
I know it is February but the weather
this week feels like May. It was 80
degrees today! Sunny, beautiful day
with a nice breeze. Why do I always
find myself working on days like
that? It’s just not fair. I am sure I
will have some finedays on the
water this year so I will just have to
wait for those.

Last month I was able to attend the
First Coast Sailing Association
award ceremony. I was very proud to
notice that our club dominated in
winning boats. North Florida
Cruising Club took the majority of
trophies handed out that night. It was
a winning night for our club. Taking
that many awards shows that, not
only can we go out and have fun, we
can compete with the best in our
area and win. Winners like Tom Bell,
Jim Callahan, Dale Carter, Bubba
Futch, Neena Guidi, Tommy
Holland, Charlie Johns, Allen Jones,
Linda Jones, Bob McClemens John
Spierre, Adam Norwood andJoan
Rogers. Bill Luebker summed it up
for us all by saying, “All you have to
do is show up!” 

Anyone that did not received the
2007 roster, there will be extras
available at this month’s meeting.
Speaking of rosters... the 2008 roster
will be sent to the printer the first
week of April. Please renew your
dues promptly or you might not be
in this year’s roster. Same thing goes

for advertising! Cut off date is
March 31st.

This month’s NFCC Program is by
Sunsail.  They are the Charter-boat
company that will be talking to us so
we can gain information and ideas
about the NFCC 40th Anniversary
Cruise to the BVI in November this
year. Please attend this month’s
meeting if you have any interest in
this cruise. (Fly-in, Bareboat
Charter) Any questions you have
will be answered by the staff of
Sunsail. I have received a lot of
positive feedback about this
upcoming event. It looks like we
might be having quite a party down
there, so make sure your passport is
up to date. If you don’t have one,
start now because sometimes it can
take quite a while. Speaking of
passports, I received this in an e-mail
and thought I would pass it on...

“ Effective Thursday, January 31st, all
boaters and Americans arriving from
anywhere outside of the United States will
have to possess a passport.”

This was a communication froma
Public Affairs Officer for Customs
and Border Protection out of
Washington. So you need to get that
passport anyway. 

I hope everyone has an opportunity
to enjoy this fantastic weather while
it lasts. Hope to see you at this
month’s meeting.

General Meeting: General Meeting: 
FFebrebr uaruar y 21y 21 stst atat
the Florida Gunthe Florida Gun
&& TTackle Clubackle Club

Bring your sun block with you
to the meeting- we have

SunSail coming to talk about
chartering boats in the

Caribbean this Fall- in order
to celebrate the 40 th

Anniversary on NFCC.
Commodore Fields will be

leading this effort.  
The menu for the night is
lasagna, garlic bread and

salad. 
Hope to see you all there!

February - 2008

TIME TO RENEW!
NFCC Renewal forms will be

available at our General
Membership meeting.

Members that still haven’t
renewed after that will be
mailed renewals. Save us
a stamp and print out the

last page and send it to us with
your renewal, please! 

Let me take you on a Sea Cruise
Commodore Chuck Fields



We had a great morning with the
boys and staff at Safe Harbor Boys
Home on Saturday the First.  Thanks
to Mary Ann Dennis for organizing
about 12 NFCC members to come to
help “sort sails” at SHBH.  Past
Commodore Rick Elbracht took the
job of teaching the boys how to
flake and wrap sails- all types of
sails.  The boys were getting a good
lesson from a knowledgeable sailor.
We had measuring, grading sail
conditions, packing sails, and
inventorying in a great production
on the front lawn. Allan Jones is
precise as to the measurements, Jeff
Knoll lent his expertise in handling
the spinnakers and evaluating the
condition of each sail, and the Vice
Commodore just unpacked the sails.
Linda Jones was a labeler par
excellence.  Thanks to all for
pitching in and getting the job done
in short order. Over fifty sails were
taken care and organized.  Safe
Harbor will be posting most of the
inventory on their web-site soon.  If
you need a back-up sail, here is a
great place to start your search.  The
contribution will help operate the
organization. 

