach – Cumberland
Island (Offshore race weekend) 
June 30th: Full Moon Raft-Up at Hallow’s Cove – pirate
(sailor) dress-up, dingy race, swimming
July 21st: Summer Cruise – Green Cove Springs – swimming
in City Park Pool.
August 18th: Land Yacht Party – Riley Lake, Hawthorne –
Luau party and dress-up
September1st – 3rd: Cruise to St. Augustine (Offshore race
weekend)
November: Rear Commodore’s Cruise

page 2



Many of our club’s racers attended the annual meeting
of the First Coast Sailing Association on January 24th,
which was held at Epping Forest.  As you might know,
the FCSAis made up of the five local yacht clubs:
NFCC, Rudder Club, Navy Jax, Epping Forest, and
Florida YC.  The purpose of the organization is to set
up a PHRF rating system, to sponsor an annual
interclub regatta, and to organize the yearly race
schedule with awards given for race series.  2006 was
the fifth year in which there were awards given out for
three race series:  six races each for the Spring and Fall
Series, and five races for the Ocean Series.
Interestingly, all five of the Ocean races were NFCC
races.

Further, if you count the four races
in the Women’s Series and the four
other open entry PHRF races in
2006 (Hangover, Mug, Full Moon,

Foul Anchor), the number of PHRF races run by the
five clubs amounts to this:  NFCC 9; RC 7; NJYC 4;
EFYC 3; FYC 2.  We win!

So, how did we do, you might ask.  Well, in the Ocean
Series, our members took home six of the nine awards;
in the Spring Series, it was seven of nine; and in the
Fall Series, it was eight of nine; (and if there had been
a Winter Series we might have taken nine of nine).
Totaling up, that’s 21 of 27 symbols of glory (78%).
Yee Haw!  Of course, some of those that I have counted
here are members with dual club membership.  So even
though I’ve technically inflated the totals for the NFCC

proper, the idea remains: we have lots of
good racers, even though
we are the “cruising” club.

NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com

Spring River Series:
Spin 2nd Whisper– Tom Bell

Spin 3rd Boom– Brent Fulton

N-Spin 1st Liberty Call– Charlie Johns

N-Spin 2nd Amanda Rhos– Adam Norwood

N-Spin 3rd Incommunicado– Chuck Fields

Cruiser 1st Rasa Sayang– Bill Luebker

Cruiser 2nd Sea Star– Jim Callahan

Cruiser 3rd Caper– Peter Korous

Women’s Series:
Non-Spin 1st Expression– Helen Sullivan et alMixed Cruiser 1st Liberty Call – Neena GuidiMixed Cruiser 2ndBernoulli– Joan RogersMixed Cruiser 3rd Quicksand– Geri Price, MaryanneDennis, Helen Sullivan

Mixed Cruiser 4th Caper– Alena Korous(There is some confusion on my part here, so pleaseforgive if not right)

Fall River Series:
Spin 1st Whisper– Tom BellSpin 2ndCheetah– Bubba FutchSpin 3rd Runnoft– Joe MarkusicN-Spin 2ndAmanda Rhos– Adam NorwoodCruiser 1st Sea Star– Jim CallahanCruiser 2ndRasa Sayang– Bill LuebkerCruiser 3rd Caper– Peter Korous

Ocean Series:

Spin 2nd Whisper– Tom Bell

Spin 3rd Boom– Brent Fulton

N-Spin 2nd Changing Channels– Rick

Elbracht

Cruiser 1st Jolie Dancer – Rich Klimas

Cruiser 2nd Osprey– Tom Holland

Cruiser 3rd Caper– Peter Korous

Tom Bell and Awards for 2006

First Coast Sailing Association Update
Adam Norwood, NFCC’s FCSA Representativ e

continued on page 4
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For the Interclub Regatta, which was held December 9th,
the NFCC took fourth out of six.  Being the friendly
folks that we are, the FCSAallowed the Saint Augustine
Yacht Club to participate, making six clubs for this
event.  The regatta consisted of three races in which
each club entered one spinnaker boat and one non-
spinnaker boat.  For NFCC, the boats were Liberty Call
skippered by Charlie Johns and Runnoft skippered by
Joe Markusic.  Slap these fellows on the back the next
time you see them.  They showed up to represent us on a
windy day with freezing temperatures in the morning
and not much improvement during the day.

