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I really enjoyed our June
General Meeting. It was
great to see a packed
house with so many
passionate sailors. What

a way to kick off the start of the summer sailing season
with great fellowship and a great program. Summer
literally started right as we began to gather for the evening.
It was also good to see some of you again who have been
absent for awhile do to various reasons, especially Nell
and Tom Moore, our club’s wise counsel! What a great
presentation that our very own club member, Past
Commodore, and current Club handicapper, Tom Davis
gave us on the historical development and recent
renovation of his Cal 9.2  racing/cruising yacht. The boat
is aptly named “Ghost” since it was ghostly absent from
our waterways for the last 3 years as Tom diligently
restored and improved this 25 year old classic sloop rigged
racing machine. Tom does not do anything second rate as
exemplified by the quality of his presentation and the
quality represented in the restoration work. I got a kick out
of the overhead crane system he fashioned together to haul
out the engine. It was obvious Tom really
loved this part of his boat ownership
experience, but I am sure he is glad to be
back in the water!

It was also good to see the club continue to
grow with two new family memberships:
Dale and Bette Pollock (Miss Astor), and
Jay Gardner (Mistral).  For those who join
our club to gain sailing experience could not
have picked a better club of sailors than the
NFCC.  I encourage all our new members to
get plugged in as quickly as possible with
our activities and immerse themselves in
your knowledge and wisdom.  I highly
recommend the Wednesday night “beer can”
races as a good fun learning experience.
Check out St. Johns River Marker 13

around 6:30 PM.

Please bear with me as I remind us all, to always be
respectful of our program guest speakers and board
presenters by being as quiet as possible.  I certainly
understand the excitement of communicating with our
friends that we have not seen in awhile, but we need to
remember others in the room may be trying to listen to
what is being presented. I will add, that this is not a routine
problem and in general having a room full of quiet sailors
is more of a romantic thought than reality, but let’s try
anyway.

I just got through reviewing all the pictures from the
FCOC.  My appreciation and compliments to Allen and
Linda Jones for their great work in organizing, planning
and executing this aspect of the race experience.  The
pictures from the participating crews captured the history
and wildlife of the area, the competition of the race, and
the great fellowship. I must say there were some really
motley crew and some of you looked like dogs!  Actually,
you all looked great and so did the boats, congratulations
for participating in such a worthy

It’s all Greek to Me
by Commodore Don Gilbert

continued on page 4

Next meeting will be
Thursday, July 19 th at the
Florida Gun & Tackle Club.



Full moon in Hallows Cove,
By Cruise Captains Peter & Alena Korous

We sure had a nice time cruising on our beautiful river with
great people, just too short of a time. We only received four
responses from boats that would be coming, but together we
ended up with nine boats, counting Caper. Also Rich Klimas
came to visit on his powerboat. It was great to see new
members Jay Gardner, and Bette with Dale bringing their boats.
Other cruisers were Allen & Linda Jones, Doug & Sherry
Rosen, Robert Lacina, Dave Porter, Don & Linda Gilbert, Bill
& Beverly Pierce and their friends. 
The arrival of Robert with his boat Celci brought a lot of
excitement especially when he tried to raft up
with the other boats. To
his defense I have to say
he was not able to
control his boat during
the difficult maneuvering
because he spun his
propeller and that is why
all the shifting orders we
were giving him did not
work. Unfortunately he
only found out about that
in the morning when we
were leaving and he
slowly crawled out of the
anchorage via sails in dead
calm, after everybody left. He missed the breakfast, too bad for
him, but on the other hand it was more delicious food left for
us. 

The weather was nice, light breeze in the evening, water
temperature perfect for swimming, a lot of delicious food, good
music, all just perfect for our gathering. The moon came up so
beautiful from behind the trees on the shore and shining over
the water. Sunday morning was also perfect sunshine. The water
cleared up and felt so refreshing after a hot night. We all left the
cove for the Klimas’famous and almost traditional cruising
breakfast. We all were happy to see Bob McClemens and Judy.
They are doing well, and we hope Bob will heal-up soon so
they can join us on the water again. Several other club members
joined the breakfast by car. Hopefully all of you had a good
time, even if some of you got caught by the rain, as we did. 