March Monthly Meeting (Thursday
March 20th) will have speaker Neil
Armingeon- St Johns RiverKeeper as
guest speaker.  Neil will definitely

be talking about the
threat to the health of the

St Johns by the proposed removal of
move than 150,000,000 gallons of
water per DAY in order to furnish
the expansion and growth of middle
and southern Florida.  Come and
become more familiar with the
proposal.  Then learn what you can
do to take appropriate action.  

The NFCC members can be very
proud of their fellow members that
won so many of the sailing trophies
presented for race results throughout
2007.  It was a banner night for
NFCC.  

FCOC 2008 planning is moving
ahead with great progress.  Jay
Gardner has taken on the position of
Landside Manager for the Event.  He
will need assistance in organizing,
setting up and managing the events,

especially the brunch
on Thursday at St.
Augustine Yacht Club
and in St Marys on
Friday evening.  If you
can make time in your
schedule to help with
the landside events,
please contact Jay.  If
you are not racing,
come and join the party

time after the events- good food,
great music and dancing, and lots of
sailing stories.  We always hear that
the St Marys meal prepared by the St
Marys Eagles is one of the best low-
country boils on the First Coast-
come judge for yourself.   The party
on Saturday night at Safe Harbor
Boys Home is second to none- tired
and smiling sailors and great food.
Music to dance to- what a way to
spend a Saturday evening!    For
event details go to web site:
www.fcoc2008.com

Spring winds are here, so its time to
get to the dock, and go sailing. 

V i c e  V e r s u sV i c e  V e r s u s
Vice Commodore, Guy Anderson
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NFCC members
helping out at Safe
Harbor Boys Home.
Below are some of
the sails after
properly sorted and
folded.



It’s cruising time again!  Join us after
the race Saturday February 16th for
our Sweetheart Cruise at the Metro
Park City Docks.  We will have a U-
burn it at Metro Park and after
dinner a gift basket exchange,
Chinese style.  Bring the meat or
item you want to grill and we will
provide salad and sides.  Then after
dinner we will exchange baskets.  If
you have never done this it’s more
fun than watching some of my power
boating friends try to dock
downtown.  I’m told you can find
baskets to begin building your
treasure at places like Big Lots,
World Market, etc.  Chinese style
means you may pick from any
basket, even those already selected
by someone else.  You can reach
B&B on channel 71 Saturday for
assistance.  B&B plans to arrive in
downtown area Friday afternoon.
We will be docked either at the
Landing or Metro Park Friday

evening.  Anyone is more than
welcome to catch up with us on
Friday.  I can’t tell you exactly
where we will be, however, I’d
wager there will be a watering hole
nearby if we are not on board B&B.

In March we do not have a formal
club cruise scheduled, however we
have an excellent event for cruisers.
See the Race Captain’s and Rear
Commodore’s articles for
information on our Adopt-a-
Racer/Cruiser event in conjunction
with the Blue Max Race, and two
free nights dockage! We encourage
all cruisers to get out on the water
and experience racing with the stars,
and join the social activities.

In April we’ll head to the Safe
Harbor docks to stage our boats for
this year’s FCOC.  Look for more on
this in next month’s Scoop.

See you on the water!

Cruise Report
Cruise Captains Bill & Beverly Pierce
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Chuck Fields, Commodore
iskagua@comcast.net

Guy Anderson, Vice Commodore
guykanderson@worldnet.att.net

Joan Rogers, Rear Commodore
jrogers17@earthl ink.net

Dave Kyser, Race Captain
davekyser@yahoo.com

Bill & Beverly Pier ce, Cruise Captains
bnb38@comcast.net

Adam Norwood, Secretary
ahnorwood@comcast.net

William “Jay” Gardner , Treasurer
wm32205@yahoo.com

Bil l  Luebker ,  Director
rasasayang@comcast.net

Kar en Weimar,  Director
karen.weimar@bms.com

Margar et  Dean, 
Director and Webmaster
kuhndean@comcast.net

Ana Costa,  Windscoop Edi tor
aninhaw79@yahoo.com
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DOCK CAPTAINS
By Dave Kyser

Where is your boat docked?  NFCC Members are spread all
over the First Coast, from South Georgia to St. Augustine,

FL, and inland as far as Gainesville and Live Oak, FL!  In an
effort to help boost membership, we’d like re-establish our
Dock Captain program. We still need Dock Captains at:

Beach Marine, Ortega River Yacht Club, Ortega Landing,
Lambs, River City Marina, Whitney’s, Mandarin Holiday

Marina, Bulls Bay, Amity Anchorage, Holland Marine, and
any other dock I’ve missed where there are NFCC members! 

