
Happy New Year to all! 2008 is the 40th

anniversary of our club.  Four decades
of great sailing and great sailing people.
So on that note we all need to make this
a special year by attending as many
races and cruisesas we can.  Of course
we all have to work and have families
to take care of, but let’s all look at the
race and cruise calendars for this year
and see what we can do.

At this time I would like to say what an
honor it is for me that you have chosen
me to be this years Commodore.  I hold
a special place in my heart for this club
and each and every one of you.  I will
never take for granted that this is YOUR
club and I am here to serve its best
interests andits members. Feel free to
call or e-mail me to express any ideas of
feelings you have that might better the
club.

I would like to set a goal to increase our
membership to makethe North Florida
Cruising Club the premier clubof the
tri-county area.  We already seem to
dominate in the race scene in this area
and have the best cruises of any of the
clubs I have seen.  We need to have
enough boats on the water to make the
city sit up and take notice of not only
our club but sailors and sailingin
general.  I would like to set up quarterly
meetings between all the Commodores
of the clubs in our areas to discuss
common concerns that we all share.
Let’s face it; we are a dying breed as far
as the community is concerned. Unless
all the clubs band together we will fade
into the background.I think it was
Ben Franklin that said at the outset of
the American Revolution, “If we don’t
hang together we will certainly hang
separately”. 

January - 2008

Don’t forget: 
9-12 April, 2008

First Coast
Offshore

Challenge
(FCOC)

please see
www.fcoc2008.com

for more info on
that race.

January 17th

Starting off in January, we
have a speaker that we all
enjoy hearing – The St
Johns Riverkeeper.  Neil
Armingeon will be
speaking – and giving us
an update on activities.
Mostly,  Neil will let us
know about the plan for
removing 155 Million
gallons of water per day
from the St Johns – does
that spell low water to
you?  Come and learn
more about Central Florida
endangering the health of
your St Johns River.  This
should be interesting, and
Neil will let you know
what you can do to help
stop this action.  

February 21st

Next, in February bring
your sun block with you to
the meeting- we have
SunSail coming to talk
about chartering boats in
the Caribbean this Fall- in
order to celebrate the 40th

Anniversary on NFCC.
Commodore Fields will be
leading this effort.  

Next – what and where are
the Seychelles?  Next
program item coming to
NFCC.
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Past Commodore Don Gilbert and Commodore Chuck Fields at
the Change Of Command party.

NFCC’s 40th anniversary!!
Commodore, Chuck Fields



There are several issues that I have heard members talk about in the
last few months.  One is how late the Roster came out last year.  In
an effort to get the Roster out on time this year we will set and
abide by a cut off date for membership renewal.  Please renew your
dues before the last week of March.  

The first week of April we will submit the paid member names to
the printer so the Roster will be in the member’s hands by the end
of April.  This also will apply to advertising.  If you wish to have an
ad in the Roster please submit it by the last week of March.

The second thing is talking during the program and meetings.  I
realize that you might not have had a chance to talk to one of your
fellow members for a month.  Buttime is set aside for socializing
before the program, an intermission before the meeting and
socializing after the meeting.  The Social starts at 6:45 PM and the
Meeting starts at 7:30 PM.  If you must talk during the meeting
please go outside.  It is rude to our guest speaker to have to talk
over several conversations.  Also please raise your hand to be
recognized to speak during the meetings.  If this is not done people
start talking over each other.  The end result is that no one knows
what anyone is saying.

We will be looking for volunteers for helping out with the First
Coast Offshore Challenge (to benefit the troubled youth at Safe
Harbor Boys Home),and Hands On the Helm (to help women who
are victimsof domestic violence, and Hubbard House),events this
year. If you have some spare time and could offer some help it
would be greatly appreciated.  These are charity events that not only
serve great causes but give our club positive exposure to the
community, so please help out if you can.

I’m planning a charter cruise in the Caribbean (BVI) this Fall!  At
first we were talking about the last week of October or the first
week of November.  After looking at this years race schedule it
looks like that time frame is not favorable.  The week after Labor
Day in September looks wide open so we should set a tentative date
for then. Actually the rates will be cheaper then.  Remember the
Sunsail people are coming for the program in February.  If
you are interested and would like to know more, plan to
attend the general meeting in February.  If you wish to
make a reservation before that, call me. Remember that we
get a 20% discount if we charter 5 or more boats.

