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The Program this week will contain information on how to obtain a Captain’ S License,
and a short DVD about the Sailing Schooner Freedom

Course change or sail trim?...
by Commodore Don Gilbert

As | sit here typing this article, | cartielp but take stock of What about this

all things happening in my lif@his is because | am less tharclub, the NFCC?

one week away from departure on my longest open water Well, after all | am

passage ever! For some of you it would be just another  the Commodore an

passage to Bermuda, but for me, | will find myself at some | need to write this

point over 400 miles from any shore, 4 times further than | article on time to

have ever been. Knowing | will be out of range of rescue lead by example! \
helicopters, gives me some pause for reflection on my Not to mention the

preparations. For example, when was the last time you had=COC skippers -
your tetanus shot? It has been almost 35 years for me. So imeeting, publishing
made time for an appointment at the clinic. Since | am the rostersetting up
traveling on another pers@nboat, what can | expect for the next Board
emegency response: secondary life boat (dinghy or life raftjneeting, etc.
ditch kit, signaling devices, floatation devices, medical kit,
communication equipment, food and water provisions, etc?
Whatever is lacking, | need to provide for my own peace of
mind.

Okay, some of you
may be getting dizz,
and looking for a course change, but some of you may be
thinking “Cake walk” and just trim the sails, but | consider all
Now that | have the most important provisions in order for of this living! So what do you do when faced with significant
the boat and voyage, what about my family that will be time demands? | pause and begin proactive planning. | also,
staying behind? Do they know my float plan, my return flighdo not let it consume me. For example, yesterdfigr Linda
schedule, how to contact the coast guard, or more and | shuttled our childrenfofo their friends and activities,
importantly all the financial aspects of running the householde swung by the boat show where we met 5 new people whc
without me? So, | am spending time sorting through all thiswere willing to help us with some boat issues and then ran
put my home in order before departuked of course there into several very good friends who generously invited us to

Shadowfaxoff the wind.

are my work responsibilities that need to bgamized and join them for dinnerMy thanks to Jéf Rose Marie, Hal,
delegated in my absence. Julie, and Chuck for a very enjoyable and relaxing evening at
the Brick!

Today the winds are favorable, out of the east at 10-12
knots, the skies are clear and fresh, and Linda and | hav
an outing on Koinonia planned with 3 other frientisis

is what we live for and it should be a high priority for
your spiritual well being. It should not be just another

& check in the box on your busy schedule.

7 So what does all my rambling have to do with you?
Well, we at NFCC encourage you to get involved in our
fellowship and charity activities. Come to a meeting, join
a raft up, or better yet, enter one or more of our most
popular race/cruise events. But above all, consider

Safe Harbor Boys Home.
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getting involved in helping out on our two big Upcoming Events

charity events: the First Coastf€ifore Challenge May 17" — NFCC General Meeting at the Florida Guri&ckle Club

(FCOC) benefiting the Safe Harbor Boys Home ) . )
and the Hands on the Helm (HOH) benefiting thMay 26" — Race to Fernandina &ruise to Cumberland Island. Get Race

Hubbard House. Of course, by time you read thNf0 at the NFCC general meeting.

article, the FCOC will have been a tremendous june 30" — Raft up in Hallowes Cove, Full moddeekend! Plan on
success with a new record high participation in pjrate costumes, games, and maybe a dinghy race and some swimming
only its third year; howeveto continue the There will be a covered-dish style dinnget creative and make yours a
momentum, the club will need you to get engag pirate theme! Print out the words to your favorite sing-along songs so we

to help next yearf this is not your cup of charity can all join in. Of course, Hallowes Cove is a great place for swimming
tea, then please consider NFE@ng running and relaxing.

tradition of the HOHThis years event is being . _ o _
co-chaired by two of our outstanding members, July 21 - Su_mm_er Crws_e to Green Cove Sprinigs.up at t_he city
Mary Anne Dennis and Mgaret Dean, and they dock, swimming in the city park poale welcome suggestions for other

will need your help to make this another activities at that cruise.

successful fun event. One way you can help is 1august 18" — LandYacht Cruise/PartyThis is Katys place, in

gather up all of your excess boating gear and  Hawthorne, at Riley Lake. Swimming and Luau palg Fun!
donate it to our annual HOH auction to be held . . o
August. No item is refuse@here are many other Septemberl® thru 3* — Race/Cruise totSAugustine After the race, join

roles that you could help fill, so join thef@t to the cruise! See future articles for details.
help the unfortunate others that need our help. November— Rear Commodorg'CruiseTBA.