Volunteer Dock Captains will get and NFCC “Business”
Cards sent to them that can be handed out in social settings,
and NFCC Membership Applications to keep handy.  We’re

also working on a membership contest and possibly a
special burgee for Dock Captains. 

A good Dock Captain would then be on the lookout for
potential members, hand out applications, sponsor new

members, and generally promote the club.  Please e-mail
me at davekyser@yahoo.com as I’d be happy to act as the

Dock-Captain Point-of-contact.



February kicks off our racing season!  I’m proud to

once again be serving the racing fleet and the club as a
whole. By the time many of you read this, we’ll be done
with the NFCC Spring River Race.  Let’s hope all these
cold-fronts blasting through don’t goof us up. Look for
the results on the web-site.  Awards for the NFCC
Spring River Race will be given out at the March NFCC
General meeting.  

Exciting News!  Our next function is the NFCC Adopt-
a-Racer/Cruiser seminar AND the Blue Max Race on

Saturday, March 29th, 2008.  Both events will be at
Ortega Landing, formerly known as Ortega River
Boatyard.  The Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser (ARC) was
originally scheduled for March 8th, but we moved it to
the morning of Mar 29th, the same weekend as the NFCC
Blue MaxRace, and also the “Jacksonville Marina Mile
Open House.”   This will be a big weekend for us with
lots of fun stuff going on.  

First; the Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser is open to all cruising
and racing yachts of folks that want to learn how to race.
This is a FREEseminar, not just for NFCC members,
but for all sailors. This unique event is an opportunity
for sailors and cruisers to learn how to race in a non-
threatening scenario.  Cruisers get a racer with them for
the day to teach them how to race on their own boat.
There will be a short shore-side seminar about racing
rules and starting tactics, and then we’ll go on the water
and do a few practice starts and then a short race.  This
is not a “learn-to-sail” program; participants should
already know how to sail.  It is open to any sailboat
(Keelboats, no dinghies or day-sailors, please.) from any

club, so help get the word out!  Tell your friends, get
those sailors you see sitting around the marina on
Saturdays, and help us get participation to this great
event.  This function can also be a very useful
membership tool, so be sure to talk it up with your
fellow sailors and have some membership applications
in your back pocket.  There will be a Seminar
Announcement & Registration for cruisers and adopted
racers at the March NFCC general meeting, or
participants can register online at www.nfccsail.comby
clicking on “Racing 2008” and then click “Registration”
next to “NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser event.”   So
cruisers wanting to learn and racers willing to volunteer,
be sure to sign up!  If you don’t have a boat, come out
any way, we’ll try and find you a crew position.  See the
March Windscoop or the Seminar Announcement &
Registration for a detailed schedule.

Second; the same weekend, there is a promotion going
on called the “Jacksonville Marina Mile Open House”
www.jacksonvillemarinamile.com/
The Jacksonville Marina Mileis a group of marine-
related businesses in Ortega that are having an open-
house with booths, food, door prizes, “sea-bags”, and
other fun activities, and special tours and promotional
discounts will be offered by the members of the
Jacksonville Marina Mile.  They want to give the
boating public an opportunity to learn more about the
boating support services that are offered along the St.
Johns and Ortega River in Jacksonville. 
Ortega Landing is kind enough to offer complimentary
dockage to anyone who wants to come in Friday night
for our functions, or remain after if not racing. (One
night only)  Dockage will be handled by Ortega Landing
directly; do not call me or just show up! 
For Dockage/Slip reservations please contact Stephanie
McCann, Ortega Landing Senior Dockhand, at 904-387-
5538 or smccann@ortegalanding.com.

