
Happy New Year to All!  I hope all are
looking forward to 2007 as much as I am.
But before leaving 2006 behind, I want to
thank Past Commodore Leslie Berdahl and
her 2006 Board for a successful year. There
were plenty of club cruises, not one race
cancelled or postponed, we survived being
homeless during the Florida Tackle and Gun
Club renovations, there were NO storms,
the river got a new regional commitment to
keep her healthy, there were no new
privatization “dockominiums” of marinas,
the club membership increased, we
implemented electronic publication of the
Windscoop on our club web site
www.nfccsail.com, and NFCC got the long
awaited Tax Exempt status from the Federal
Government (“We are here to help you”). I
think that qualifies as a very good year!

I am pleased to have this opportunity to lead
everyone through 2007, the 39th year of our
existence. It’s great to have a very dynamic
and energetic board to help direct us
through the perpetual challenges every club
experiences. I am also pleased to see our
club growing with new and in some cases
young faces at every general meeting. I
encourage both the Board and general
membership to do at least two things for the

new members. First, please
welcome them and invite them
into your conversations at the
general meetings, and second
make sure they have an
opportunity to sail with you as
either “rail meat” on a “beer can”
or competitive race, or by inviting
them to join you for at least one
afternoon club raft up on the river. 

I have only two purposes for the
NFCC that I want to promote.
The first is the great charity our
club provides for not only our two
special community agencies,
Hubbard House and Safe Harbor

Boys Home, but also the charity we share
with each other. The first thing I realized
when I started meeting all of you as a new
member is that you all are very intelligent
sailors and boaters. I wasn’t when Ifirst
started, but now I am a better sailor and
boater because of all the information that
has been shared through either the
Windscoop, the general meeting programs
or just hanging out with you all; well worth
the annual fee. I am confident that Vice
Commodore Chuck Fields will bring very
informative programs to the membership for
2007 and that you will not want to miss any
of them.

The second purpose I want to promote is the
fellowship aspect of our club. In my
opinion, if a club does not promote charity
and fellowship, then there really is no
reason for the club to exist. I am sure Rear
Commodore Guy Anderson and his fleet
captains Tommy Holland (Race) and Peter
and Alena Kouros (Cruise) will provide
plenty of well run races and cruises. 

This year’s Board will continue the great
financial stewardship of past Boards and our
Club treasury will be in great hands with
Adam Norwood as Treasurer. To round out
the Board, back by popular demand is Joan
Rogers as our Secretary, our suite of
Directors including Ted Jones, Bruce
Cornell, and Leslie Carter. In addition to
these Board members, I would like to
recognize and praise the work of Ana Costa
our Windscoop Editor, Margaret Dean our
Web Designer, and Aga Futch our publisher.

Renewal applications will be mailed out
soon and I challenge you to renew right
away.  Also, I invite you to not hesitate to
share news and concerns with any of your
Board members and feel free to submit an
article to me (subject to editorial review) for
publication in the Windscoop.  

Best Wishes for 2007…

Time to prepareTime to prepare
your boat foryour boat for

another season.another season.

Paul Alexander, General
Manager of Green Cove
Springs Marina, will talk

to us about preparing for
haul-out, bottom jobs,

etc. Come check out this
program and catch up

with your friends at the
first meeting of 2007!
Thursday, January 18 th ,

at the Florida Gun &
Tackle Club.