I think we had a successful first half of the year and we are
looking forward to having more members joining us. 

Next event will be on July 21st, at the Green Cove Springs Park
swimming pool. We tried to get a gazebo about two months ago,
but they only had it with one table, so we will meet on the dock
or raft-up and meet by the pool. Dress code – or song for the
day is: “Itsy bitsy teeny weenie yellow polka-dot bikini” and

this is all about FUN! Yeah!

We are not planning on any cooking at this
cruise. Think about bringing something light
for summer, try new recipes, and get ideas on
how to spend a nice weekend. We may cook
some breakfast the next day, but more info
will be provided. We hope you all will join us.
There is no excuse since you can come by car
if you don’t want to bring the boat. 

Reminder – GCS city dock has about 10 dock
spaces and if you want to stay over the night
or use power (30 and 50 amp receptacles)
there is a small fee. For power usage or night

stay you will need to register in the city police department office
across the park. 

Another Reminderis about “Cruising & Racing Memories”
binder/organizer. Some of you liked the idea and would like to
get one; but I will need a response from you along with your
favorite picture of your boat ASAP, so you can get it. I am
planning to have just the inside pages with the cruising, racing
log and cover sheet. Everyone can get their own binder
with their choice of size or color. I bring a sample to all
general meetings, so you are welcome to see how it
looks. If anyone needs more info, please let me know. 
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Well summer finally showed up. The winds have died
down till late afternoon. Not that I have had any time to
go sailing. When I do have time there is no wind or it is
raining. Can’t complain about the rain though, we sure
need it. I have been putting in a lot of hours at work
because Maxwell House is putting in a new plastic
container line. But don’t tell anyone, it’s supposed to be
a big secret. 

Next year is the 40th year of the North Florida Cruising
Club. We need to do something special to celebrate four
decades of great fellowship and sailing in northeast
Florida. 

I would like to set up a Sunsail charter in the BVI that
we could do in the last week of October 2008. I have
already contacted them and they are sending a video and
some pictures that I will present in the August or
September meeting. They will also come out and give
another presentation in January of next year. Last year I
went with Allen and Linda Jones during the
Thanksgiving week. We went as three couples so we
could share expenses. It worked out great and was one
of the best vacations I ever had.

So now is the time to start planning. If we go late
October that gives us almost sixteen months to plan
ahead and get an armada together of NFCC members to
party down in the BVI. It would be great to get ten
boats down there. Get together with your fellow sailors.
Start putting a little money aside and look ahead to next
October and prepare for a great adventure. If you have
never done anything like this you need to try it
at least once. You will not regret it. It is an
awesome experience.

Vice VersusVice Versus
by Vice Commodore Chuck Fields
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Hands on the Helm Update

By Mary Anne Dennis and Margaret Kuhn

First of all we still need volunteers and Mary Anne still needs
donations of sails to make the skipper bags. 

Next, we’d like to thank the following NFCC members for their
generous donations of items: Joan Rogers, the Berdahls, Doug
Rosen, the Carters and Mary Anne Dennis.  We could use some
help in the process of making these bags also.

We have donations from such local retailers asFresh Market,
Olde Greene Cupboard, etc. 

A very enthusiastic sponsor is Core Fitness forWomenon San
Jose Blvd. They have given us 15 coupons good for one month free
use of the facilities which includes orientation, consultation, fitness
classes and access to machines. They want these coupons to be
used by the women of NFCC and are excited about helping us get
in shape for the race! 