In closing I would like to thank you again for your trust
and will endeavor to make this a great 40th year for
our club!
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Hello from B & B (short for Bill & Beverly or Beverly
& Bill, depends on which one of us you ask).  We are
your Cruising Captains for 2008 and are hard at work
planning many fun events for 2008.  You’ll see some
familiar destinations and perhaps some new adventures.
So start preparing you boats/land yachts to weigh anchor
and attend our first outing in February.

February 16th will be the NFCC’s Spring River Race and
Sweetheart’s cruise to Metro Park.  When you finish the
race, come downtown for a “You-burn-it” at Metro Park
Marina.  You bring something to burn on the grill and
B&B will supply potatoes, salad, and some of Bev’s
deserts.  There is normally no Dockmaster working on
weekends so call B&B on VHF Ch.71 if you need
information.  Remember Metro Park’s docks have no
dockside amenities, however the price is right. After
dinner we will have a basket exchange.   Bring a
valentines basket to join in the fun.  There is normally
plenty of parking by the docks so drive down to Metro
Park if you can’t come by boat.

Our March event will be the NFCC “Adopt-a-
Racer/Cruiser”.  The site for this is still in the works and
should be in next months Windscoop; check the Rear-
Commodore’s article for more on that.  

Look over the rest of this years plan and mark your
calendar for some great times.  You will notice that we
are back to traditional destinations for Memorial Day
and Labor Day.  In June we will venture to Palm Coast
where we will enjoy their facilities and the nearby
European Village.  For the 4th of July we plan to be
anchored at Cumberland Island where we should get 3
fireworks shows.  Next we move on to August and a full

moon raft up at Hallowes Cove.  Then in October
the air show returns to NAS.  A boat is the best way to
experience an F/A-18 going about 400 knots at what
seems like just over your mast.  Finally we’ll finish the
year with a Rear Commodores Cruise at a site TBA.

Here is this year’s entire cruise list.  Some events still
have to be confirmed with facilities so this is of course
subject to change.

February 16th - Sweetheart Cruise to Metro Park (after
Spring River Race)

March 8th - Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser - Site TBA.

April 5th - Cruise to Safe Harbor(stage your boat
for the FCOC)

May 24th - Memorial Day Race/Cruise to St. Augustine

June 21st - Palm Coast

July 4th - FirecrackerCruise to Cumberland Island

August 16th - Full Moon Raft up at Hallowes Cove

August 30th - Labor Day Race/Cruise to Fernandina

October 24th - Air Show NAS and raft up Plummer's Cove

November 15th- Rear Commodore’s Cruise- site TBA.
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VVice Commodore’ice Commodore’s Log s Log 
Guy Anderson

Welcome to another year of sailing and fun in Northeast
Florida.  As the Program Chair for 2008, I am looking
forward to providing you with entertaining, educational
and fun programs at the monthly meetings.   Since 2008
is a Leap Year we get a bonus- an extra day to sail and
enjoy boating during the year. 

Dr John Hall has volunteered to assist with planning
programs and coming up with topics and ideas for the
meeting to worth your while to attend the monthly
meeting, and to bring another sailor with you.  We are
also asking for your ideas as to topics, speakers, and
events that you think would make NFCC meeting more
fun and educational.

Cr uise int o an
ex cit in

g year !!



The Start LineThe Start Line
By Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser

Welcome fellow NFCC members and friends to the 2008
Race Season.  Let us not forget however, that this is the
North Florida CruisingClub.  This Club is about sailing
and cruising our boats; racing is nothing but applied
sailing, teaches you to sail your boat well, and helps us
pay the bills.  Having said that, let’s go racing!  We’ve
set the 2008 Race Schedule and balanced it with what
other clubs are doing, and what our own Cruise
Schedule is.  Before I go over the Race stuff for this
year, I’ve been asked to tell a little about myself,
especially for the newer members. 