Welcome Aboard
by Commodore Don Gilbert

Past Commodores Ken and Leslie Berdahl at the Change Of
Command cerimony, last December.
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Many sailors dream of cruising, getting out of the “rat
race” and onto a boat, where an idyllic life of spending
weekends aboard awaits. Days to sail, swim, and perhaps
catch fresh fish for dinner, and nights to watch the
gorgeous sunset with your arm around your partner,
sipping exotic drinks. 
This dream may seem hard to attain with today’s
schedules. Cruising with the NFCC is an easy way to
experience some of the joys of cruising without a huge
expense and life altering change. Cruising with the club
may also serve as a great time to peacefully work on your
sailing skills and learn more about your boat and our
coastal waters, without the stress of trying to do it on race
day, or while you’re out there sailing alone. Your engine
and sail performance may be inspected while underway
with the helping hands of our fellow club mates nearby.
Cruising with the club provides you the opportunity to
talk to other sailors about their experiences that may help
you with any problems you have or boat projects you
might be looking to tackle. Most importantly it is a
chance to get away from the ordinary if just for a couple
of days and do what you wish you were doing while you
are sitting in traffic, looking over that bridge at the water
on your way to work. 
Ultimately what we would like to see is more boats
participating in NFCC cruises and races. When we joined
the club just a few years ago we had a lot of miles under
the keel but no organized cruising experience. We did and
still do try to participate in every NFCC and other club
events. We’d hate to simply own the boat and miss all the
fun we have when we set sail with the club.   

2007 NFCC Cruising schedule: 
February 10th - Sweetheart Cruise – Green Cove Springs
March 24th - Spring Cruise
April 21th - Cruise to Safe Harbor (Boat Moving for the
FCOC)
May 27th - St. Augustine
June 30th - Full Moon Raft – Up – Hallow’s Cove
July 21st - Summer Cruise – Green Cove Springs 
August 18th - Land Yacht Party – Riley Lake, Hawthorne
September 1st - 3rd - Cruise to Cumberland Island
November - Rear Commodore’s Cruise.

Don Gilbert, Commodore dgilbert.ee82@gtalumni.org
Chuck Fields, Vice Commodore iskagua@comcast.net
Guy Anderson, Rear Commodore guykanderson@worldnet.att.net
Tommy Holland, Race Captain hollandmarine@bellsouth.net
Peter and Alena Kourous, Cruise Captains evakorous@comcast.net
Adam Norwood, Treasurer ahnorwood@comcast.net
Joan Rogers, Secretary jrogers17@earthlink.net
Bruce Cornell, Director seaboots2001@yahoo.com
Ted Jones, Director tedsailing@aol.com
Leslie Carter, Director spanirish@bellsouth.net
Margaret Dean, Webmaster kuhndean@comcast.net
Ana Costa, Windscoop Editor aninhaw79@yahoo.com
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We ’re he re fo r y o u!
Peter & Alena Kourous, Cruise Captains

The 2007 sailing year is lining up to be
a great year for NFCC.  We have an
enthusiastic and innovative
Commodore, Don Gilbert, and Race
Captain Tommy Holland and Cruise
Captains Peter and Alena Kourous to
keep the events entertaining and
exciting.  We have new members that
will bring participation and new ideas
to the group.  We have dedicated
members that will contribute their
energy and experience to make us all
better sailors and water rats.  All of the

members have an opportunity to
participate in a great year at NFCC and
on the water.  Look for a great 2007.

I am searching for a different and
exciting event to do for the Rear
Commodore’s Cruise for 2007.  Please
give me your ideas and thoughts.  The
idea might be something that was done
successfully years ago and has been
lost from the agenda, it might be
something that you have heard about
from another club, or it might be an
idea that you think will be fun for
NFCC to initiate – ALL ideas are
welcome.  Please e-mail the ideas to
me, or call.  
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First Coast Offshore Challenge
Sign up/Registration   on the web at www.firstcoastoffshorechallenge.com

April 24 th Skipper’s Meeting 
April 25 th-28th Racing 

Parties:
April 24 th Safe Harbor Boys Home Skipper’s Meeting and Dinner
April 25 th Saint Augustine Yacht Club Dinner and Awards, 
April 27 th St Marys, GA– Orange Hall Dinner and Awards
April 28 th Safe Harbor Boys Home – Final Presentations and Dinner

There will be live music at all of the parties. Everyone is invited to the parties
and fun for the after-sail time. 

