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Well 2008 has come and gone. The last few months have been a blast for me.
It seems like every time I turned around there was something to do on the water,
which, as it is for most of us, is something we live for. 

In October we had the Air-show at NAS. If you have never seen this event from
the river you have really been missing something. Everyone needs to do it at
least once. Karen and I were lucky enough to crew aboard B&B with Bill and
Beverly Pierce. We stayed at the Landing the Friday before the show. We then
were up early to find a nice spot on the southern side of restricted area at the end
of the runway. The official notice for the event stated that you could cross this
area before 8 AM without going all the way to the south side of the river.
Evidently the U.S.Navy did not get its own memo.

We were stopped by a Navy Patrol boat and told we had to go around the
restricted area even though it was only 7:30 AM. Hey, they had guns! So around
the restricted zone we went. We moved down the south side of the clearly
marked safety zone and dropped our hook outside the zone. Club members
Victor and Cindy had been traveling along with us in their boat so we promptly
rafted up and were getting ready for the show.

Once the hook was set we were approached by a Homeland Security boat and
told that we had to move to the south side of marker 15. Since they also had
guns we complied. After breaking up our raft of twowe headed south of marker
15 and dropped the hook again and re-raft-ed with Victor and Cindy. After about
30 minutes a Florida Wildlife Officer motored over and told us we could move a
few hundred yardscloser to the safety zone. This time we left Victor’s boat tied
along side and relocated a few hundred yards north and dropped the hooka
second time. Not to be out done a Jacksonville Sheriff Patrol boat came along
side and told us we could move even closer. So we raised the anchor and
moved...you guessed it, about exactly where we anchored the first time. This
time we set our anchor for the third time and were allowed to stay put for the
rest of the day. 

Boats of all kinds started to arrive. Sail, power, big and small. Some dropped a
hook alone others rafted together. I am proud to say that the North Florida
Cruising Club had the largest raft in the river. We had 12 sailboats and a few
power boats. It’s not the biggest raft the club has ever had, but it was the biggest
one I have seen in some time. It was good to get together and have a good time
as a group. 
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We also had the largest American flag on the river. We
flew it on B&B and I think it became a way point for the
aviators putting on the air-show. Most of the planes
passed directly overhead. It was quite a show.

After the show was over we moved to the south side of
the river in Plummer Cove and rafted up for the night.
Only half of the boats from the air-show made it for the
overnight raft but we had a great time. Great food and
good people made it afantastic night on the river. We
stayed up late having the best of times then in the
morning everyone started making their way back home.

Before we could even get over the raft up it was time to
head off to the BVI’s.
There were twelve club
members chartering 4
boats. On a 41’Lagoon
called “Wild Cat” were
Bill and Beverly Pierce,
Victor Bushnell, Cindy
Tilton, Ken and Wally
Hinson. On a 36’
Beneteau named “Got No
Strings” were Donna
Cowdrey and Teri Coutu.
Another Beneteau 36’
named “Rocket” was
crewed by Walter and
Amy Thompson. And on
a 40’Lepord named of
all things “Puddle Duck”
were Karen Weimar and
myself. We arrived at

different times and didn’t always stay together but
we had a great time. 

Karen and I made stops in Hawknest Bay on St. John,
Great Harbor on Jost Van Dyke, Leverick Bay on Virgin
Gorda, Anegada, Spanish Town on Virgin Gorda, The
Bight on Norman Island, Wreck of the Rhone on Salt
Island and the last night we spent on Cooper Island.
Other than a few sprinkles here and there the weather
was beautiful. Actually it was perfect. I am saving some
of the details of our adventure so that we might put on a
slide presentation for the club sometime this year. It was
hard to come back but we had to. It’s that whole “work”
thing we all suffer from. But it was a very memorable

experience and I
recommend you try it
the first chance you get.

We also entered Karen’s
boat Zaidainto the light
parade downtown this
year. It was a great time
and the after-party and
award-party a week
later were awesome. On
Zaidawe had Karen
Weimar, Bob and Judy
McClemens, Jeri Price
and myself. The parade
was fun then we
returned to the River
City marina between
the Acosta and Main St.
bridges for the
fireworks, which were
awesome. Now we are

getting ready for the Palm Valley light parade.
It was a great year and I am looking forward to next
year.
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Above: Great Harbor aboard “Wild Cat”
Below: Ferry ride to Tortola



Vice Versus
Vice Commodore Guy Anderson
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We are approaching the end of another chapter in NFCC’s history- the
40th year of supporting sailing in Northeast Florida and particularly in the
St Johns lower basin.  It has been a great year under the leadership of
Commodore Fields.  We have had some great and memorable times-
cruising and racing and just plain enjoying being out on the water.  