I’ve been a NFCC member since 1992.  I was the Sail-
master conducting Sail-training at Navy Jacksonville
Yacht Club (NJYC) for a few years, and two-time past
Rear-Commodore at NJYC when I joined NFCC.  I was
big into one-design racing back then, and had a beautiful
little O’Day 17’ Daysailor.  In late 1991 I bought
NIAGARA, my Catalina 27, which I cruised and raced on
the River and offshore for years.  I became the Race
Captain at NFCC the first time in 1996, and went up the
ranks to become Commodore in 1999.  Of the last
twenty years I’ve been racing on the river, I’ve been
running one club’s or another’s regattas for about eight
years of that.  I’ve been working in the boat business in
one way or another for over sixteen years now.  I love
this club, its wonderful sailors and many of my friends,
and the reason I’m back is due to the desire to see this
club succeed and grow its numbers again.

Now back to the Racing stuff!  First, a “Primer” in Race
stuff and information: 

=> I will have the “Notice of Race” (NOR) for each race
up in a PDF format on our website long before each
race. (www.nfccsail.com)  The NOR will tell you the

what, where, when, and who of the race.

=> “Sailing Instructions” (SI) may be obtained at the
NFCC General meeting before a given race, on our
website, or at the Skipper’s meeting for the specific race. 

=> Our races are open to all PHRF Spinnaker, Non-
spinnaker, and Cruiser Yachts. 

=> Race Entries accepted via e-mail, in person at NFCC
Club Meeting prior to Regatta, or at Registration prior to
Skipper’s Meeting, if applicable.  

=> The Standard Race Entry Form and PHRF forms are
available at www.sailjax.com

=> Entry Fee and signed Entry Form must be received
before Committee boat leaves the dock for you to be
properly registered.

=> Results will be available immediately after the race at
post-race party or shore-side facility as designated in the SI.

=> Trophies will be awarded at the Next NFCC Club
meeting following the Race.
Are you paying attention? There will be a quiz later…

First Race of the year: The Spring River Race.
This race will be Saturday February 16th on the St. Johns
River; start will be in the vicinity of Marker G5.  That is
in between EFYC and FYC if you weren’t sure.  There
will be no skipper’s meeting before this race.

The start will be at about 11:00 AM.  Look for the NOR
on our web-site, www.nfccsail.comand the SI will be
available on our website and at the NFCC general
meeting on January 17th, 2008.  Post-race will be at
Metro Park Docks in conjunction with Sweetheart’s
Cruise.  See the Cruise Captain’s article for details on
the cruise.

Don’t forget, soon after the Spring River Race, we will
be having the NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser on March 8th

and the Blue Max on March 29th.  Check the Rear-
Commodore’s article for more on the Adopt-a-
Racer/Cruiser.

Lot’s of reasons to get out and sail the boat!  Look for
future articles with tips on sailing faster, sailing the
internet, safety aboard, racing flags, etc.
I’m proud to be serving, and I’ll see you on the water!

Dave…_/)
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Capt. David P. Kyser 
Marine Surveyor
NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES

��� �  USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed
��� �  Surveys Comply with USCG, ABYC, and NFPA standards
��� �  Pre-purchase Condition & Valuation Surveys
��� �  Appraisals, Damage Inspection
��� �  Maritime Consulting & Expert Witness
��� �  No Travel Charges in FL

www.niagarayachtservices.com
7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 - Fax (866) 893-6648
davekyser@yahoo.com



From the Rear
(Commodore)
Joan Rogers

A sailor never stops learning and each moment on the
water adds to his/her personal gratification.  The more
you sail, the more you want to share it with others who
don’t.  That’s the beauty of sailing.

I remember my first exposure to sailing…I grew up in
Jacksonville and loved the water but never had the
opportunity to go sailing until 1998.  I found out a friend
of mine had a sailboat and I asked him to take me out
sailing.  From the moment I stepped on the boat, I loved
it.  I continued to go out and sail on his boat until he
sold it the end of 1999. I went sailing some in 2000, and
then in 2001 went to a sailing school and received a
couple of certifications. In 2001, my friend was sitting
next to Jodi Weinbecker at Epping for the Leukemia
Cup, and she was looking for another crew member.  He
hooked me up with her and the rest, as they say is
history.