Looking forw ar d ... 
Guy Anderson, Rear Commodore



NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com

Annual Haul-Out
Chuck Fields, Rear Commodore

A Happy New Year to everyone! We’ve
already seen some great sailing weather this
year, let’s hope the trend continues. I’m sure
Race Captain Tommy Holland and Cruise
Captains’Peter and Alena Kourous are
planning a lot to keep us busy this year. Let’s
make sure we give them a handif we can,
but most of all...show up. I don’t have much
room to talk, due to my work schedule. I
worked a lot of weekends last year, but I
showed up when I could because these
people work hard to set these things up. So
clean off that bottom, shake out some canvas
and join the fun!
Speaking of cleaning bottoms, it just so
happens that our first guest speaker is the
General Manager of the Green Cove Springs
Marina, Paul Alexander. As you may know
Paul has been there a while and mighthave a
few pointers about preparation for hauling
out a boat. I’m sure there are one or two
people thinking about it and all the yards
might get busy just before the FCOC. Since I
plan to enter Incommunicadoin the race this

year, I plan to haul her March 3rd. I might
even add a little color to the hull. Spruce
things up.
I want to thank everyone who attended the
Rear Commodores Cruise. We had a good
turn out and everyone seemed to enjoy the
fare. There were very few leftovers (no

turkey). I had a great time setting it up. 
The next day the Wife and I flew to the
B.V.I. to join Allen and Linda Jones and
another couple from Atlanta, Vernon and
Barbara Lennon. We crewed together
aboard a 41 Beneteau called the Sea Mist.
Talk about a great time, it was fantastic! I
will do it again for sure. Maybe in 2008
we could do something as a club and
arrange a cruise in the B.V.I. to celebrate
our 40th anniversary. Something to think
about.
Let’s get out there, race &
cruise and have a good time.
Hope to see you there.
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Notes from theNotes from the
treasurertreasurer
Adam Norwood, Treasurer

The books, checkbooks, and
other documents seem to make
sense.  At least the numbers seem to match and
therefore balance.  That’s good… so I guess I
can’t complain about last year’s Treasurer –
bummer.
The total in the NFCC general club account today,
as I write this the 1st of January, is $5,713.80.
However, we have not received the bill from the
Florida Yacht Club for the Change of Command
dinner, so the amount is currently inflated by
about $2,884 (the amount of fees collected for the
event).  Once this bill is paid, I will prepare a
2006 balance sheet and make it available.
The next money item will be 2007 membership
renewals.  We have already received seven
renewals, leaving about 90 more to go.  So look
over this month’s Windscoop for the renewal
form and get that in the mail.  Alternatively, bring
it to the January meeting and hand deliver it then
– I’ll be there.
Looking at the 2006 data, it looks like changing
the Windscoop to an electronic publication is
going to make a big difference in our finances.  I
mean, it’s not hard to do some simple math and
see that we are a shoestring organization.  But of
course, that was our intent, to save money.
Last year, the NFCC board authorized the
separation of accounts for the First Coast
Offshore Challenge and the Hands on the Helm
events.  This will allow us to clearly keep our
charitable events and general club funds
separately accounted for.  The importance of this
will be to allow us to maintain our tax-exempt
status, which a few of last year’s board members
were able to finally get clarified in writing – no
easy thing.  Yay team!
My goal this year will be to streamline the club’s
bookkeeping process and leave a record keeping /
filing system in place that anyone with a high
school diploma can follow.  Knock on teak.

Cruiser Of The Year Award winners Dale and Leslie Carter and
2006 Cruise Captains KC Knapp and Katy Sullivan

Commodore’s Award winner Joan Rogers and
Past Commodore Leslie Berdahl at the COC.
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2007 NFCC Member ship R ene w al F or m
Please list below any changes in your information. If there are none, leave this p art blank. Then mail this form, and your

check, to the NFCC box number listed below . The renewal fee is $50.

Name ______________________ Mate ______________________ e-mail address __________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________ _____

Home Phone ____________________ W ork Phone  ____________________ Cell Phone  _______________ _____

Boat make & length ___________________ Boat name ______________ Docked at ___________________ _____

Which activities would you like help run?_____________________________________________________ ______

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

NORTH FLORIDA CRUISING CLUB www.nfccsail.com

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268


