
Our August General Meeting Was
canceled due to Tropical Storm Fay!

Keep an eye on our website for updates
on upcoming events and much more! 

August - 2008

Another month slides by as we get into the hottest

month of the year. Any sailing time should be planned
for the later part of the day when the sea breezes kick in,
unless you want to drift around with no wind in the
blazing sun. I hope you have plenty of beer and a Bimini
if you decide to do that.

Our weather is slowly returning to normal. For those
new to the area you have to realize that it supposed to
rain everyday in the semi-tropical zone that we live in.
Generally it supposed to rain every afternoon, usually it
is a sudden but brief downpour, sometimes it lasts
longer.

That brings me to the Moonlight Regatta hosted by the
Rudder Club on July 19th. There were some spotty
showers all day that day, mostly at the beach.  I was to
crew aboard Bernoulli with Allen and Linda Jones, and I
was supposed to meet them at the Rudder Club at about
5pm. Around 4pm I called Allen to get a weather update
and he told me there was no rain on the river at that
time. Allen and Linda had been sailing in the river since
2pm and had a beautiful sail that afternoon. Just before
5pm, Karen Weimar, Geri Price and myself headed for
the Rudder Club hoping for a nice evening sail. As we
headed down I-295 we noticed clouds everywhere
except the area around the Rudder Club, and when we
arrived we were in an island of sunshine. (For the
moment.)

As the skippers meeting for the race was going on we

fired up the grill aboard Bernoulli and cooked a nice
dinner.  Then it started to rain, just a little. We finished
dinner and watched the crews come down the dock to
prepare to get underway for the race. It started to rain a
little harder.  Bernoulli cast off and joined the rest of the
fleet as we all approached the start. The rain was steady
by then. But we were ready to race no matter what. And
race we did, for a while anyway.

It was a good start. The rain was getting heavier by the
minute but we were having fun. No fair weather sailors
were we. AAARRRGGG!!! By this time the sun was
blotted out by black clouds and the lightning started.  At
first the lightning seemed far away, then it started to drift
closer to us. Then it was on top of us, literally. The only
light the rest of the evening was lightning. I was amazed
that not a single boat was hit.

My dad had a saying about a night like this, that it was
as “dark as the bottom of a coal sack”. None of the boats
on the river were visible until you were right on top of
them. The trick was to wait for a big bolt of lightning to
flash on the river and it would give you a millisecond to
figure where everyone was around you.  The rain never
stopped. Just changed in size and intensity. It was like
how Forrest Gumpdescribed rain: Big fat rain,  small
stinging rain, sideways rain, etc. We were all soaked in
no time.

We made the first mark in good time, but by the time we
made marker “E” we all had just about all the fun we
could take. After tying Bernoulli at the Rudder Club
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dock we just had a drink and talked for a while
then left. It was good to get home and take a hot
shower. I don’t think we ever saw the moon that
night

The following Saturday the 26th Karen hosted a
Womans Sailing Network seminar on knot tying. I
had to work that day so I didn’t arrive until 6:30.
By this time the ladies had helped themselves to a
libation or two. The ladies in attendance were Geri
Price, Joan Rogers, Linda Jones, Karen and Alena
Korous.  I can’t think of anything more
entertaining than watching women learning to tie
knots after a few drinks. They were having such a
good time. The knot they were trying to master
was the bowline. They had some interesting ways
to go about it, but I will stick to the way the U.S.
Navy taught me.  After an hour of tying bowlines
and other knots around chairs and oven handles in
the kitchen we decided to take Karen’s boat Zaida
out for an evening sail. In a short while I found
myself sailing down the Intra-coastal with five
beautiful ladies.

You ever notice that if you get a few ladies
together the topics of conversations can make a
guy want to crawl under a rock? Well there I was
and not a rock in sight. Best I could do was ask for
another beer and hope the subject would change.
Sometimes it did but not in the way I hoped. But
we did talk about sailing a little.

As the sun started to ease down to the horizon we
motored back against the current to the dock. Once
back we had even more fun tying knots and maybe
another drink or two. By the end of the evening I
think all the ladies could tie a bowline.

Before I go I want to mention that we have 16
people going to the BVI this November. It sounds
like we are going to have quite a party down there.
I was gladto see a few more people sign the poster
last General Meeting, I hope to see some more this
month. It is not too late but time will start to run
out soon. So get together with your fellow club
members, pool your resources and join us. Contact
me by phone or e-mail for Sunsail information if
you can’t make the general meeting.