I joined the NFCC in 2002.  I became the Secretary in
2003 under Tom Davis, 2004 under Bob McClemens,
Hands on the Helm Co-Chair and Commodores Award
in 2005 under Rick Elbracht, and Secretary, again in
2007 under Don Gilbert.
I’ve been fortunate to hook up with great people here at
NFCC and go forth in my racing, cruising and
volunteering efforts.

This year I’ve been elected to be your Rear Commodore.
It will be an exciting year as we are celebrating our 40th

Anniversary.  Along with supervising Race and Cruise,
two more functions of the Rear-Commodore are to hold
the Rear-Commodore’s Cruise, and  the NFCC “Adopt-

a-Racer/Cruiser” event.  The Rear-Commodore’s
Cruise is tentatively set for November 15th, 2008.  Check
Scoop articles later in the year for more on that.  The
other, the NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser, is right around
the corner, March 8th.  This event is a long standing
tradition that for some reason was not conducted the past
few years.  Race Captain Dave will help me with this at
a location TBA.  The Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser is a great
function that affords Cruisers the opportunity to learn
more about racing in a fun, non-threatening
environment.  Cruisers can get a Racer on their boat for
the day, and after a brief shore-side class, they get to do
a practice race, as the “Rock-star” Racer shows them
how to best sail their boat!  It is open to all boats, not
just NFCC boats, and has been a powerful membership
tool in the past.  Non-boat owners are welcome too, to
crew and learn.  Tell you non-NFCC sailing friends
about it!  Full details will be in next month’s Windscoop. 

Come on aboard and join in on the cruises, racing and
volunteering to help make this 40th year at the North
Florida Cruising Club the best ever!
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From the
Change Of
Command party:
Mary Anne
Dennis receives
the William Sheu
award (right) and
director Karen
Weimar helps
Commodore
Chuck Fields
with his stars. 



Hands On the Helm Update
Margaret Dean 

On December 11 th , 2007 Mary-Anne Dennis and Margaret Kuhn, co-chairs of the 2007 Hands on
the Helm event presented a check for $4,600 to April Griffin, Executive Assistant for
Hubbard House. Mary-Anne and Margaret were invited to a Hubbard House staff Christmas
celebration in Springfield. This turned out to be a learning session on both sides. The
talk turned to Hands on the Helm
and its history. Not everyone on
the Hubbard House staff knew about
the annual NFCC event and they were
amazed and touched by our donation
and the work we do. They, in turn,
offered insight into the services
they offer and how donations like
ours are used.

Hubbard House has also offered to
NFCC members a tour of Hubbard
House facilities. They would like
us to see for ourselves the
difference we make in the lives of
the women, children, and men they
serve. 

A big THANK YOU from the staff of
Hubbard House!

Here is the 2008 Racing Schedule: 

16 February = Spring River Race, St. Johns River, North end, Post-race at Metro Park Docks in conjunction with
Sweetheart’s Cruise.

8 March = NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser event. This is Rear-Commodore Joan Rogers event, but Race 
helps. Details in February Scoop.

29 March = Blue Max Race, St. Johns River, South of Buckman, Skipper’s Meeting and Post-race at Holland 
Marine, Green Cove Springs.

9-12 April = First Coast Offshore Challenge(FCOC), Offshore, please   See www.fcoc2008.comfor more info on
that race. Remember, the NFCC Tommy Hall Memorial Trophy is awarded during this regatta.

24 May = St. Augustine Race, Offshore, Mayport to St. Augustine, Post-race at shore-side location TBA. 
(Cruisers join the fun!)

30 August = Herb Elphick Race, Offshore, Mayport to Fernandina, Post-race at Palace Saloon, Fernandina. 
(Again, cruisers, come with us!)

4 October = “Hands on the Helm” for Hubbard House, fka NFCC Women’s Race, St. Johns River, North of 
Buckman, Skipper’s Meeting and Post-race at The Rudder Club of Jacksonville.

25 October = Fall River Race, St. Johns River, just South of Buckman, Post-race at NFCC Raft-up in 
Plummer’s cove in conjunction with Cruise. 
Note- this is the same weekend as the NAS JAX Air show with the Blue Angels…what a fun weekend!
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