I wish you the best in your living an
hope to see you next month.

The boys from Safe Harbor at Awards Party at the FCOC.

Ocean Avenue from St. Augustine at the
FCOC
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Cruisin g and r acing with Caper ~ FCOC Final Overall Regatta
Cruise Captains — Peter and Alena Korous Spinnaker

Whisper— Tom Bell — First Place
Cracker Jack- Hal Runnfeldt — Second Place
Sords Cailin- John Spierre Fhird Place

The sailing season is in full swing and we are having
good time trying to keep up with the racing and cruising
schedule. It seems like the biggest hurdle to participate
in all events on the river — and the ocean — is having a
full time job. Also, the boats are getting a good workout
which means more maintenance for them.

Non Spinnaker

The Last Mangas Robert Ford — First Place
Pied "a Mer— Bernard Schapiro — Second Place

Whiteflash— William Hellings —Third Place
The cruise to Safe Harbor Boys Home the weekend
before the FCOC was a success; though loosely
organized, it was fun to go down river in the company of
other boatsWe were very busy getting the boat ready for
the mighty ocean, as were all boats participating in the
FCOC.

Cruiser A
Bananas- Robert McClemens — First Place
Continuation—Alec Boriss — Second Place
Sunday MorninJazz— Gene Sokolowski Fhird Place

Cruiser B
Blue Dolphin— Ken Christenson — First Place
Caper— Peter Korous — Second Place
Sineann- Kevin Conway -Third Place

For some reason, | became popular among the Safe
Harbor Boys, especially when | introduced our fighting
song for the race “Dohyou wish to have girlfriend hot

R e e e
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like me” by Pussycat DollsWhen they heard me rapping
they were snapping theirs fingers and tapping theirs toes. FCOC RC Re po rt
Maybe I'm on to something and I should try to find a Treasurer, Adam Norwood

label to start recording. This yeats FCOC regatta is finally behind us and my stress

When we got back from the race on Satuy@PERgot level has finally come down to normal. Initially we had 42

a welcoming ovation from all the boys. Many thanks toboats signed up, but several had to scratch, and we ended
Safe Harbor Boys Home, it was a fun time. with a total of 37 competitorsThe fastest rated boat at 66
------- Peter...... was a one year old C&CLAE; the slowest rated boat at 270
May 27" — 28" is scheduled for our cruising eventto ~ was a 30 year old Cape Dory 2bhat’s a big rangeAnd it
Cumberland Island. May 26vill be the Ofshore Race tomakes it tough on RC boats at the finish livge did the

Fernandina Beach, where you may stay awght or go  best we could given the boats we had and the demands of
to CumberlandWe plan to go for a beach walk on the seas.

Sunday build sand castles, throw Frisbees, swim, etc.
Any idea that will come to your mind is welcomed. Bring/édnesdag start boat, Resolute, got back to the Boys
beach toys, shovels, and/or buckets to build cagttes, Home at 12:35 and allowed me to jump and rwhen |

please bring a dish to share for the Sunday Covered Daghived at the dock intSAugustine to join the finish boat,

on Cumberland Island. the engine was running and we were able to shdvat of
Alena 13:50. We made it out to SN and were anchored about
14:45; only 15 minutes before the first boat finished at
15:00. As the day wore on and the waves began to build, a
few laige waves with deep troughs came through pulling out

bow down to the last inch of freeboard.sIt’

disconcerting to see this happening, knowing that a tiny
bit more wave engy could swamp you. | had planned

on using a laptop to do the number crunching while on
station, but the seas had other idea& were on the

edge of safe anchoring, but managed to stay on station
till 18:40. We left 6 boats to take their own timA.

