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The FCOC was once again a great
success thanks to Guy Anderson and all
involved on the committee. The first leg
on Wednesday was beautiful but a little
choppy. Since movement doesn’t bother
me I was the designated cook. The menu
aboard B&B was crepe stuffed with crab
meat and cheese, coffee and juice. We
had a great start and did well but it was
not good enough. B&B
finished 5th but we had
a great time going to St.
Augustine.

After a great brunch
catered in by Vernon
Dean, we had a little
time to kick back
before heading offshore
for the second leg to St.
Marys. Lucky for us the
forecast for the wind
dying did not happen
until the wee hours of
Friday morning. We
had a great start and
made good time. The
only real problem we
had was the tug boat
coming out of the St.
Johns River at Mayport. He got a little
testy after changing course twice then
learning that there were over thirty
sailboats out there with him. He then
informed the sailing fleet that we would
have to avoid him. Gee, I guess we
would have never thought of that. We had
one other vessel to avoid, as a large

container ship was also exiting the
channel at about that time. About 2:30
the wind just died. B&B seemed to be in
a current because we still were traveling
north very slowly (between .1 and .5
knots). Sometimes a little puff would
come in and we would get up to 3 knots.
Morning came with a fog bank covering
the shoreline. It was a solid white wall.

Boats drifting into
it would just
disappear. It stayed
there until after
noon. It was with
great jubilation that
we finally saw the
marker at St.
Marys. After
several hours of not
seeing it get any
closer, we were a
little less jubilant.
But we still
crawled ever so
slowly towards it.

Then the Navy
decided to bring
out a submarine.
Even though we

were not in the channel and dead in the
water we were told to move SOUTH.  If
they didn’t have those big .50 caliber
machine guns, I don’t think we would
have. After a while the breeze finally
filled in and we finished 2nd in our class.
We showered on the way in time to hit
the beach and join in on the low country

FCOC is behind us. Lots yet to come!
Commodore, Chuck Fields

Thursday Brunch in St. Augustine



Vice Commodore’s Log
Guy Anderson

FCOC 2008 lived up to its billing- A Challenge for the skippers
and sailors.  We had fabulous and interesting sailing conditions
and a great fleet of competitors.  Thanks to all of the NFCC
members that volunteered time and effort to assist with the
planning and execution of the Regatta.  We also want to thank
St Augustine Yacht Club for co-sponsoring the event and
assisting with arrangements and accommodations in St
Augustine.    More details a little later when we get all of the
loose ends whipped and tied down.

At the April NFCC Monthly Meeting the sailors interested in
cruising will have a special treat.  NFCC members Manuel and
Diane Luberas had a cruise last year in the Seychelles.   They
will give you a glimpse of their adventure and the beauty of
that sailing venue.  Get your atlas out and find the Seychelles
so you have an appreciation of the location.  Google Earth has
some interesting information for you.  Bring your
imagination and see the pictures on the BIG SCREEN.

boil put on by the F.O.E.. After the feast we took
a short walk to the home of John and Louise
Spierre to celebrate John’s 37th birthday. During
the party we also found out they are expecting
twins so it was a double celebration.

The last leg of the race was fantastic. Great wind
all day mostly 20-25 knots and later on some
gusts over 30 knots. We kept up with the non-
spin boats but ended up finishing third in our
class. Once again back at Safe Harbor we had
another great meal provided by Vernon Dean and
free beer provided by Futch Printing and your
commodore.

Congratulations to Bubba Futch and the crew of
Cheetahfor winning the FCOCcup, and they
knew how to celebrate with it too. Also
congratulations to Rick Elbracht and the crew of
Changing Channelsfor the overall Non-spin cup;
and to Rich Klimas and his crew on Jolie Dancer
for overall in the cruiser class. We had one
injury, one torn sail anda few sea sick sailors
during the entire race. So overall it was a
great event and I am already looking
forward to next year.

Now I have to get my boat ready for the
MUG race. This will probably be my last
race on Incommunicado because she will
go up for sale afterwards. 