Third; immediately after the ARC practice starts, we’ll
have the NFCC Blue Max Race.  The Blue Max was
traditionally a long-distance feeder race the weekend
before the Mug Race, to get boats headed south.  I’d like
to return the Blue Max to its roots! (And next year
return it to the weekend before the Mug Race, in order
to help the Rudder Club and Holland Marine.)  This
year, the Blue Max will have a Skipper’s meeting at
Ortega Landing, and then after the ARC practice, we’ll

The The WWeathereather BeatBeat
By your Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser
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start the Blue Max in the vicinity of St. Johns Marker
G5, going south, through the Buckman Bridge, and
finish in the vicinity of St. Johns Marker R18.  The post-
race party and festivities will be at Holland Marine.
Tom Holland has been kind enough to extend
participating yachts an offer of courtesy (free!)dockage
that Saturday night. Please contact them directly for
Dockage instructions at: (904) 284-3349 or
hollandmarine@bellsouth.net.   
That’s two free nights of dockage if go along for the
whole ride!  Cast-off and get underway!
Just a reminder, the Notice of Race (NOR) and Sailing
Instruction (SI) for each race will be up in a PDF format
on our website before each race. (www.nfccsail.com)   In
addition to the SI being available online, the SI may be
obtained at the NFCC General meeting before a given
race, or at the Skipper’s meeting for the specific race if
there is a shore-side Skipper’s meeting.  The Standard
Race Entry Form and PHRF forms are available as
www.sailjax.com

Lastly; I have added a clarification to my Sailing
Instructions regarding the Cruising Class.  I created the
Cruising Class in 1999 when I was the Commodore,
after listening to the concerns & gripes of the then OPC
fleet for six years.  We talked to a lot of people and
came by a fair system that most cruisers were happy
with.  There was also a lot of back-room wrangling with
other clubs about the merge of PHRF and the Cruiser
Class.  It was hugely successful, so much so, we
accidentally killed the OPC Class but doubled our race
participation amongst Cruisers, and increased race
participation at the other clubs as well.  So, suffice it to
say, I know what I’m talking about when I tell you the
Cruiser Class is meant for cruising boats, not racing
boats.  Additionally, we can not allow Racing sails,
defined as high-tech or exotic (non-Dacron) sail

materials, to include Kevlar, Carbon, Spectra, or
purpose-built racing sails such as North 3DLs.  (Unless
specifically designed as a cruising sail for a cruising
boat, will be evaluated case-by-case.)  The Race Captain
& Race Committee, at their sole discretion will
determine what a racing boat is or isn’t, and what exotic
sails are, and we have delineated our intent in the
Sailing instructions. As I stated, one of the purposes of
the Cruising Class was to increase participation, so we
certainly don’t want to exclude anyone, but abuses
cannot be tolerated.  If you feel you have sails that may
be in question, please feel free to call or e-mail me and
discuss it. Common-sense and fair-play will be applied.
I’m going to exercise the leadership to police that class,
and do everything I can to grow it, and our club. 

Race Captain Dave Kyser:
(904) 631-2926 or davekyser@yahoo.com

See you on the water! 
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NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES

Capt. David P. Kyser     

Marine Surveyor
USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed

www.niagarayachtservices.com
7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 - Fax (866) 893-6648
davek@niagarayachtservices.com

Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:

21 February-- NFCC General Meeting

20 March -- NFCC General Meeting

29 March-- NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser event. Rear-
Commodore’s event, but conducted in conjunction with
Race.

29 March-- Blue Max Race, St. Johns River, Distance
Race! From vicinity of Marker G5 to vicinity of Marker
R18; Skipper’s Meeting at Ortega Landing and Post-race
part and festivities at Holland Marine, Green Cove
Springs.

5 April -- Cruise to Safe Harbor(stage your boat 
for the FCOC)

9-12 April -- First Coast Offshore Challenge(FCOC),
Offshore, please   See www.fcoc2008.comfor more info
on that race. Remember, the NFCC Tommy Hall
Memorial Trophy is awarded during this regatta. 