Now, you might be thinking we did not do all that well
in this event, but some notes here will be illuminating.
Runnoft, competing non-spin for NFCC, lost its rudder
after the start of the second race - that will spoil one’s
chances of winning a race.  Cheetah, skippered by
Bubba Futch, chose to represent the Rudder Club, taking
a top performer off our roster.  The same was true of
Boom, skippered by Brent Fulton, and Quicksand,
skippered by Doug Rosen, who both  raced for Navy Jax
YC.  (I’m not criticizing these guys, believe me, just
making notes.  In fact, NFCC member boats represented
five of the twelve racing slots.)  So… and I’m just kind
of funnin’ here, if you re-calculate using the best
placings of NFCC members inclusive of those with dual
memberships, we came in first.  Yee Haw! Again.

Looking back at what I’ve just clacked out on the
computer, it seems that NFCC is the leading PHRF

racing organization in Jacksonville.  It’s been that way
for many years.  In other words, we have clout.  Maybe
we can make good use of that.  Hmmm…

For racing in 2007, the NFCC will be allowing cruiser
class race entrants to fly a spinnaker with a 12 second
per mile penalty.  At least that is the plan.  The FCSA
rating committee is still looking at calculation methods
for graduated adjustments.  Nevertheless, the idea is to
encourage more participation, and more options for
those who do participate.  The details are these: a cruiser
class race entrant shall declare the intent to use a
spinnaker on the race entry form before the skipper’s
meeting; the time penalty will apply to the whole race
distance; a separate division for the cruiser-spinnaker
entrants will be designated if there are enough entrants
to justify the cost of trophies.  Hopefully, the rest of the
clubs will follow suit.  But, keep in mind that this is an
experiment.  So, if the whole thing blows up in our face
(or my face, really), please stay calm - at least we tried.

NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com

Neena Guidi, Marianne Gruber and Helen Sullivan

Neena Guidi, Charlie Johns, Suzanne 
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NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com

We have also changed up the 2007 schedule a little for
the River races.  NFCC will have the first and fourth
Spring races (instead of the second and fifth).  This
spreads out all of our Spring events.  In the Fall, there is
no longer a “Halloween” regatta.  We moved the Florida
Yacht Club race to earlier in the Fall to help them avoid
interfering with preparation for their J-24 and Melges 24
national one-design events in October and November.
Finally, we moved the Interclub Regatta to the Saturday
before Thanksgiving, thus improving chances for good
weather, and avoiding interfering with the Single-handed
race, which is historically held the Saturday after the
Gator Bowl Regatta.

On the FCSAwebsite (www.sailjax.com) I’ve begun
posting a listing of crew looking for rides, and skippers
looking for riders.  Just e-mail me your name, phone,
club affiliation, and the race you are interested in.  I’ll
drop people off the list as the races are completed.  This
too is an experiment, so suggestions on improvements
are welcome.

Speaking of the website, we could still use old race
information for the historical area.  If you have old
schedules, or race results that aren’t shown (even from
other clubs’regattas) get it to me, and I’ll try to get it
posted.  Where I’ve shown “NFCC Summary” items on
the website that are not linked to data pages, I have the
data, but just haven’t yet had the time to get it typed up.
And finally, if you see errors on the FCSAwebsite,
you’ve got to let me know.  I’m not perfect.  Well, I am
really, but I don’t want to show off.

The hardest part of sailing is leaving the house.

Tom Bell winning the Dupont Trophy (3rd year in a row)

It seems like everyone had a good time with the quiz at
last month’s meeting. It was the best thing I could come
up with at the last minute after the speaker I had
scheduled cancelled. As a matter of fact I think we
might have a few of those this year. Perhaps we will use
a different source this time. Some of those questions
were kind of tricky but we had a few people really in
the know on their boat trivia. Of course I will not reveal
the source of the questions until the night of the quiz. So
study up! No telling what the next quiz will be about.
Actually, it’s a pretty easy thing to set up. Trust me it
was well worth the bottle of rum, rather than trying to
get someone to come speak. If you don’t like the
quizzes, please let me know what kind of program you
will be having in its place.
That said I would like to invite anyone who has made a
passage or trip of some kind to tell the club about your
adventure. I plan to do one some time this year about
the trip my wife and I did with Allen and Linda Jones to
the British Virgin Islands for the Thanksgiving holiday.
So if you have a story to tell, please share it with us.
The FCOC will come up fast, so you better start getting
your boat ready. Not only that, Guy Anderson would
like to see some more boats ante up. He has worked
hard, up and down the coast at several marinas and
clubs to bring some new faces to our race. If you plan to
do the race this year just let him know so he can get an
idea on how many meals to plan for. The more accurate
the count, the more money we give to Safe Harbor.
This year’s calendar is full of races and cruises. Let’s all
try and take more pictures to share with our members
and put in the Windscoop. Cool pictures can be e-mailed
directly to our Windscoop editor, Ana Costa, at
aninhaw79@yahoo.com. The Commodore’s wife Linda
came up with a very cool idea. With enough great
pictures we could make a NFCC calendar for 2008. So
get out there and take some pictures and let’s make this
happen. I hope to see you all on the water and if I see
you first... Say cheese!

