November - 2007

Our last General
Meeting of the year

will be November
15" at the Florida

Gun & Tackle Club .

Join us for a great
time with your
friends at the

NFCCand to vote
for the 2008 board

(see page 6 for the

slate).

It is also your
chance to enter our
Annual Photo
Contest! Bring your
photos to the
meeting ready to
post for display.
We will be voting on
the 4 categories at
this next meeting.
The best overall
photo goes on the
cover of next year’s
Roster.

It Is all down wind from here

Commodore Don Gilbert

The preliminary unaudited report at the October general meeting of the funds raise
for Hubbard House was exciting. Once again, the bar has been raised for such a
worthy cause. NFCC is truly a charitable group of sailors. Speaking of ¢liaeity
food this year at our General Meetings has been excelleahksVernon for your
great contribution to the club events.

From time to time, | like to pause and think about my long term plans to cross the
Atlantic and cruise the Mediterranean and back acrosAtletic to cruise the
Caribbean. | have begun the long and probably arduous process to learn Spanisk
Ola! Even though it is years awatyprobably will be here before | know it. | have
enjoyed the years in the club hearing from others about their ventures across the
Atlantic and in some cases across the world. | have learned a great deal, but
probably not enoughThere is nothing like actually doing it to teach you all the
lessons learned unfortunately in real time.

As | was driving back from one of my routine tripsTempa this yead was coming
over the Buckman and experienced a little slip with my car as it was befiegelluf

by 25+ knots of ugly northeast winds and light rafs | looked upon thetSJohns
River with the white caps and dark grey skizappened to think about sailing in it.
For some crazy reason, when there is wind, no matter how high, I think about the
challenge of sailing in it. My sense of adventure somehow throws common sense
out the window and often leaves me with boat repairs. HowEksee it as an
opportunity to test the boat and my skills in relatively safe waters prior to my future
Atlantic crossing. | know this does not appeal to all of you, but if you would like t
join me, let me know!

| suspect that this will be the last article and because | will be out of town on
business for the next General meeting, it may be the last time | see you this year
unless you decide to join Linda and | for the Change of Command dinner to be he
at the Floridaracht Club on Decembef".7Social will start at 6:30 PM and Dinner

will be served at 7:30 PM and the program will begin at 8:00 PM.

Okay | have my asymmetrical chute up and sailing down wind in gentle following
seas listening to some music on the cockpit radio and watching the birds circle the
boat as | get closer to harbarhanks for letting me take the helm!
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Rear Commodoltec

GuyAnderson "t

BOARD MEMBERS
The Rear Commodore Cruise aAmity
Harbor was well attendedlhe long standing NFCC members were ve Don Gilbert, Commodore
pleasantly surprised as to the remodéadty Anchorage facility Over dgilbert.ee82@gtalumni.gr

the years there have been lots of great NFCC partfwig, and we
have now resurrected the tradition. It was great to have some of the
boats cruise in and bring some pirates with them. Due to the dire
weather forecast- (which was wrong- it was a beautiful evening) mar  Guy Anderson, Rear Commodore

Chuck Fields, Vice Commodore
iskagua@comcast.net

the cruisers came via land- good to have so many hands at the party guykanderson@worldnet.att.net
Thanks go to John and Lois Spierre for being dock master and

mistress—all boats and hands landed saf@god music was provided Tommy Holland, Race Capmin
by BoFus — and we didnget the neighbors upsend we had great hollandmarine@bellsouth.net

food prepared byernon Dean and his (faithful?) helper Bruce Cornell _ _
Peterand Alena Kourous Cruise Caphins

An announcement about First Coasfsbbére Challenge 2008- the SO T

registration is now openThe registration can be done on the web at Adam Norwood. Treasurer

www.fcoc2008.com Regatta dates afgoril 9-12, 2008. We are ahnorwood@comcast.net
anticipating an expanded field of yachts and sailors, so mark your

calendars, @anize your crews, and plan to participate in a great ever Joan Rogers Secrefry
The FCOC Committee will be requesting additional help for running 1 jrogersl7@earthlink.net

years event, so watch th&indScoop for those announcements.