Report from the FCSA Representative:

Many of our club’s racers attended the annual meeting
of the First Coast Sailing Association on January 23rd

2008, which was held at Epping Forest.  As you know,
the FCSAis made up of the five local yacht clubs:
NFCC, Rudder Club (RC), Navy Jax (NJYC), Epping
Forest (EFYC), and The Florida Yacht Club. (FYC)  The
purpose of the organization is to set up a PHRF rating
system, to sponsor an annual interclub regatta, and to
organize the yearly race schedule with awards given for
race series.  2007 was the sixth year in which there were
awards given out for three race series:  six races each for
the Spring and Fall Series, and five races for the Ocean
Series.  Interestingly, all five of the Ocean races were
NFCC races.  Further, if you count the four races in the
Women’s Series and the other open entry PHRF races in
2007 (Hangover, Mug, Full Moon, Single Hand), the
number of PHRF races run by the five clubs amounts to
this:  NFCC 10; RC 7; NJYC 3; EFYC 3; FYC 2.

So, how did we do?  Well, in the Ocean Series, our
members took home 3 + 1/2 of the nine awards; in the
Spring Series, it was 6 + 2/2 of nine; and in the Fall
Series, it was 4 + 3/2 of nine; totaling up, that’s 16 of 27
trophies (59%).  Hot Dog!  The 1/2 numbers represent
winners with dual club memberships.  Conclusion:  even
though we are the “cruising” club, we not only put on
the most races, we have the highest share of the winning
racers.

Spring River Series:
Spin 1st Cheetah– Bubba Futch

Spin 2nd Whisper– Tom Bell
Spin 3rd Liberty Call – Charlie Johns

N-Spin 1st Amanda Rhos– Adam Norwood
N-Spin 2nd High Cotton– Mike Murawsky

Cruiser 1st Bernoulli – Allen Jones
Cruiser 2nd Rasa Sayang– Bill Luebker

Cruiser 3rd Francisco Sea Warrior – Dale Carter

Fall River Series:
Spin 1st Whisper– Tom Bell

Spin 2nd Cheetah– Bubba Futch
Spin 3rd Liberty Call – Charlie Johns

N-Spin 2nd High Cotton– Mike Murawsky

Cruiser 1st Bernoulli – Allen Jones
Cruiser 2nd Rasa Sayang– Bill Luebker

Cruiser 3rd Sea Star – Jim Callahan

Ocean Series:
Spin 2nd Whisper– Tom Bell

Spin 3rd Soros Cailin– John Spierre
Cruiser 1st Bananas– Bob Mcclemens
Cruiser 2nd Jolie Dancer– Rich Klimas

Women’s Series:
Spin 1st Cheetah– Jodi Weinbecker, et al

Non-Spin 1st Keep The Faith– Nina Guidi, et al

Mixed Cruiser 1st Whisper– Joan Rogers, et al
Mixed Cruiser 3rd Bernoulli – Linda Jones, et al

Mixed Cruiser 4th thru 9th – Jacqui Welti, Leslie Carter,
Karen Weimar, Alena Korous, Sherry Reeves, and all

their crews.

Another trophy awarded at the FCSAAnnual meeting
was the DuPont Cup sponsored by Epping Forest YC.
Brent Fulton, skipper of Boom, was the next name to be
etched into the plaque of winners.  He did this by
placing well in both the Spring and Fall EFYC races.
Way to go Brent.

The racing schedule is, was, and continues to be
available on www.sailjax.com.  It is the best place to go
for schedules, notices, results, and historical race
information.  I’m slowly getting more and more of the
historical data typed in.  It’s fun stuff to take a look at.
If you have old schedules, or race results that aren’t
shown (even from other clubs’regattas) get it to me, and
I’ll try to get it posted.  Where I’ve shown “NFCC
Summary” items on the website that are not linked to
data pages, I have the data, but just haven’t yet had the
time to get it typed up.  And finally, if you see errors on
the FCSAwebsite, you’ve got to let me know.  I’m just
a guy, like any other guy, who can make mstkes.

The hardest part of sailing is leaving the house.

Adam Norwood
NFCC's FCSARepresentative
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Looking for camaraderie with women sailors?  Want to
become a better sailor for cruising or racing?  Interested
in racing but don’t have the experience? Want a safe,
friendly environment to hone your sailing skills but
without your husband, boyfriend, etc. yelling at you?
Then, I have just the place - The Northeast Florida
Women’s Sailing Network. The purpose is to provide a
“network among women with or without sailing
experience, to allow us to grow in sailing knowledge
and the ability through: sharing experience, educational
sessions and programs, teaching others and sailing
together.

