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Commodore Chuck
Fields is presenting
the program at this

June monthly
meeting.  He will be
talking about cruising
in the BVI’s.  Come

and hear about
cruising and enjoying

some of the best
sailing in the Western

Hemisphere.
Remember, we have
an event in the BVI’s

the first week of
November, celebrating
the 40th Anniversary

of NFCC.  Come and
get the details.

June - 2008

Well, I must be having a blast

because this year is just flying by for
me. My work schedule this year has
allowed me to participate in more
club events than it usually does. This
is something I could get used to very
easily. But looking on the bright side,
I only have 34 months until I can
retire and do whatever I want. 

In five months we fly down to the
British Virgin Islands for our SunSail
charter. I will be giving a slide
presentation of a BVI trip I took
with SunSail two years ago in
November. I want everyone to see
how beautiful the weather is there
at that time of year. Not only will
I have pictures that I had taken, I
will have pictures taken by Allen
and Linda Jones and the couple
Vernon and Barbara whom I
crewed with on the beneteau 41
we rented for the week. Bob
McClemens chartered a Beneteau
43.5 the same week and will share
his pictures as well.

Five months will go by in no
time. So if you are thinking about
going this November you need to
get a crew together and make
your reservations. Sharing the
expense of such a trip is necessary
for most people. I have made a
poster with outlines of six

sailboats with lines by each boat for
prospective crewmembers to sign. If
you are interested in going, you can
sign the poster. It does not mean you
are committed to anything but will
give other people an idea of who
wants to go. 

The Memorial Weekend Race to St.
Augustine was a lot of fun. I was
crew on B&B with Beverly and Bill
Pierce. Mary Ann Dennis and Karen
Weimar also crewed with us. We

If time flies when you’re having fun. . .
Commodore Chuck Fields

Hard work aboard B&B at the STA Race!



came in last but had a great sail from Mayport to
St. Augustine. We crossed the start line and the finish
line at the same point of sail. So it was a leisurely day of
sailing to say the least.

We spent the rest of the weekend just relaxing and
walking about St. Augustine. Karen and I walked down
to the Veteran’s Memorial Cemetery by the armory to
pay our respects to our fallen soldiers there. It was a
beautiful place with many flags flying that day. On a
historical note there is also a memorial to several
hundred soldiers buried in a mass grave who died in the
Indian Wars. They are buried under three large coquina
pyramids. If you have never been there to see this
memorial it is worth the short walk to do so.

Sunday after the race of the century there was a huge
waterspout right off the coast. We saw it on the way to
the Conch House. We should have taken that as an omen
because the Conch House was a mad house. It was way
too crowded with way too many young people. We had
one drink there and walked to the St. Augustine Yacht
Club for the after race festivities. They had a good turn
out for the race but had to move the race inside because
of the stiff breeze that day. We had one boat from the
North Florida Cruising Club enter the race, Tom Davis
and the crew of Ghost. They placed fourth in spin. They
did a great job and I want to thank them for representing
our club.

We had a late breakfast
Monday morning and
motor sailed up the inter-
coastal to Jacksonville. All
in all it was a great
weekend and a great event
for our club. I want to
thank Bill and Beverly for
inviting me along and
thank them for organizing
the cruise and docking in
St. Augustine. Thanks are
also in order for our Race
Captain Dave Kyser for a
job well done with the
race.

In closing I want to
include something I
thought was interesting

that I found in a book called “With a Pinch of Salt”
by Captain Nick Bates. “The USS Constitution (Old
Ironsides) was combat vessel and carried 48,600 gallons
of water for her crew of 475 officers and men. This was
sufficient enough to last six months of sustained
operation at sea. However, it should be noted that
according to her log, ‘On July 27th 1798, the USS
Constitution sailed from Boston with a full compliment
of 475 officers and men, 48,600 gallons of fresh water,
7,400 cannon shot, 11,600 pounds of black powder and
79,400 gallons of rum.’

Her mission: ‘To destroy and harass English shipping’.
Making Jamaica on 6 October she took on 826 pounds
of flour and 68,300 gallons of rum.Then she headed for
the Azores, arriving there on 12 November, and was
provisioned with 550 pounds of beef and 64,300 gallons
of Portuguese wine.(Presumably they didn’t have any
rum on the islands.) On 18 November she set sail for
England. On the way, she defeated five British men-of-
war and captured and scuttled twelve English
merchantmen, salvaging only the rum on board each.