couple of boats reported their finish times as we were
nearing the dock, then a couple more reported in as | wa
driving over to the yacht club. $t'strange talking on the
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VHF while driving a car West Marine to open up after they had closed),
then shoved éffrom the Ortega River at 19:30,
finishing the repairs en route. He and Rosemarie tugget
volunteered to fill in. Now Bill is a brave fellow and a °" YP the ICWn the dqu, picked me up a_t Fe_rnan_dlna
. at 12:45, then we continued out to the finish line, just
good power boatenWe went out to SA, getting issing the first three boat$Ve were able to see the
drenched in the process, and he thought that maybe hlrlg hts cgomin from the toweé into the channel of Jolie
could motor into the waves and keep a relatively goodDg ng:] q | ¢ ininot Toniah
line so | could monitor the start. Once out there, we ancerandt.apel, and we aimost ran innot fonig ;
gave it a try for about 15 minutes, but it turned out to @eettlng close enough to read _her sail numbers in the
pie in the sky Even if we could have held on for an moonlight. The seas were a little g and a lot
uncomfortable, so much so, that we were unable to
anchor at the lineAlthough we tried three times, we
kept dragging away from the toweFurthey one person
on the boat was terribly seasick — but never complained.
We waited it out to check in the majority of the boats,
trying to hang on inside the little flat bottom boat, but
then started back in at about 04:00, leaving 5 boats to
go. For this boat ride, | was mostly a passen@ave
great credit to Jétand Rosemarie for doing much more
than was required.

For the start of Race 2, our originally scheduled boat
was unable to make it. Bill Bacon, of the\X82,

Tim Deegan gives the weather brief.

hour or so, | judged that it was better to have everyone
start under the same condition&/e went back into the
protection of the cut and were able to notify everyone
coming out of the necessity for a self starhis

situation is a perfect example of why it is important to
have a timepiece on board synchronized with the Rac
Committee clock.

For the & Marys finish boat, JéKnoll worked a full
day onThursday came down to the Norditug (a recent
trade-in arrival at our localtSBartsYachts brokerage),
fixed a water pump and the steaming light (by getting

Whisper’s winning crew

Jack Reynolds, the skipper/owner of the Resolute, was
sick from some tainted food on Saturday morning, but
shoved df anyway at 09:30 with a group of four boys.
They were on station by1130 and | was able to join
them at aboutt45. The wind filled in at 12:15, and
. the boats started showing up at 13:30. By 15:40, all but

Capt' Da\“d P. Kyser two boats had finished, and we had to pull up anchor

~Marine Surveyor and begin heading in. Jack had originally been

USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed .. . . . .

niagaravachtservices.com misinformed of the third race schedule, thinking it was

WWW.NIag y . ; on Friday He cancelled his Saturday plans that had
7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244 i .
been in place for several months becauss jost that

(904) 631-2926 Fax (866) 893-6648 _
davek@niagarayachtservices_com klnd Of fe”oW ThankS JaCk fOI’ the use Of SUCh a

NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES
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expect to beat the well-practiced spinnaker class

While we were coming in from the finish line on boats. Peter reported running wing and wing all night
Saturday| was able to use Mgaret Dears laptop and long whilst being scared silly of an accidental jidénis
ClearWire connection to get the race data uploaded tois a classic instance where sailing is the only sport in
the internet.Then upon arrival at the Boys Home, |  which you be scared out of your wits going 6.5 nautical
used Doug Smitls’ ofice computer to tweak the last  miles per hour Take that, NAASCAR.

little bits of data from the last two boats. One last item of importance: Hoss Hawkins, an NFCC

Things worked very well, considering the various and RC membeis still alive. The sea returned him to
constraints. Believe me, without all the skippers who us unharmed. Rejoice.
volunteered their boats and time, we would not want t

see the entry fees for this size of a regatta. Yhe hardest part of sailing is leaving the houdg

| did make one mistake in the final calculations that
affected the overall ratings. In Race 3, one of the Nor
Spin boats wash’sure if they might have used an illege
sail and they reported this to me during the race. | we
supposed to follow up and figure out the details after
arriving back at the Boys Home dock. Idot to do this
in all the excitement and rush of getting the results
published. Because of this, the third place overall in t
Non-Spin division went to the wrong boat. It should
have gone téWhiteflash the Oyster 48.5 skippered by
William Hellings. | apologize for the error