Be sure to check out the Race and Cruise
articles for more info, especially the
upcoming NFCC St. Augustine Race &
Cruise on Mat 24th!
Hope to see you all on the water.

Chuck Fields 
C: 631-1462
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For the last three weekends B&B has been on the water.
Three weeks ago we dropped the hook for the night at
Pine Island.  It’s a spacious anchorage with good depth.
It would serve well for those transiting the ICWsouth of
Palm Valley.  We ran into another club member after
anchoring there and running up of burgee.  

That’s right, we realized after dropping the hook that we
had not put our burgee up and immediately ran that up
with a few brag flags and such.  It wasn’t 10 minutes
later that someone on a nearby boat was yelling at us.
I‘m thinking we are dragging and they are trying to warn
us.  I’ve got crew checking everything when the other
boater manages to communicate to us to meet him on
the VHF.  Much to our surprise it was fellow NFCC
members who later came for an afternoon beverage via
their dingy.

The next weekend we attended the Adopt-a-racer event
at Ortega Landing Marina.  A very nice new facility
replacing ORBY.  Some of us not racing stayed there
and enjoyed their hospitality.  In light of what happened
at Pine Island I paid much more attention to club boats
and burgees.  I was surprised to see that less than 50%
of the club boats I observed were flying a burgee.  And
no I was not on the river for the race.  A couple of
burgees were very worn.

I’m sure you can guess what I’m going to say next?  Our
club burgees are a way of identifying ourselves as club
members.  When you’re on your boat fly them.  If you
have one that is looking weathered perhaps it’s time to
get a new one.  Check out our ships store at the meeting
and if you can’t make the meeting ask someone to pick
up a new one for you.

After Ortega B&B arrives home in time to provision for
the FCOC and leaves for SHBH the next Saturday.  The
Boys home folks were busy with the Redfish
Tournament and thus I can add Dockmaster to my
resume.  We stayed the weekend greeting the arriving
boats.

Then it’s off to the FCOC.  Thanks to my crew, Chuck,
Karen, and Mary Anne for a fantastic effort.  And thanks
to all who helped make this another successful event.
Perhaps one day I will learn how to stow everything that
might possibly move when going offshore?  It seems the
seas or wind or both always show me something could
have been in a better place.

Our next official cruise is the St. Augustine Race and
cruise.  This year we return to St. Augustine and the City
Marina.  We have several slips on hold for the weekend
and you must make reservations through B&B.  There
will be a sign up sheet at the meeting or you can e-mail
or call us.  The marina gets busy on holiday weekends
so don’t think you can just show up and find a slip.  

More on the happenings for the St. Augustine weekend
in the next Scoop and the May general meeting.  To help
celebrate the clubs 40th Anniversary we had arranged
with NASA to schedule a shuttle launch on Sunday May
25th around 7:30PM.  Unfortunately at press time it has
been re-scheduled to May 31st.  We’ll work on some
other events for the weekend and get back to
you with the details!

Now were cruising!
Cruise Captains Bill & Beverly Pierce
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B&B crew at the Spierre’s Party in St. Marys. Cheers!
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Capt. David P. Kyser 
Marine Surveyor
NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES

��� �  USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed
��� �  Surveys Comply with USCG, ABYC, and NFPA standards
��� �  Pre-purchase Condition & Valuation Surveys
��� �  Appraisals, Damage Inspection
��� �  Maritime Consulting & Expert Witness
��� �  No Travel Charges in FL

www.niagarayachtservices.com
7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 - Fax (866) 893-6648
davekyser@yahoo.com

Chuck Fields, Commodore
iskagua@comcast.net

Guy Anderson, Vice Commodore
guykanderson@worldnet.att.net

Joan Rogers, Rear Commodore
jrogers17@earthl ink.net

Dave Kyser, Race Captain
davekyser@yahoo.com

Bill & Beverly Pier ce, Cruise Captains
bnb38@comcast.net

Adam Norwood, Secretary
ahnorwood@comcast.net

Bi l l  Luebker ,  Director
rasasayang@comcast.net

Kar en Weimar,  Director
karen.weimar@bms.com

Margar et  Dean, 
Director and Webmaster
kuhndean@comcast.net

Ana Costa,  Windscoop Edi tor
aninhaw79@yahoo.com

20082008
BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS

Dock Captains:
Bulls Bay/Pier 3: Rick Elbracht on Changing Channels
EFYC: Allen Jones on Bernoulli
Still need Dock Captains at: RC, FYC, Mandarin Holiday, Beach Marine, 
Ortega Yacht Club Marina, and Holland Marine