By January 26 her powder and shot were exhausted.
Nevertheless, although unarmed, she made a night raid
up the Firth of Clyde in Scotland. Her landing party
captured a whiskey distillery and transferred 40,000
gallons of single malt scotchaboard by dawn. She then
headed home, arriving back in Boston on 20 February

1799, with no cannon shot, no
food, no powder, no rum, no
wine, no whiskey and 38,600
gallons of stagnant water.”

By Captain Bates estimation the
crew drank 530 gallons of
liquor each during the voyage,
or 2.5 gallons a day, not
counting the quantity removed
from the seventeen captured
British ships.
That’s what I call a cruise!!

Hope to see you all at the next
general meeting.
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Nice shot of Ghost at the STA
Race, just after crossing the

finish line.
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Chuck Fields, Commodore
iskagua@comcast.net

Guy Anderson, Vice Commodore
guykanderson@worldnet.att.net

Joan Rogers, Rear Commodore
jrogers17@earthl ink.net

Dave Kyser, Race Captain
davekyser@yahoo.com

Bill & Beverly Pier ce, Cruise Captains
bnb38@comcast.net

Adam Norwood, Secretary
ahnorwood@comcast.net

John Spierre,  Treasurer
jspierre@gmai l .com

Margar et  Dean, Director
kuhndean@comcast.net

Bi l l  Luebker ,  Director
rasasayang@comcast.net

Kar en Weimar,  Director
karen.weimar@bms.com

Ana Costa,  Windscoop Edi tor
and Webmistress

aninhaw79@yahoo.com

2008
BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERSDock Captains

Amity: John & Louise Spierre on Soros Cailin, Soverel 26’
Bulls Bay/Pier 3: Rick Elbracht on Changing Channels, Hunter 35.5
EFYC: Allen Jones on Bernoulli, Pearson 36’
GCSM: Chuck Fields on Incommunicado, Cape Dory 25’
Lamb’s Marina: KC Knapp & Katy Sullivan on m/v Knapp Time, 
Marine Trader 38’

Still need Dock Captains at:Mandarin Holiday, Beach Marine, Holland
Marine and Ortega Yacht Club Marina.

The NFCC Dock Captain Program is being reinstituted to aid in
membership recruitment. Dock Captains are encouraged to promote the
NFCC to fellow active sailors at their local marina. Dock Captains will
get NFCC Dock Captain business cards and membership forms to hand
out, and will receive a special NFCC Burgee (Like the one above) after
recruiting their first new member.  If you have a boat at a marina where
sail-boaters frequent, please consider volunteering as a Dock Captain.
Contact Dave Kyser with name, boat name & type, marina, slip, etc. E-
mail to davekyser@yahoo.com

If you frequent a spot where there’s fellow sail-boaters, but you’re boat
isn’t berthed there, be sure to carry NFCC Membership application/flyers
with you and promote the club!  Don’t forget to write your name in on
the “Sponsor” line.  Flyers are available at the General Membership
Meetings.

Race Committee for the S t. Augustine Race 2008! 



Adam Norwood and I had the opportunity over

Memorial Day Weekend to sail in the Gulfstreamer
Race co-sponsored by Halifax River Yacht club and the
Charleston Yacht Club.  We crewed on Pied a’Mer out
of Charleston in this bi-annual 225 mile ocean race
event.  Jolie Dancercaptained by the illustrious Rich
Klimas with his able-bodied NFCC crew was also
racing.  Rich was trying to repeat as the overall winner
of the event after his great sail in 2006.   The race
presented the 18 boat race with a wide variety of racing
conditions and challenges.  For most of the early part
of May the wind has been strong out of the south- a
nice omen for boats heading north to Charleston.  At
the first part of the race we had light winds and had to
struggle to make the turn heading for the Gulfstream
itself.  Friday night’s lightening storms on the eastern
horizon gave all sailors an opportunity to reflect on the
threat of bad weather.  By mid-day Saturday we were
well into the beautiful cobalt blue waters of the
Gulfstream, the wind had started to clock around to the
northeast (about six hours ahead of prediction), and that
is not good news for sailing in the Gulfstream.
Saturday night was interesting sailing- no moon light
until well past midnight, 25 to 32 mph winds out of the
northeast, roughly 6 to 8 foot seas, and the galley was
not operational.  Adam Norwood did a great job of
plotting our positions hourly and giving us a continual
feed of information for making sure that we were
making the progress toward the Charleston Sea Buoy-
the finish mark.   Watch changes were another
interesting maneuver-controlling the wheel and making
sure that no one got hurt as the yacht pitched and