We should all give a big thank you to Beverly and Bill Pierce for being
the best hosts on the River and fun Cruise Captains.  B&B always has
her welcome pennant flying along with the NFCC Flag.  As an example,
Beverly and Bill organized a great final cruise in late October. Over 17
boats joined the NFCC Rafts- power and sail boats there.   The Pierces
even arranged for the US Navy to have a few fly-bys to keep
everybody’s attention.  Great job and well done. 

In November we welcomed Lyn and Lew Everline back to NFCC.  As
you might know, Lyn and Lew are cruising on Sea Wingsand they were
back in the States to visit family and friends.  They gave us some of the
highlights and pictures from their past year’s adventures, mostly in the
Bahamas and Caribbean.  We enjoyed talking with the Everlines and
sharing in some of their sailing enthusiasm.  We wish them good sailing
and fair winds as they fly back to Antigua and resume cruising around
the Caribbean.  

After we had had an opportunity to voice our opinion on the next
leadership for the United States, we had an orderly election of officers
for 2009.  Absentee ballots and early voting were not part of the NFCC
voting procedure. There were no protested votes that were brought to the
Protest Desk. We have selected a hard working and dedicated group of
people to help steer NFCC for 2009.  The NFCC leadership does have
one very critical post unfulfilled.  We are in need of a Fleet Captain
Cruise.  If you can assist in that capacity, please contact Guy Anderson.  



2008 Hands on the Helm for
Hubbard House Regatta

By Joan Rogers, Regatta Chairman

I t was a beautiful fall October day. An absolutely
perfect day for sailboat racing. We started later in the
day to catch the afternoon sea breeze.  There was no
opportunity for sweltering heat, or an afternoon swim.
Eleven boats lined up at the start, with a woman at the
helm of each boat. Among the racers we had
newcomers, like Barbara Moulding, Lauren
Youngerman, and Donna Cowdrey.  While I would
have been the skipper on Ruckus, her mainsail was in
the shop getting reef points.  Instead, I crewed on Loud
Mouth Soup. Loud Mouth Soupis a Tripp 26 and was
skippered by Rosemarie Knoll. We raced in the Mixed
Non-Spinnaker Class.  I originally joined in on the boat
to relax a bit after chairing the Hands on the Helm for
Hubbard House event. My position instead was to “man
“the jib throughout the race. While I worked to keep the
jib telltales flowing, I was still able to relax and enjoy
being out on the water sailing. Rosemarie kept all of the
other boats, especially Kaosat bay throughout the entire
race.  On corrected time, though Liberty Call skippered
by Roseanne Vernon was the first all-female crew to
finish in First place.  She will be the 2008 recipient of
the Henerietta “Hank” Jefferies Trophy which will be
presented at the upcoming Change of Command Dinner
in January 2009. 

Got Hands? This was part of the logo for 2008 and truly
an important part of this regatta event. Giving back is
one of the most important things
that we can do.  It is a great way
to get involved in our area.  Best
of all, it’s good Karma and we
can’t get enough of that! This is
why the Hands on the Helm for
Hubbard House Regatta was
born.  In its 11th year for
Hubbard House and 37th Annual
Women’s Sailing Regatta, this
year we raised over $3000 in
cash and items donated to the
Stock the Ship for 2008.  We
will be presenting a check to

Hubbard House at our upcoming General Meeting on
Thursday, November 20th. 

Winners this year in the Hands on the Helm for Hubbard
House Regatta include:

All-Female Non- Spinnaker:
First Place- Roseanne Vernon – Liberty Call

Second Place- Kim Brew – Kaos
Third Place- Neena Guidi- Keep the Faith

Mixed Non-Spinnaker:
First Place- Rosemarie Knoll- Loud Mouth Soup

All- Female Cruiser:
First Place- Mary Anne Dennis- Ariel

Mixed Cruiser:
First Place- Linda Jones- Bernoulli

Second Place- Jacquie Welti- Kara Vela
Third Place- Barbara Moulding- Shadow Fax
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From the desk of
the Rear

Commodore
Special Thanks to the following people for
their time and effort that they donated to
help make the Hands on the Helm for
Hubbard House event successful!