The NFCC Dock Captain program is being reinstituted to aid
in membership recruitment. Dock Captains are encouraged to
promote the NFCC to fellow active sailors at their local
marina. Dock Captains will get NFCC Dock Captain business
cards and membership forms to hand out, and will receive a
special NFCC Burgee after recruiting their first new member.
To volunteer as a Dock Captain, please e-mail Dave Kyser
with name, boat name & type, marina, slip, etc. E-mail to
davekyser@yahoo.com

OK, I think we’ve
finally lost Cheetah!!!



Blue Max challenging and fun!
On March 29th we held the NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser
and the Blue Max Race.  We had light attendance from
the racers, but a lot of interest from cruisers and race
“wannabees” and a request from many  to do it again
this year.  We’re looking into doing it on a non-race day
so we get the support of the racers. 
Many thanks to Ortega Landing for hosting us.
Later that day we tried to start the Blue Max.  
God shut the wind-switch off!  
I used a creative solution I saw in an Ocean race many
years ago, and started motoring south under Code Flag
Lima, or “Come within Hail” and the fleet followed.  As
we went down-course, we finally saw signs of a sea-
breeze trying to push, so we set a start line, and got
them started.  It wound up being a short, but fun & fast
race.  Thanks to Tom Bell for letting me borrow his
power boat for Race Committee duty.  After finishing the
race, many yachts joined us at Holland Marine for the
post-race party.  Thanks to Tom Holland for hosting us
at his fantastic facility, and to Vernon Dean for setting
up and then feeding everybody.  That’s the way a
regatta should be; come off the water to good food &
cold beer and share stories with your sailing buddies!

First Coast Offshore Challenge
The FCOC was another terrific event for everybody.
I unfortunately, broke my wrist the first morning of the
regatta! (It’s a short, sad story)  So, I did what any red-
blooded American Sailor would do, I got it wrapped up
and went to the parties any way!  I regret missing the
races, but the post-race festivities were first-class.  
The FCOC Committee still has some post event wrap-
up and accounting to finish, so we’ll get the full report
from them later.  

I personally would like to send a 
“Bravo-Zulu” (Job well done) to Guy
Anderson, our Vice Commodore and the
FCOC Chairman; and to Adam Norwood,
the FCOC Race Committee.  Also to
Dave Montgomery for doing a whole
bunch of other stuff, but most importantly,
lining up those great bands!  And another

BZ to Vernon Dean for the best chow I’ve had in twenty
years of regatta parties. 
I can’t wait to sail in next year’s FCOC!                           

Check your handicap s
I’ve noticed several yachts on the PHRF list who’s
PHRF rating number (on the “new” updated list) doesn’t
match what the Chief Handicapper reports to me
verbally are the “Corrected” PHRF numbers.  Please
take a moment to check your PHRF number, and if you
see an error in your rating as compared to the list, or
what I’ve scored you at, please report it to me or our
club handicapper, Tom Davis.  I want to be fair and
accurate.

Beer Can Races
I helped run the Wednesday PM “Beer Can” races for
many years when we hosted them out of The Florida
Yacht Club and started near Marker G5. (And for awhile
some clubs took turns)  The last few years, several
NFCC sailors have tried to keep them going near
Marker G13 south of the Buckman, but they were very
lightly attended and had no committee boat.  I bring
good tidings!
The Rudder Club of Jacksonville invites all sailors to
join their Friday evening “Beer Can” races.  Rudder
Club member John Winslow reports there is often a
Race Committee boat on station near old SJRSA “E”
and we can join the races, we can use their ramp if you
have a small boat, can ‘burn-it’ on their grill,  even tie up
overnight if you party too much.  This is a very generous
offer and I hope anybody underway on a Friday evening
in May, June, July, or August can avail themselves of
this opportunity.
Thanks Rudder Club!