Hopefully you have had an opportunity to squeeze a few days
of vacation and some special activities into the first part of
the summer   As we look forward to the last few weeks of
summer and having the opportunity to play with the kids and
the grandkids, we all long for taking that good few days on
the boat or the great sail that moves us into the Fall Sailing
Season.  Well, we have the opportunity in the next few weeks
to get some summer cruising and cruising activities
completed.  The Cruise Captains have a full schedule and
great parties scheduled.  The Rear Commodore has a neat
event scheduled for NFCC’s 40th Anniversary in mid
September.  So look at the NFCC Schedule, check your
personal schedule and mark off the dates and come and have
some fun.

Thanks go to Tom Davis for his presentation on best planning
methodology for making your way out the St Johns in order
to go ocean racing.  Since we have an event that calls for the
excursion out to the ocean coming up in late August we got
very timely information.  Now all I have to do is get the boat
provisioned on time in order to get off the dock on time.
Thanks also to Tom Holland for bringing us the latest info on
replacement lines and halyards.  We can all take to heart the
fact that our old rigging can be updated with cost effective
new materials without spending too many “boat bucks” and
have better performance on racing and cruising boats.   

Our July General Meeting had approximately 45 people
attending. For the September meeting, call a NFCC member
that you haven’t seen in awhile and both of you come to the
September 18th meeting.  Bring a sailing acquaintance and
introduce them to NFCC.   We have a great group of sailors,
and we can all learn from spending a few minutes exchanging
experiences and hearing sailing tales of racing and cruising.
See you on the 18st.  
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B y the time you read this, we’ll have just finished the
Raft-up near Hallowe’s Cove at the Klimas’s house, and
a Sunday brunch the following morning.  Come to the
meeting to get the report on how much fun that was!

Just two weeks later it will be Labor Day weekend and
time for the annual Labor Day Cruise and Herb Elphick
Memorial Race.  This is a great short ocean day sail
from Mayport to Fernandina.  See your race Captain’s
article for more specific race information.  

Traditionally we spend a night at Fernandina and
venture over to Cumberland Island Sunday before
heading home on Labor Day.  Since our 4th of July cruise
was to Cumberland your Cruising Captains do not plan
to return to Cumberland Island this weekend, instead we
will stay and enjoy Fernandina.  However, don’t let that
dissuade you from going to Cumberland, especially if
you have never been.  It’s a unique barrier island with
pristine beaches and rich history.  We will be happy to
assist you with anchoring and or sightseeing
information.  Be sure you or someone going to
Cumberland has a dingy as you must anchor and dingy
to shore.  There is a large dock near the Ranger station
to tie up your dinghy to, and entrance into Cumberland
Island National Seashore (National Park) is $4.00 per
person. There is no change made, so bring the right
amount of cash for the number of people in your party.
As we will not be there, we’re not going to schedule the
usual covered-dish, so you’re on your own to plan your
day.  Maybe a picnic at the beach?  Be sure to walk to
the South end to see the remains of the Dungeness
Mansion, and then take the beach-route back to Sea-

camp and return to the dock area. Keep a sharp eye out 
for wild horses, deer, and many other creatures roaming
about.  Cold showers are available between Sea-camp 
dock and the beach.  For more info on Cumberland
Island go to http://www.nps.gov/cuis/

We hope to have a designated meeting place for a post
race party Saturday in Fernandina.  Listen for an
announcement on race day for more information.  For
those that have not been to Fernandina in a while the
marina has been dredged.  Don’t be concerned if they
direct you inside the face dock as B&B has been there
and we had plenty of water.  The city has also put in
many more mooring balls but the word is they are nearly
the price of dockage at the marina.

Our busy cruising time continues just a couple of weeks
later, Saturday September 13th, with the Rear
Commodores/NFCC 40th Anniversary Celebration at
Billy’ s Boat House/Beach Marine.  A special dockage
rate has been arranged with Beach Marine.  Please
notify our Rear Commodore or Cruise Captains if you
plan to attend by boat as we need to give Beach Marine
a list.  Be sure to RSVPto the invite, and see Joan’s
article for more details.
See you on the water!