Now, you might be wondering why I’m promoting this
women’s network within the NFCC? And, the answer is
- I have been a member since 2002 even when the
network was not meeting on a regular basis. I have met
so many great women and I have learned many different
aspects of sailing for cruising or even for racing.  It is
the camaraderie of the women and being able to gain the
confidence to go out on a sailboat with no guys aboard.
No yelling allowed. This year I will be a skipper in the
Women’s Sailing Series on an all-female sailboat. 
Oh, and, I do NOTown a sailboat. 

We are meeting at 6PM on the 3rd Thursday of the month
at the Florida Gun & Tackle Club around back on the
screened in porch.  This is the same night and location
as the NFCC meeting.  So when we finish up with the
NFWSN meeting, we are right here to attend the NFCC
meeting.  Same location, same night and doesn’t tie-up
two different nights. This month we will be planning our
monthly “Women on the Water Sail and Workshops”.
Our program for the evening will be “Just how much do
you know about sailing”.  And, an opportunity to win a
bottle of Mt. Gay Rum (women sailors only can win the
bottle of Rum; sorry guys!) 

On a women’s sail-racing note; the winners for the 2007
Women’s Sailing Series included several members with
the NFCC - 3 out of 5 trophies.  Winners are:

Looking F orward
From T he Rear
Rear Commodore, Joan Rogers

First Place- Cruiser Class- Joan Rogers (Whisper) -
NFCC. Crew included Gloria DeVall, Denise Smith ,
Suzy Veal, Kimberly Beatson, Barb Ebers, and Tom Bell.
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Second Place- Roseanne Vernon (Liberty Call) - RC

Third Place - Linda Jones (Bernoulli) - NFCC. Crew
included Mary Refeldt, Geri Price, Mariane Davis,
Allen Jones.
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Second Place - Lynne Currie (White Lightnin’) - NJYC

If you are interested in crewing for the women’s sailing
series or a skipper looking for crew and want to race
with women- come on out!  Remember 3rd Thursday,
Florida Gun & Tackle Club, 6PM, around back on the
screen porch.  Then stay afterward for the NFCC
meeting.  For additional information check out
http://womenssailingnetwork.blogspot.com or on our
website: www.nfccsail.com

Also, check out Captain Dave’s article and get the details
on the NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser coming up March
29th, in conjunction with the NFCC Blue Max Race
weekend. This looks like a great opportunity for us to plug
into the Race-training seminar. (And Social opportunities)

This event was originally scheduled for Saturday, March
8th but has been rescheduled for Saturday, March 29th.  
Now you might be thinking-why should I attend this
event? What is in it for me?  Well, if you are new to
racing-spinnaker, non-spinnaker or even in the cruising
class and are not familiar with the “Rules of Racing”,
and finally want to know what is really going on in a
race- then this event is for you. 

We will be having a short seminar and then have an
experienced racer join each new person and their
sailboat/crew out on the water for practice starts and a
short race.  Afterwards, you can experience a real race
by joining in on the Blue Max Race if you want.  Now
for you experienced racers - WE NEED YOU! Can’t
have these new skippers go out alone for the practice
race, now can we? That means for each new skipper, we
need an experienced skipper.  Sign up at the NFCC
General Meeting.  And remember, the more racers we
have in the North Florida area, the more competitive it
will be, and we can continue the racing tradition on the
St. John’s River for many years to come. Check out the
Racing article and the Cruising article for
additional details and join us at the upcoming
General Meeting on Thursday, February 21st.

First Place - Non-Spinnaker-All Female- Neena Guidi
(Keep The Faith) - NFCC

Helping out at Safe Harbor Boys Home. 



2008 NFC C Member ship Rene wal Fo rm

Please list below any changes in your information. If there are none, leave this part blank. Then return this form to
any member of the NFCC Board or mail it, and your check, to the NFCC address listed below. The renewal fee is
$50.

Name _______________________________ e-mail address __________________________________

Mate _______________________________ e-mail address ___________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone ______________________________________

Work Phone ______________________________________

Cell Phone ________________________________________

Boat make & length ________________________________

Boat name ________________________________________

Docked at ________________________________________

Which activities would you like help with?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL32241-4268
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