Upcoming Event s
The NFCC St. Augustine Race & Cruise is coming up
May 24th.  I will have detailed information in next months
Windscoop, but if you’re going, you need to contact Bill
& Bev Pierce NOW for slip reservations before we lose
them.  He’s controlling a block of slips for NFCC, so be
sure to check out his article.  The St. Augustine Race &
Cruise is returning to the City marina this year.  I love
being at the City Marina because we’re able to walk into
town, enjoy the beauty & fun of St. Augustine, and party
with our friends.  Make plans now; typically folks move
their boats up to Back River or Beach Marine on Friday
the 23rd of May, and then head out to do the race that
Saturday morning.  We get to party together on
Saturday evening and all day Sunday, then Motor home
on the Monday holiday.  The NOR is up at sailjax.com
Come join the fun!  See you on the water,

Race Captain Dave Kyser
(904) 631-2926 C

The Gybe MarkThe Gybe Mark
By your Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser
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FCOC RFCOC Race Committeeace Committee
Adam NorAdam Nor wood:wood:

We can all finally get some sleep.  All the results are
posted on fcoc2008.com and sailjax.com; so check them
out.  The overall winners were Spinnaker: Cheetah –
Bubba Futch;  Non-Spinnaker: Changing Channels –
Rick Elbracht;  Cruiser: Jolie Dancer – Rich Klimas.
All three are NFCC members.  We’re still number one.
Here’s a picture of Cheetah from Race 1 – looking good!

For Race 1, the sea conditions were pretty rough and
convincing Brian Reid, the captain of the committee
boat (a go-fast 45-foot cruiser) to head out through the
jetties was not too difficult in retrospect.  I think,
though, that after we were out there, he had second
thoughts and wished he had made a different decision.
But the holding in that area is always good, and we had
enough scope, so there we bobbed and rolled for 45
minutes, and got the starts off on schedule.  While on
deck, I was only dunked to just above my knees two of
three times at the most.  Once back to dock, it was into
the car and down to St. Augustine, then on board with
Mike Stevens on his 36 foot trawler.  Now this boat was
made to be a committee boat.  However, the swells from
the northeast were just too large for that boat to safely
anchor.  So we drove around the finish area and
monitored the yachts as they finished.  This race was
definitely unique:  all the boats finished within a
window of 01:47:30 – banana finishes like that are never
good for the fast boats.  Fun stuff.  Then off to the
Conch House docks and the St. Augustine Yacht Club
for sea stories.  After that, back by the office to get the
data calculated and posted on the internet.

Thursday, easy-going music, and fabulous Jolly
Mon breakfast.  Dole out the trophies and flags, imitate
a boat going round the marks, then back on board with
Mike.  We were able to anchor this time, and set a
proper start line.  Three boats were early, but only one
failed to correct at the line and went over early – man, I
hate it when that happens.  After docking, back in the
car to home for, get this, 4 whole hours of sleep in a real
bed – wow.  Then up and off to a 0500 hrs arrival at St.
Marys.  The fog was so thick, I could not see the docks
from the top of the ramp.   Three hours later, with no let
up in the fog, the leaders all arrived at the east docks by
magically appearing out of the fog.  Spooky, yet cool.
You just have to love that modern navigational
technology.  All boats reported in by 1630 hrs.  In the
mean time, much fun, sun, and beer on the docks.
Thanks guys.  

Friday night, more good food and music, dole out more
trophies and flags, imitate a boat again, and chastise a
few on keeping proper time – while it ain’t rocket
science, it is very important.  Avoiding some really good
opportunities for drinking all night long (little pissed
about that), off to the office again to calculate and post
all the data.  Home to bed, for another whole 4 hours of
sleep – just to make sure I could do all the hand
calculating next day.