Cruising News
Cruise Captains Bill and Beverly Pierce
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Upcoming Events

30 August = NFCC Herb Elphick Memorial,

Offshore Mayport to Fernandina. (Race &

Cruise)

13 September = Rear Commodore’s Cruise

18 September = NFCC General Meeting

4 October = NFCC HOH for Hubbard House,

Women’s Regatta, St. Johns River.



Point ModePoint Mode
By your Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser

Elphick Race
Only three (3) races left!  On Saturday, August 30th, we’ll
conduct the Herb Elphick Memorial race (Offshore) from
Mayport to Fernandina. This is a three-day weekend, and a
terrific cruise and race. Don’t let Hurricane Gustav
discourage you!  As I write this, Tropical Storm Gustav
has blown up into Hurricane Gustav and looks like it will
be a problem for the LA/TX area, which should leave us in
the clear.  Be advised, after personal inspection, I’ve
confirmed that Sister’s Creek is closed, and the Sand
Dollar and Jacksonville (Mayport) Marina are closed due
to storm damage.  Some folks may anchor at Back River,
or go to Beach Marine Friday night the 29th.   For many
years, this was the standard operating procedure for all our
ocean races.  Many of us would anchor at Back River, as
Sister’s Creek didn’t exist and Mayport Marine was
always full.  Back River is the area on the East side of
Blount Island nearest the main channel; anchor in about
seventeen to nineteen feet of water and pay attention at the
current switch to avoid anchor wraps.  Delta and CQR
anchors work better than a Danforth in that area. For many
years, we’d raft and socialize, then break the raft and
anchor separately for the evening.  Do not go into the area
on the chart that is actually labeled Back River, as that’s in
the secure area inside of Blount Island and you may get a
rude reception.  
Saturday morning we go out the Mayport Jetties to start
the race.  Pay attention to the currents, not the tides, at the
Jetties. This race is typically defined by light offshore
winds in the morning and sea-breeze later.  Plan carefully
where you’ll be when the switch happens!  The good news
is the sea-breeze almost always has a Southeast component
to it and helps when going north.  
I have removed Nun “6A”from the course, as I think it’s
unfortunate it was used the past few years; it removes the

strategic thinking on the decision to go up the beach
or to go further out.  So the race is restored to its original
course from Mayport to the St. Mary’s Entrance.  If you
happen to be going in toward the beach, keep an eye on
the Amelia Island Light, as it has a Red-sector to let you
know if you’re too far in and in danger of finding the hard
sand shoals inside of Nun “6A”.  After the finish, be sure
you’re well clear of the St. Mary’s Rock Jetties before you
turn up the channel towards Cumberland Sound.  Look
closely at the Chart and ensure when you turn the corner
you’re looking at the OuterJetty white can (buoy), not the
mid-jetty white can.  The outer sections of the jetties are
submerged from mid to high tide, and it can be misleading.
Unfortunately a few years ago, a NFCC yacht struck the
rocks after this race, and even though everyone made it
ashore OK, the Sailing yacht was a total loss.  
In addition, remember that the St. Mary’s channel
sometimes has US Submarines transiting, and it doesn’t
matter if you’re a sailing vessel; You must remain clear at
all times! 
After the race, we’ll tie up at the Fernandina Municipal
Marina, or some may take a mooring ball.  We’ll stay in
Fernandina Saturday night, and then cruise up to
Cumberland Island Sunday morning.  Look for the Race
Committee (RC) boat on the dock Saturday night at 9:00
PM for results & flags!  Check the Cruise Captain’s article
for additional information on the cruise, and the Race page
for the Notice or Race (NOR) and Sailing Instruction (SI)
on this race.

Reminders
“Hands-on-the-Helm for Hubbard House” (Women’s
Regatta) is coming up October 4th.  There will be a
different price for pre-registration and late registration at
the Friday night dinner party, so be sure to check the Race
page for the NOR and SI.
The Fall River Race has been rescheduled from the NAS
JAX Airshow weekend (Oct 25th) to Saturday, November
22nd, 2008.  This is going to be a fun race with a major
party after the race, our end-of season celebration.  Check
out the website, which is updated regularly, for more
details on coming events.