They have also given us membership coupons that will be used in
the raffle. In addition, they would like to offer themselves as crew
for the race to anyone who has the room and needs crew. Right now
there are about 4 or 5 women. The staff of Core Fitness is
committed to helping Hubbard House and will participate in any
way they can. They would even like to set up a display table inside
Core Fitness with NFCC brochures and Hands on the Helm
information to try to get more women interested in joining the race! 

Finally, Mary Anne is talking with our contact at Hubbard House
and is getting items for the Wish List. We have a band and food, so
let’s get the party started! 

We have hard acts to follow and need your help in making this event
as successful as it has been in previous years. So, please, step forward
and volunteer.  That means you ‘guys’, also. We can have a lot
of fun and raise much-needed money for this worthwhile
cause.



cause. How do we
keep improving?

In 2004, while the rest
of the world was
preparing to converge
on Greece for the
return of the modern
Olympics back to
Greece, I had the great
opportunity to join my
cruising buddies for a
week of sailing the
Western Cyclades.
Greece, with a
population of approximately 11
million, is in southeastern Europe
in the heart of the Mediterranean
Sea. Located on the north side
of the Med just east of Italy and
west of Turkey, there are
several smaller named bodies
of water that border Greece:
the Ionian Sea, the Aegean
Sea, the Sea of Crete, and
the Gulfs of Patras, Corinth,
Saronic, and Argolic. The
lands of Greece consists of the
mainland (where Athens, the capital city is located),
the Peloponnese, Crete, Ionian islands, Aegean islands for
which the Cyclades are found. The Hellenic Republic is a
Presidential Parliamentary Republic. The language is
GREEK! However, fortunately, most mainland Greeks
speak English very well and were very friendly and
helpful. The Greek islanders did not speak much English
although they really wanted to help as well, strategic
pointing and patience is necessary at all times.

The Kiriacoulis Mediterranean
chartered yacht was a Gib Sea 364
named San Giorgio with no self
steering. We learned to balance the
sails to conserve our energy at the
helm! We arrived in Athens a
couple of days before our boat was
available; we were greeted by 20-
30 knot winds blowing on shore.
We got to spend some time touring
Athens and what I call the ancient
“rubbles”.  The history of Greece is
very fascinating and worth reading
on your long passages. Athens is a

very European city that needed a great deal
of infrastructure

improvements as they
prepared to host the
world.  I got to watch
preliminaries of the
Olympic yacht races held
not too far from my hotel
on the Attic Coast between
Kalamaki and Zea. There are
great beaches and sailing
venues, but the water was still
chilly in June. And did I
mention the high winds. The
typical prevailing winds are
divided into three major areas

surrounding Greece. The area where we sailed usually
experiences a North to northeast “meltimi” during the
summer months with blows up to Force 7 or even 8 at
times with normality around 5 to 6. June is lighter than
July and August. Nevertheless, my anxiety level was
peaking while waiting on our cruise to begin. I have a
great respect for charter boats and prefer lighter winds for
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Rope Yarn
Cruising to Hallowes

Cove
By Sherry Reeves

Saturday, June 30th, was a great day for a
cruise down south.  Eight vessels,
loaded with crew and provisions, tied up
for the evening to enjoy food, drink,

music, swimming, and just “shooting
the breeze.”  A manatee made a
memorable stop to see what all the
commotion was.  Most spectacular of
all was the rising of a beautiful full
moon!  (How did Peter and Alena
arrange that?)

As the moon was a treat to the sense
of sight, the brunch at Rich and Trish’s
was a feast to the taste buds!
Delicious casseroles, eggs, pancakes,
coffee cakes, and fruit served with
great coffee, juices, bloody marys and
mimosas. 