Saturday, off the dock at 0930 hrs with Dick Allsopp
assisting and Mark Raffield captaining (courtesy of Tow
Boat US).  We were anchored by 1050 hrs, and then
waited and rolled, and rolled and waited.  Finally, nearly
three whole hours later came the first boat to finish.  I
really called that one wrong.  Nevertheless, tooted over
the line all but the last boat, and collected all the start
times.  Spent the in-between times doing the final
calculations – while we rolled and rocked, and rocked
and rolled.  Pulled up anchor, did a bunch of double
checking and summarizing for the final results.  Then
amazingly, I was done just as we arrived back at dock at
1755 hrs.  Collected a few sea stories, changed my
stinky shirt, ate really good pulled pork and fixings by
Jolly Mon, doled out trophies and flags, and listened to
another good band.  Hung out till the band packed it in,
then more sea stories on the docks, finally to the office
to get the data calculated and posted.  To bed at 0300
Sunday.  Life’s good.

The hardest part of sailing is leaving the house.

Adam Norwood
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Flag Etiquette:
1) American Flag: I have unfortunately noticed many boats flying
their American flag on their starboard spreader halyard. By doing
this you are identifying yourself as a visiting yacht (foreign-flagged
vessel) in US waters. Is this what you are? The proper place to fly
the Ensign, (American flag), on a sloop-rigged sailboat is two-
thirds of the way up the leach of the main, when underway. It is
also an acceptable practice to have it up on the backstay. When at
anchor or in port, it is traditional for it to be displayed on a stern
staff. 

2) US Yacht Ensign: Federally documented vessels (USCG
Documentation) may fly the US Yacht Ensign in place of the
American flag. State registered vessels are not allowed to fly the
US Yacht Ensign. 

3) Union Jack: The Union Jack is customarily only flown on
Sundays, Holidays, or occasions where a vessel would “Dress
Ship.” It’s flown at a Jack-staff at the bow of a vessel.

4) Starboard Spreader Halyard: Private Signals should be flown at
the masthead, but it is common practice to fly yacht club burgees,
flags of office, and private signals from the starboard spreader
halyard. If visiting a foreign country, the flag, or courtesy flag, of
that nation should be the top-
most flag on your starboard
spreader halyard. 

5) Port Spreader Halyard:
Items such as Pirate’s
flags, battle flags, Gator
flags, brag flags, and
beer flags, should be
flown from the port
spreader halyard.

Respectfully Submitted,
David P. Kyser

Results of NFCC Blue Max Race,
Mar ch 29th, 2008.

(Detailed results at www.sailjax.com)

Cruiser A Class
1st – AMY LYNN , Walt Thompson,
Hunter 26.5
2nd – JOLIE DANCER , Rich Klimas,
Irwin 43 Mk III
3rd – BERNOULLI , Allen Jones, Pearson 36

Cruiser B Class
1st – ARIEL , Mary Ann Dennis, Alberg 30
2nd – FRANCISCO SEA WARRIOR , Dale
Carter, Morgan 30
3 rd – CAPER, Peter Korous, Pearson 35 k

Spinnaker Class
1st – GHOST, Tom Davis, Cal 9.2
2nd – BOOM, Brent Fulton, Ultimate 24
3 rd – SOROS CAILIN , John Spierre,
Soverel 26

Good job to all!

North Florida Cruising Club 1968 2008 nfccsail.com
pa ge 7

Upcoming Events
24 May, 2008 = NFCC St. Augustine Race,
Offshore Mayport to St. Augustine. (Race &
Cruise)
30 August, 2008= NFCC Herb Elphick
Memorial, Offshore Mayport to Fernandina.
(Race & Cruise)
5 October, 2008 = NFCC HOH for
Hubbard House, Women’s Regatta, St. Johns
River.

Rear Commodore’s Report

This will be brief as I’m underway on
WHISPERgoing toward Charleston Race
Week. Many thanks to Dave Kyser for
holding the NFCC Adopt-a-Racer in March,
and Adam Norwood for running the FCOC
races. Keep up the good work team.
See you next month!
Joan Rogers