Sponsors: St. Barts Yachts, Jolly Mon
Catering, Ortega Yacht Club Marina, and
Sadler Point Marina.
Volunteers: Mary Anne Dennis, Vernon
Dean, Beverly Pierce, Dave Montgomery,
Ace Collet, Steve Vandergriff, Leslie
Berdahl, Jacquie Welti, Leslie Carter, Teri
Coutu, Donna Cowdrey, Romain Dean, Kim
Hartwick, Linda Jones, Katy Knapp,
Rosemarie Knoll, Karen Weimar, Margaret
Dean, Chuck Fields, Guy Anderson, and
Dave Kyser, and anyone else that I may
have not included by name…

Also, special thanks to Bill and Beverly
Pierce for all their hard work in helping me
with the 40th Anniversary Rear Commodore
event.

Happy Holidays!
Also,

The Photo Contest winners will be
announced at the Change of Command
Dinner in January 2009.

The Finish Line
By your Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser

2008 Racing Season Done
Our Season is done!  The Fall River Race was conducted on

November 22nd.  I want to express my appreciation and thanks to
Bob McClemens for filling in as Race Committee and George &
Karen Alston for once again filling in as Race Committee Boat and
Committee help, and doing a great job from what I heard!  I
appreciate all the help I’ve had throughout the year.  Take a
moment if you haven’t done it yet, and review the presentations
that are up on the multimedia page to get a feel for our racing
action this year, and the volunteers it took to help.  And of course,
thanks to all of you that came out and raced!

I have a handful of Brag-flags that were not picked up at the
respective meetings.  I’ve sent those along with the flags from
HoH to the Club P.O. Box.  If you’re still missing a Brag-flag, see
the incoming board.  The brag-flags from Fall River will hopefully
be available at the January meeting.  Be sure to support our
incoming Race Captain, Allen Jones. Thanks Allen!

I’m sorry I missed the Club Elections and I will miss the Change-
of-Command.  It has been an honor to again serve the North
Florida Cruising Club.  I will miss socializing and sailing with you
all.

Changes in Latitudes 
At the end of October, we left Jacksonville and headed North with

all of our belongings with us or in storage, and moved to Lexington
Park, MD.  A great job with Lockheed Martin was too good to pass
up.  After 26 years in Jacksonville, We’ve left our many friends,
nice neighbors, familiar surroundings, and warm weather behind.
It’s been a shock to our system, but we’re doing great.  Mostly, we
miss our friends.

Changes in Attitudes
As you can tell by the paragraph headers, we’ve had Changes in

Latitudes & Attitudes. I’ve heard Jimmy’s famous song a million
times, usually while sitting in the cockpit of my sailboat in the

sunshine, drinking rum.  In a cruel trick, I went out to my car to
go to work a few days ago, and after scraping the ice off the
windshield, I got in the car and the song on the radio was
Changes in Attitudes, Changes in Latitudes.  I heard the words
differently for the first time in my life.  “So many nights, I just
dream of the Islands, God I wish I was sailing again.”
We’re looking forward to the summer when we can go out
sailing on the Chesapeake and explore new cruising grounds.
We’ll keep you updated.



NFCC 2008 Perpetual 
Award Winners
Tommy Hall Memorial T rophy
Tom Bell, WHISPER, C&C 38

Herb Elphick Memorial T rophy 
Tom Davis- GHOST, Cal 9.2

Yacht of the Year
Tom Davis- GHOST, Cal 9.2

Cruiser Class Boat of the Year
Peter Korous- CAPER, Pearson 35k

NFCC Main and Jib Cup
Rick Elbracht- CHANGING CHANNELS, Hunter 35.5 
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In Closing
I joined the North Florida Cruising Club in 1991 after

coming Home from Operation Desert Storm.  I found a
welcoming and fun group of people that talked about
sailing, went sailing, and loved having sailing related
parties and functions.  I will miss you guys and the fun
on the river and offshore.  Please remember, if it’s not
fun, you’re doing it wrong.  Keep the emphasis on the
fun and don’t forget it’s a CRUISING club!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

David Kyser
davekyser@yahoo.com
(904) 631-2926 C

NFCC Fall River Race
22NOV08

Spinnaker Class
1st- WHISPER, C&C 38’, Tom Bell
2nd- GHOST, Cal 9.2m, Tom Davis

3rd- LIBERTY CALL, C&C 30’, Charlie Johns

Non-Spin
1st- RISKY BUSINESS, Tartan Ten (33’), Guy Van Doran
2nd- AMANDA RHOS, Ranger 23’, Adam Norwood

Cruiser Class
1st- BERNOULLI, Pearson 36’, Allan Jones

2nd- DASHER, Islander 37’, Richard Marshall
3rd- GOSH, Catalina 36’, George Catalano

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268

Note From the Windscoop Editor:
It has been and honor and pleasure to edit and
publish your Windscoop for the past four years

and the Website for the last year.
We will miss you all at the NFCC. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Ana Kyser