V i c e  v e r s u s
Chuck Fields, Vice Commodore
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NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com

Rear Co mmodore’s Log
Guy An derson, Rear Co mmodore

It has become very obvious that
NFCC will be sponsoring,
organizing, and providing many
opportunities for sailors in the
Jacksonville area to use their
boats this entire year.  The
racing and cruising schedules that your
Captains have put together for the Club are packed with
chances for the sailors to spend hours and days on the
river, on the ocean, and coming to events by land
cruisers.  Get those lines off the dock cleats.  

A notable new feature is now available to captains and
crew members thru the auspices of First Coast Sailing
Association.  There is a captain-crew matching feature
added to the site.  Take a look.  Captains- you now have
an additional source to look for crew. Sailors that need
to get their sailing fix and want an opportunity to crew-
here is the location.  Let’s all try and use this feature-
more people sailing is what we need to support.  Adam
Norwood is doing a spectacular job of enhancing the
First Coast Sailing Association web-site, I suggest that
you take a look. www.sailjax.com

We have a schedule change to propose for both the
racers and the cruisers.  Traditionally, we have made St
Augustine our racing/cruising destination over Memorial
Day Weekend, and Fernandina our destination over
Labor Day.  This year we would like to reverse the

schedule- Fernandina in May and St Augustine in
September.  This would give the NFCC racers that
participate in the FCOC a rest from repeating the course

in a five week period.  In September NFCC racers and
cruisers have been invited to participate in a
party at the New St Augustine Yacht Club
along with sailors from Halifax Yacht Club

(Daytona Beach).  Halifax Yacht Club has
their Labor Day overnight race (Ponce

Inlet to St Augustine) that weekend and then
a party at St. Augustine Yacht Club.  

We are planning the Memorial Day Weekend events for
Fernandina Beach and Cumberland Island.  I have been
told by some of the old tars that we should have
favorable prevailing wind conditions for these events
and that we can have good sailing.  

Once again, I am looking for suggestions for Rear
Commodore’s Cruise.  Need your input.  Please send me
an e-mail with your ideas.  

A note about 2007 First Coast Offshore Challenge.  
This race is being planned to be the best yet.  The
committee is working to have great parties following the
races.  Good food and lots of entertainment.  We are
looking for a larger field of yachts to sail. This will
make the competition better and the trophies all the
more rewarding.  The Race Committee Chairman, Adam
Norwood is making improvements to the procedures and
courses in order to enhance the entire experience.
Get details and sign up to race thru the on-line
features at www.firstcoastoffshorechallenge.com. 

First Coast Of fshor e Challeng e
April 25-28 2007

Four Da ys of Racing and P arties.
Find mor e details a t

www.firstcoastof fshor echalleng e.com

Don Gi lbert ,  Commodore dgi lbert .ee82@gtalumni.org
Chuck Fields,  Vice Commodore i s k a g u a @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Guy Anderson, Rear Commodore guykanderson@worldnet.att.net
Tommy Holland, Race Captain hollandmarine@bellsouth.net
Peter and Alena Kourous, Cruise Captains e v a k o r o u s @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Adam Norwood, Treasurer a h n o r w o o d @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Joan Rogers,  Secretary j r o g e r s 1 7 @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t
Bruce Cornel l ,  Director s e a b o o t s 2 0 0 1 @ y a h o o . c o m
Ted Jones, Director t e d s a i l i n g @ a o l . c o m
Lesl ie Carter,  Director s p a n i r i s h @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t
Margaret  Dean, Webmaster k u h n d e a n @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Ana Costa,  Windscoop Edi tor a n i n h a w 7 9 @ y a h o o . c o m

20072007BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS

About the treasure
Adam Norwood, Treasurer

Hello – yes it’s me again.  As of
February 1st, we have $6,312.90 in
the bank, not including the FCOC
monies.  As I reported last month,
we have yet to pay the Florida Yacht
Club for the Change of Command
event – they are slow to invoice,
which I guess is good for us.  We’ve
received about 40 membership
renewals thus far for 2007, so there
are many yet to come.  For more
details, at each general meeting I
will have the ledger available
for review.  We’re looking
good.  Yee Haw!
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