Finally
Dock Captains – Get Busy!  A friendly nudge; let’s see
some more recruiting!  Walking the docks at your Marina
on Saturdays with NFCC Applications and Dock Captain’s
Cards in your pocket can be very effective.  Seek out
fellow sailors and tell them about our wonderful
club.
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Hands on the Helm Auction
We still need auction items for our upcoming Auction at the General

Meeting on September 18th.  All those times you kept telling yourself, I
NEED to clean out the dock box, well now is the time to do it!  Any

boating items that you have stored away in your dock box, storage unit,
garage, back of the truck, spare bedroom and they are too good to toss

out but you don't use them anymore bring them to the Auction!  Contact
any Board Member if we need to pick up any items from you before the
event.  Remember at the auction, we only take cash or checks.  No debit
or credit cards accepted.  Proceeds from this event will go to Hands on

the Helm for Hubbard House event.
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Rear Commodore's 40th
Anniversar y Celebration

Come by land or sea for this spectacular celebration on
Saturday, September 13th, 4pm at Billy's Boathouse Grill
located at the foot of the bridge on the Intracoastal at Beach
Blvd. Heavy Hors d'oeuvres, cash bar, live entertainment and
the opportunity to not only roast your favorite past or present
Commodore but to toast to the next 40 + years for the club.
Cost is $20.00 per person. Docking will be available at Beach
Marine.  Let Bill or Beverly Pierce know if you plan on arriving
by boat so that a slip will be available. Slips will be available for
Friday and Saturday nights at a special rate. Invitations will be
sent out to all NFCC members and Past Commodores.  RSVP
by August 28th.
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Capt. David P. Kyser 
Marine Surveyor
NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES

��� �  USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed
��� �  Surveys Comply with USCG, ABYC, and NFPA standards
��� �  Pre-purchase Condition & Valuation Surveys
��� �  Appraisals, Damage Inspection
��� �  Maritime Consulting & Expert Witness
��� �  No Travel Charges in FL

www.niagarayachtservices.com
7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 - Fax (866) 893-6648
davekyser@yahoo.com

Chuck Fields, Commodore
C 631-1462

iskagua@comcast.net

Guy Anderson, Vice Commodore
H 396-6382

guykanderson@worldnet.att.net

Joan Rogers, Rear Commodore
C 631-6152

jrogers17@earthl ink.net

Dave Kyser, Race Captain
C 631-2926

davekyser@yahoo.com

Bill & Beverly Pier ce, Cruise Captains
H 821-9443

bnb38@comcast.net

Adam Norwood, Secretary
C 237-7785

ahnorwood@comcast.net

John Spierre,  Treasurer
H 619-5891

jspierre@gmai l .com

Margar et  Dean, Director
H 398-1165

kuhndean@comcast.net

Bi l l  Luebker ,  Director
H 288-7666

rasasayang@comcast.net

Kar en Weimar,  Director
H 613-0404

karen.weimar@bms.com

Ana Costa,  Windscoop Edi tor
and Webmistress

C 910-2212
aninhaw79@yahoo.com
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Hands on the Helm
for Hubbard House

Believe it or not, the Hands on the Helm event is almost here. In less than
2 months, this event will be taking place.  This year we have added a
website to keep everyone informed of breaking news and general
information, past photos, link to pre-order t-shirts, and a link to pre-register
for the event- www.handsonthehelm.com .  
Coming soon - an opportunity to pre-order your favorite style and size of
your t-shirt that will be available for pickup on Friday, October 3rd at the
Pre-Race Celebration Party. We will have regular cotton t-shirts, microfiber
short sleeve and long sleeve shirts, crew neck sweatshirt, hooded
sweatshirt and caps that you can pre-order via Coral Reef.  This will be a
great opportunity for everyone to order just the right size and style without
wondering if I get there too late, they won't have anymore of my size! 
Now is the time to round up women's crew for your boat.  It can be all-
female or Mixed crew.  A woman has to be at the helm and no more than
50% men on Mixed Crew boats. Pre-registration will be available soon.
Classes available are All-female Spinnaker, All-female Non-Spinnaker,
Mixed Spinnaker, and Mixed Cruiser.
Volunteers are still needed to canvas neighborhoods- your favorite
restaurant, retail, car wash, tire store, any place you shop that would
donate an item for the raffle portion of the evening on October 3rd.
Perhaps the place that you work at, could donate an item.  
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Available: Deep Water
Dock on St. John’s 35’

length 6’ depth.
Located Amity Marina,
Fruit Cove Full length
Finder Dock, Fender

Rails and Padding
installed 30 amp Power-

Dock Box, showers,
clubhouse, pool, Bar

Available for Sublet for
next 12 to 18 months. 
Call (904) 254-0855

By Rear Commodore
Joann Rogers

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268