All of the race data is posted on the FOB&bsite,
sailjax.com. It should be fun to study for all the racers
and also for other club members. For instance, the
overall first and second place positions in the overnight
race went taJolie Dancer skippered by Rich Klimas,
andCaper,
skippered by
Peter Korous.
These are not the
boats you would

Incommunicado looking good!

BOARD MEMBERS

Don Gilbert,Commodore

Chuck Fields,Vice Commodore
GuyAndersonRear Commodore
Tommy Holland,Race Capin

Peter and\lena KourousCruise Caphins
Adam Norwood,Treasurer
Joan RogersSecreary

Bruce Cornell,Director

Ted Jonespirector

Leslie Cartey Director
Margaret Dean Webmaster
Ana Costa,Windscoop Editor

dgilbert.ee82@gtalumni.gr
iskagua@comcast.net
guykanderson@worldnet.att.net
hollandmarine@bellsouth.net
evakorous@comcast.net
ahnorwood@comcast.net
jrogersl7@earthlink.net
seaboots2001@yahoo.com
tedsailing@aol.com
spanirish@bellsouth.net
kuhndean@comcast.net

_ aninhaw79@yahoo.com
Caper heading to shore at the FCOC
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A FirSt Rate Offshore ChaIIEI II%E The story that will be told and retold is that of a crew

Past Commode, Dave Montgomegr

There are two things one fervently hopes for when putting ct)

an event like the First Coastf€tiore Challengelhe first is
plenty of wind and the second is plenty of boa@tss year

the gods smiled on us and we had plenty of bagh. looked
out on the crowd at thEuesday night skipp& meeting | was
gratified to see crews from Charleston, SavanAatelia
Island, $. Augustine and Daytona as well as our proud

ber named “Hoss” aboai@rackerjack, As the boat was
screaming downwind under spinnaker in 20 knots of wind,
Iﬁere was an accidental gybe and Hoss was knocked
overboard. He found himself in the water watching
Crackerjacksail away wishing he had put on a PFD.
Miraculously the remaining crew were able to haul down the
chute, turn the boat around and find Hoss as he bobbed
around in the 6 ft rolling waves. Lucky man.

On Saturdayl jumped ship and went aboaldlie Dancerfor

Jacksonville contingent. If anybody doubts this is a regionathe race back to Jawhat fun that was— lots of crew all of

event let those doubts be dispelled right now

| was invited to crew oifom Flemming$ luxurious Hunter
36, Windchaseralong with fellow past commodore Rick
Elbracht.Although not built for spee@om’s yacht dfers a
degree of comfort I'd like to become used-eincluding air
conditioning and hot showers.

Wednesday race began with light winds out of the
southwest, which made for an upwind tacking duibke
winds built steadily to about 15 with plenty of wave action.
There are reports of seasickness on some boats but our
skipper and crew maintained their cool.

The party
at S.
Augustine
YC was
first
rate...great
food from
Gypsy Cab
Co. and
Starboard! Lorenzo
and the
Allstars were a huge crowd pleaséven though we enjoyed

them friends, and a very comfortable boat. Unfortunatiesy
wind was uncomfortably absent for much of the. ddter
gambling on a tack &hore, and bobbing around for awhile,
we finally caught a breeze and made it to the finish just ahea
of Shadowfax(Oh the shamell in all, it was one of the

best birthdays I've ever had.

The day and the FCOC concluded with another gala banquet
and awards ceremony inside the cavernous shop at Safe
Harbor Boys HomeWell over 100 happy people chomped on
delicious barbeque and applauded as trophies were awarded
When it came time to award the big shiny cup for the overall
winner, it was our owrnfom Bell and his crew aboard
Whisperwho took the top honor3his years FCOC called on
every sailing skill andom apparently has them all.