Bruce Cornell, Director
Look forward to seeing all members at the November monthly meetii seaboots2001@yahoo.com
for the election of dicers and directors for 2008. Meeting is Novemb
15" at North Floridalackle and Gun ClubWe will have some new
members to welcome into NFCC.

Ted Jones Director
tedsailing@aol.com

Leslie Carter, Director
Thank you to all for your support during 2007. spanirish@bellsouth.net
Margaret Dean Webmaster

kuhndean@comcast.net

Ana Costa, Windscoop Editor
aninhaw79@yahoo.com

Ther-orlly Mon

Catering and Personal Chef Service
904-398-1165

1523 Nicholson Road = Jacksonville, Florida 32207

Vernon Dean
Proprictor
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Po;er &-t’ﬁﬂ
(. Alan Both

Sailing Yacht Specialist 904.389.0500
4585 Lakeside Drive Fax 904 389.0535
Jacksonville, FL 32210 Email alan@ mzyachts.com
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Vice Versus by \Mice Commoda Chuck Fields

Well this is the lasWindscoop for 2007Time flies when you are having fuiithis year has just slipped
away | guess as you get older they tend to do that. But we need to look forward to the comifidnigearll
be the 40 year of the North Florida Cruising Club.

Such a milestone is quite an achievement for any club so we as members must méie anmeéke it a
special yearl have spoken several times of a charter cruise through Sunsail in the last week of October c
the first week of November next year

| have been in touch with Sunsail and anyone wishing to go ahead and book a boat mayheéonswnber is
1-888-791-7244 ext. 3322he person you will be talking to is Leslie Sides. Leslie is also sending me somu
brochures and posters witch | will be distributing and hanging up at the general meetings. She also arrar
for a representative from Sunsail to attend a general meeting in February to promote this event.

| threw out a destination of the Britishirgin Islands but we as a club can choose any destinerjust
need to decide early on where we want to go. Please feel free to suggest alternate destinations.

This month we elect the newfafers and directors for the 2008 BoaWle also vote for the member we feel
has earned th@/illiam E. Scheu

award. So keep in mind a membe

who has stood out in your mind &

a person who has contributed to

objectives, principles and purpos:

of the club and be ready to vote.

We will also vote for the best
photos of the yeaiUsually the
categories are racing, cruising ar
people.Also one photo will be
chosen to be on the cover of the
2008 roster

I look forward to seeing you all af
this months meeting. j S

7

\\

—

A\

Karen V¢imar Chuck Fields and Bob McClemmens at the Rear Comei®d@uise.

Capt. David P. Kyser

Marine Surveyor
NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES

USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed
Surveys Comply with USCG, ABYC, and NFPA standards
Pre-purchase Condition & Valuation Surveys

Appraisals, Damage Inspection

Maritime Consulting & Expert Witness

No Travel Charges in FL

www.niagarayachtservices.com

7234‘éreenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 Fax (866) 893-6648
davekyser@yahoo.com
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into a lot of open water including tiAdébemarle

I 2 O e Y a_ r Sound. Typically, much of the open water was too
shallow to sail and we were motoring again through a