It was a beautiful cruise!

my experience. Well my prayers were answered, the
winds got lighter and lighter and lighter as the week went
on. Be careful what you pray for…

Let me encourage you when you get a charter boat, check
out every system on the boat before you depart. Make sure
you have all the safety equipment and the radio works!
Also, make sure you know the local laws for waste
disposal and where along your cruising grounds you can
pick up essentials that you may have forgotten. I have
never been on a Gib Sea, but she was laid out well and in
fairly good shape and appeared very much seaworthy.
After checking on all the systems, I felt better about
heading out in the high winds.  Of course, the winds were
on our nose as we headed down the Attic Coast towards
our first anchorage off of Sounion, our jumping off point
for a short passage to the Western Cyclades.

The Cyclades are the islands that most
represent the common perception of what

Greece looks like. These are the brown sun-scorched
islands with huddled cubist white houses with colorful
trim dotted over the landscape; the waters around the
islands are cobalt blue and mottled turquoise over a sand
and rock bottom, and the sun blazes down out of a clear
blue sky.  Vegetation is scarce; however, there is a rich
beauty to these islands that is hard for me to describe.  Our
week cruising had very few clouds and absolutely no rain!

Next month, I will tell you about these islands and some
of the unusual experiences I had in them.  In the
meantime, please continue to gather up your “stuff” in
preparation for the Hands on the Helm auction in
September.  Our gracious HOH co-leaders, Mary Anne
Dennis and Margaret Dean, encourage your participation
and support in garnering sponsors and crew bag items for
this great charity event that benefits such a worthy
cause in the Hubbard House.
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Don Gilbert, Commodore dgilbert.ee82@gtalumni.org
Chuck Fields,  Vice Commodore i s k a g u a @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Guy Anderson, Rear Commodore guykanderson@worldnet.att.net
Tommy Holland, Race Captain hollandmarine@bellsouth.net
Peter and Alena Kourous, Cruise Captains e v a k o r o u s @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Adam Norwood, Treasurer a h n o r w o o d @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Joan Rogers,  Secretary j r o g e r s 1 7 @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t
Bruce Cornel l ,  Director seaboots2001@yahoo.com
Ted Jones, Director t e d s a i l i n g @ a o l . c o m
Lesl ie Carter,  Director s p a n i r i s h @ b e l l s o u t h . n e t
Margaret  Dean, Webmaster k u h n d e a n @ c o m c a s t . n e t
Ana Costa,  Windscoop Edi tor a n i n h a w 7 9 @ y a h o o . c o m

20072007BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS

Rope Yarn will be our newaddition to the Scoop. If youhave a sail story, or somegreat pictures of a cruise orany ideas you would like toshare with the rest of themembers, submit it toaninha@comcast.netIt might end up in the nextScoop. Thanks to our CruiseCaptains for the great idea!

Welcome Aboard!

Dale Pollock & Bette
s.v. Miss Astor

and
William "Jay" Gardner

s.v. Mistral



An America’s Cup to Remember
By Past Commodore Dave Kyser

The 32nd America’s Cup, sailed in Valencia Spain was one for the
highlight reels, with the closest racing ever seen in the storied
history of the Auld Mug. The Challengers, and winners of the Louis
Vuitton Cup, were Team Emirates New Zealand (Kiwis) on NZL92
with Kiwi Skipper Dean Barker, American Tactician Terry
Hutchinson, and a mostly Kiwi crew. They squared off for a grudge
match in the best-of-nine series against the Defenders, Team Alinghi
(Switzerland) on SUI 100 with American Helmsman Ed Baird, Kiwi
Tactician Brad Butterworth, and a mixed-bag of crew from many
countries, including several Kiwis. 

Racing began on June 23rd, with Race 1 only yielding light-to-
medium air. The Swiss on Alinghi looked clearly faster and lead all
the way around the course, exhibiting solid boat speed and text-
book tactics, taking Race 1. Things didn’t look good for the Kiwis,
and the nay-sayers were out in abundance. Little did they know how
wrong they would be.