My final image of the day was after the trophy presentation
and dinner were over arithe Riffs cranked up the music

again (by the way we have to get them back!). Suddenly ther
were about a dozen boys from Safe Harbor along with six or
eight sailors and crew members snaking through the room in
a conga line and then out on the dance floor dancing like mac
and having the time of their liveShe enegy and joy they all
exuded made the perfect end for an event | was proud to be

the great newtSAugustineYacht Club, we were bushed so itpart of and delighted to take part in.

was back to the bunk right after dinner

As we sat in the marina drhursday afternoon we nervously
listened to the wind howling through the riggings ijonna
be hairy out there, | thoughs it turned out, the wind was
out of the southeast at 18 to 22 kndwo strong for the
committee boat to put down an anchor and stay put. Most

When you get a chance, congratulate GogersonAdam

Norwood,Vernon Dean, Chuck Fields, Louis Samford and
everyone else connected with FCOC on doing an
outstanding job putting on a memorable and =\
perfectly run racing event.

helmsmen had their hands full keeping control of their boats

but it was probably the fastest ride ever fromABigustine to
the 8. Mary’s Inlet. | remember standing at the wheel of
Windchasemwith my feet firmly planted for stability while |
madly spun the wheel back and forth like a drunken wheel
fortune just to keep the boat on trackere was a full moon
shining on the water and mist in the. &ife could no longer

of

see land or other boats but it was exciting and terrific sailing.

Our finish at 3:42 a.m. didhput us in trophy contention, but

it was a darned sight better than finishing last year at about

2:30 in the afternoon.
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Hands on the Helm 2007

Margaret Dean and Mary Anne Dennis

Yes, that time of year will soon be upon us again.
Race day will be October 6", but of course, we’ll start
partying the day before at the Rudder Club in Orange
Park. This has been an annual event for NFCC since
1972 and the 10" year as a fund raising event for the

Hubbard House. This is a great way for both the
women and men to become involved in the club. We
need the ideas, time and commitment of many people

to make this event successful!

Our next meeting will be Thursday, May 24™ at The
Loop restaurant on San Jose Blvd. Anyone willing to
help is invited. Bring a basic drawing of your creative
idea of what this years’ T-shirt should look like. Also,

set aside the date of Saturday, June 16" for the
monthly meeting and to break into teams to canvass
for sponsors and donations in several areas of our
sailing community.

Margaret and Mary Anne will be looking forward to
your input any time. See you at the regular NFCC
meeting then the 24" at the Loop.

**Need donations of any old sails (dacron, mylar,
spinnaker).

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268

page7?
www .nfccsail.com

Sailing on TV alert!

By Past Commodore Dave Kyser

Don’t miss exciting sailing coverage Mersus, Cable 24 if
you're a Comcast customérhe LouisVuitton Cup is the
Yacht Racing that decides which challenger will face
defendingAmerica’s Cup Champ3eamAlinghi (Swiss) for

the 32¢ America’s Cup.After several weeks of fleet racing
and round-robin match racing, the Chinese, French, Swede:
SouthAfricans, Germans, and other teams from Italy &
Spain, have all been eliminatethe Semi-finals are going

on now The Semi-finals have themerican teamTeam

BMW Oracle facing one of the Italian teams on Luna
RossaThe Italians have sailed for the cup beforeTeam
BMW Oracle has their hands full in what will probably be
extremely close racing.he other series has the Kiwis on
Team New Zealand facing one of the Spanish teams on
Team Desafio Espafiol 200he Kiwis had the best score
coming out of the round-robins, so they got to pick their
opponentTeam Desafio Espafiol 2007 has never beat the
Kiwis in head-to-head racing, so the Kiwis are the favorites.
This is a best of nine series, so the first team with five wins
moves on.The winner of these two series will then race for
Louis Vuitton Cup. Cool computer graphics, incredible
camera angles, instantaneous on-water judgments of
infractions, and excellent explanations of the tactics make
this truly entertainingV for the sailing enthusiast. Go to
http://www.versus.com/americascand click on “TV
Schedule”.The matches are live at 8:30 am.