July 21%, 2007 narrow channel surrounded by miles of water we could
Coinjock Marina & Restaurant not use.We were looking forward to the sail across
Coinjock, NC Albemarle Sound and just after entering it we were hit
with a fast moving storm cell that gave us 35 knots right
Better Days and Follow the Leader......... on the nose and enough rain that we could only see

about 200 ft in front of the boat. So we motored again,
pounding into the rapidly building waves, learning how
to reduce the rain clutter on the radand keeping close
watch for boats we might miss on the scope. Of course
there were only two other boats we saw all afternoon as
everybody else was not stupid enough to go across in tr
Our second day in Oriental, NC brought ushgh storm. But our biggest problem was that as the sky
mechanic who had our unit up and running in a half darkens, the water turns from brown to black, and

hour Our mail arrived as scheduled, and we enjoyed gHddenly we were in a minefield of crab trap buoys that
afternoon of exploring Oriental by bicycl&Ve actually Just happened to belong to the guy who likes to paint his
got out of the marina without going aground the next buoysblack A black buoy on a roiling black sea is

morning and headed for our next stop in Bellhaven, N€Ssentially invisible. Not wanting to dive on a fouled
prop in these conditions, we tip toed through them, only

Our trip took us out into Pamilco and Pungo Rivers angple to see them when they were several yards from the

for the first time in way too long; we had a glorious dayoat. Those crab traps were the worst part of the whole
of sailing. The wind was not too strong, but enough th@lyo hour storm!

we could relax and enjoy it, not having to look for every _
breath of air Of course the weather settled just as we started up the

ditch again and we motored on to Coinjock Marina.
There was only one other sailboat in sight who was  Upon our arrival we were directed to dock directly
ahead of us and on the same course. Of course we hehind, whom else but “Leap of FaithWe arrived late
started “racing” and began to gain slowly on thefn.  and were wet and hungry so went directly to the bar and
quick look in the binoculars revealed that it was the  thought we would try to meet Bob angrine after
same boat we had been following for days, but were drinks. But instead we met an interesting local couple ir
never able to meet the coupléhe boat was a PDQ  the bar and stayed for many drinks and a late dinner
Antares 44i catamaran that you may have seen in the pinner was crab cakes that were absolutely to die for!!!

July issue of CruisingVorld. There was an article titled Almost all meat, they were the best we have had
“Taking a Leap of Faith” written byyinne

Walsh about their moving onto their new
boat. We had seen their boat “Leap of
Faith” offshore on the run to Savannah, (
in the marina at Isle of Hope, Ga, at ancl
on theAshley River in Charleston, at ancl
after we arrived itWrightsville Beach, NC,
at Town Dock Marina in Beaufort, NC, an
now we were right behind them as we
headed to Bellhavens luck would have
it, as we turned into the harbor they
continued on northward and we had mis:
them again.

As you could probably detect from the last installment
of the “SeaWNings” saga, we had a bad dose of “ditch
fever” and everything seemed to be going wrong. But
as usually happens, the next day dawns and brings
change, positive in this case.

The next day was a long one which took
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anywhere, anytime. If you are ever even
close to Coinjock, NC you must stop at the

Coinjock Marina Restaurantve had a no mina ti onsfo rBo ardo f
memorable evening seated at the bar with Direct or s:

fantastic food, good conversation with a loce

artist couple and expertly attended to by a || Commodore Chuck Fields

colorful gay bartenderAs we walked back to ||

our boat, it was late and “Leap of Faith” Vice Commodore Guy Anderson

seemed settled down for the night so we

. . . ) Rear Commodore Joan Rogers
decided to knock on their hull in the morning

. . Treasurer William (Jay) Gardener
The next leg of the trip includes 8 bridges a (Jay)
a lock in the last 20 miles and is one of the || Secretary Adam Norwood
most tedious parts of the waterwa$o we _
elected to stay two nights and tackle that Race Captain (Open)
Sec“‘?” when we could _Ieave early in the Cruise Capt ains Bill & Beverly Pierce
morning as a late morning seemed
appropriate after all the rum and crab of the || Directors Bill Luebker, John Spierre,
night before.As we dragged ourselves out of Karen Weimar, Margaret Dean

bed the next dayhe first thing we noticed
was that “Leap of Faith” was

gONE.....vvnnnnnnnn. @

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268

Don’t miss the meeting Thursday night, November
15" to select your 2008 NFCC  Board.