Race 2 started out differently with the Kiwis showing very
aggressive starting tactics, winning the start close under the
committee boat, and somehow using new-found boat-speed to hold
Alinghi out to the lay-line in the first upwind beat, rounding the
weather mark first. The Kiwis were clearly faster downwind in this
race, leaving one to wonder, what change did they make? They
called their new keel “Long Buzzy-Bee”. 
NZL 92 crossed the line first
holding off SUI 100 giving the
Kiwis race 2, series tied 1-1. 
Game on!

Race 3 began with an incredibly
audacious move by the Kiwis
when they avoided the dial-up at
the start, (the normal opening
move) and aggressively drove
deep to leeward under Alinghi and
got away with crossing to the
starboard side of the start box,
eventually winning the start and
the desired starboard side. They
controlled the weather beat until
nearing the top mark, when
Alinghi’s regular gains on the tack
paid off and she barely rounded ahead. The Kiwis found some
serious downwind speed and pulled off a pass on the downwind leg,
opening a significant lead. Then at the bottom gate-rounding, the
Kiwis botched the drop, and their signature bright red spinnaker got
sucked into the starboard genoa car as they tried to round up to a
port-beat. Sailing about twenty degrees below their intended course
because of the jam, they tried in vain to clear it, then tacked away to
starboard hoping to clear it that way, but the spinnaker got sucked
into the port genoa car on that side also! Alinghi reeled them in, and
by the time NZL92 finally cleared her decks of the roiling red
mess, Alinghi had pulled off the pass and lead the beat back to the
top for the downwind run to the finish. On that final leg, Tactician
Brad Butterworth in Alinghi let the Kiwis go, not covering as the

yachts tried to find their best downwind speed. This proved
to be a crucial mistake as the Kiwis found new air and were able to
pull off a downwind pass, narrowly beating Alinghi to the finish in
a very exciting race with four lead changes. Now the Kiwis lead the
series 2-1!

Race 4 was a demonstration that Alinghi acknowledged lack of
covering as a strategic mistake. They won the start and the desired
right side, controlling the race with deliberate covering tactics, and
lead all the way around the course in close racing. The Kiwis
threatened on the final downwind leg, but during a gibing duel, a
twist in the Kiwi spinnaker sealed their fate, with Alinghi winning
the race and tying the series 2-2. 

Race 5 had a very aggressive start with Alinghi tightly hunting the
Kiwis. The Kiwis sailed out of the starting box into the spectator
fleet using a rather large yacht as a “pick” to shake off the cover.
After a close start and upwind leg, the Kiwis found themselves
ahead at the top mark going into the bear-away spinnaker set.
Shortly after that, seeing a small tear in their big red chute, the crew
aboard NZL92 began to do a peel-away spinnaker replacement.
Routine stuff, really…not today, though. As the new chute was
being rigged, the damaged one exploded leaving red parts
everywhere and fouling the lines for the intended set. The Kiwis
scramble to sort it out, all the while compromising boat speed as
they muddled along “bear-headed.” During the confusion, one of
the spinnaker sheets was lost and the new spinnaker flagged away,
irretrievable. As SUI 100 passed them by, the Kiwis finally cut
away the fouled spinnaker and set a third one on their only halyard

remaining, but it went up with an
hour-glass twist in! To me it
looked like a Wednesday night
Beer-can race, with a different
budget! It seemed symbolic there
was so much red on the water.
After finally sorting it out and
rejoining the fight, the Kiwis
made a match of it, but Alinghi
held them off to win the race and
take the lead in the series 3-2. 

Race 6 featured an aggressive,
controversial start with a long
drag-race beat showing how
close the boats were in boat
speed, but Alinghi was still
always slightly higher and

slightly faster. After a monumental tacking duel and four lead
changes in the first leg alone, Alinghi rounded the top mark first.
They maintained a slight lead and tight cover all the way around
until the final downwind leg, when the Kiwis got to within one boat
length behind, and in Alinghi’s water, getting a “tow.” Alinghi held
them off though, as the Kiwis threw one extra gibe at it, which
slowed them down significantly in the falling breeze. Alinghi
crossed the line to lead the series 4-2. Match point!

Race 7 proved to be the most exciting America’s Cup race I’ve ever
seen. (Yes, I watched the ladies lose to Dennis in ’95)  The race
started in Heavy air, around 15-18 knots. (Heavy for IACC Yachts)
After a very even start, Alinghi barely got around the top mark first.
On the first downwind run, the Kiwis demonstrated brilliant tactics
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Race 7; It doesn’t get any closer than this!



in thinking ahead down-course, setting up for the eventual
use of their dirty air to engineer a pass. Leading at the bottom gate,
the Kiwis tried to hold off Alinghi on the weather beat. The
resultant tacking duel led to an even-up approach to the weather
mark, and me on my feet screaming at the television. As Alinghi
approached the weather mark, which was to be rounded to
starboard, they were on the starboard tack. The Kiwis were on Port,
and knowing they were not going to cross ahead of Alinghi, they
elected to try and duck Alinghi and be close astern of them at the
mark to set up an opportunity for the pass on the downwind leg. As
the yachts came together and NZL92 bore away for the duck, Ed
Baird on SUI 100 “Dialed down” below course to make things
difficult for the Kiwis. Dean Barker on NZL92 aggressively put the
helm down to avoid Alinghi. Brad Butterworth on Alinghi
performed a quick-draw on his protest flag, and after some
deliberation on the Judges boat, they raised the Yellow flag, giving
a penalty to the Kiwis, seemingly ending the Regatta in one
demoralizing blow. The Kiwis knew they had to complete their
penalty turns at any time before crossing the finish line, which is a
death-sentence in match racing. The Kiwis were now right behind
Alinghi as they set spinnakers, and the gravity of the situation set in
as the Kiwi after-guard remained silent and looked demoralized. It
seemed the finish would be anti-climactic realizing the obstacle to
be overcome in only one leg. The Kiwis went flyer, hoping to find
different air, and Alinghi, confident of their overwhelming position,
let them go to the other side of the course, assured the Cup was in
the bag, only 400 meters away. Just then, the wind shifted 120
degrees to The Kiwi side and dropped to about 6 knots! The Kiwis
saw it first, doused their chute and raised the jib as they took off

close-hauled straight to the finish while Alinghi literally ran
into the wind shift, their spinnaker fouling into their rig. This
astonishing turn of events had everyone’s heart pounding as the
Kiwis closed in on the finish line now 100 meters ahead of Alinghi!
As NZL 92 approached the finish, they began their penalty turns;
SUI 100 had sorted things out and was now starting to build a head
of steam as they closed in. As NZL 92 completed her penalty, she
headed toward the line only feet away, but was barely moving from
all the rudder work. Both boats tried to accelerate in the failing
breeze. Alinghi had more way-on though, and barely slipped about
five feet of her nose under at the line; the finish so close both boats
originally erupted in cheers as neither was certain who’d won! The
race committee communicated that Alinghi had won, and that was
it: Alinghi wins the 32nd America’s Cup 5-2!
This was the most exciting America’s Cup I can remember, and I’ve
paid attention to them since Dennis Connors first lost it!

Several days after winning the Cup, Swiss Team Alinghi, Defender
of Record (Defending Yacht Club: Société Nautique de Genéve)
announced they would be changing the boat measurement rule,
creating a new class. The IACC boats have been in existence since
1992; the new rule would allow the boats to be made from all
carbon fiber, make the boats 33 meters (90’) and increase the crew
from 18 to 21.  Also in a mini temper-tantrum, the lead sponsor,
Louis Vuitton announced it was pulling out of Cup sponsorship.
I’ve read several conflicting reports on why. Swiss owned Rolex is
the lead contender for major sponsorship. If Valencia is renewed as
the venue, the 33rd America’s Cup could be sailed as soon as 2009.
I’m already looking forward to it!
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