responded to the waves and winds.  We just
wound up going to weather for better than 24
hours in fairly consistent strong winds and six
foot seas.  On late Sunday evening and early
Monday morning the Captain and the crew

were very delighted to round the finishing mark and
head into Charleston Harbor. It was good to see some
of the crew of Jolie Danceron the dock at Charleston
City Marina on Monday morning.   This had been the
first event in Charleston Ocean Racing Association’s
Offshore Challenge Series.  The results of the event are
posted on SailJax web-site.  By the way, as a fitting end
to the event,  the winds had clocked around to out of
the south by the morning following the race- just in
time to greet the yachts heading back to Jacksonville
and Daytona Beach.

We arrived in Charleston in time to participate in some
of the early events of Spoleto 2008- a great city-wide
cultural event that engulfs Charleston for three weeks
each year.  They have an amazing array of activities
from opera to blues, from comedy to ballet, and art
shows.  It has something for everybody. 
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Vice Commodore’s Log
Guy Anderson

FCOC 2008
We still have some FCOC 2008 skipper’s bags on sale and
some of the great t-shirts from the event.  Please call me if
you would like to buy either of these items and I will bring
them to the monthly meeting.  Donations to Safe Harbor

Boys Home.

The Boys at the Home cooking up a storm for their
FCOC guests!!



Are you ready for a passage?
Cruise Captains Bill &Beverly Pierce
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Yes that’s right this month’s NFCC cruise will be a
passage to Europe.  And we only have to go a few miles
south on the ICWto get to Palm Coast and the European
Village.  Join us by land or sea at the Palm Coast Marina
June 20th – June 22nd.  By sea it’s about 3 hours south of
the St. Augustine City Marina on the ditch.  By land take
exit 289 off I-95 and follow the signs to the European
Village.  The marina is just past the village.

B&B plans to take a couple needed days off and will be
leaving Wednesday evening to anchor at Pine Island.
Anyone interested in joining us feel free.  We’ll be
anchoring out Wednesday evening and then spending
Thursday at the City Marina in St. Augustine.  On
Friday we will continue on to our cruise destination,
Palm Coast Marina.  We have been in contact with the
staff at the marina and they say there are plenty of slips
available. If you want to make reservations, call Palm
Coast Marina at 386-446-6370.  The Marina’s address is
101 Palm Harbor Parkway, Palm Coast, FL, 32137.

Our plans for the weekend are to explore the European
Village.  Given the many choices of restaurants we will
not be cooking on B&B or at the marina.  You can find
breakfast, lunch, or dinner, in many different cuisines at
the village. If you want to get a glimpse of the European
Village to go http://www.evresort.com/.  For those
coming by land we have asked about the possibility of a
group rate as their accommodations while very nice, are
rather pricey.  Should the resort extend us a group offer
we will pass that information along via e-mail and at the
general meeting just before the cruise.  Alternative
hotels are located just east of I-95 at exit 289.

If you haven’t been to the European Village it’s a well
kept secret and you should make it a point to explore
their shops and restaurants.  We’ll be having food and
beverages and listening to entertainment and did I say
beverages?  There is a triangle shaped big screen and
stage in the center which usually hosts live
entertainment.  We have been told that due to a recent
change in ownership they don’t have anyone booked.
However, there is usually a restaurant or two with their
own live entertainment or there is a piano bar.

Next after a couple of weeks recuperating we head north
to Cumberland Island for the 4th of July.  Again B&B
feels the need to work in an extra day of R&R and will
be leaving on the 3rd for either Fernandina or St. Marys.
We have no specific plans for Thursday and can
certainly be persuaded by a bottle of Rum or the like.
Don’t be shy if you would like to head up with us just
call or e-mail your cruise captains.

On Friday the 4th we’ll settle in on the hook off
Cumberland to enjoy refreshments on B&B (all are
welcome & BYOB) and fireworks.  While we haven’t
seen the fireworks from this vantage point I expect that
we should be able to see St. Marys’s and Fernandina’s.
A few summers ago we were at the City Marina in
Fernandina and actually were able to see fireworks
shows from Fernandina, St. Marys, and Amelia Island.

Saturday we’ll explore the island and it’s beaches and
plan to gather at the picnic tables in the afternoon. Due
to weather and participants the time is TBA.  Remember
you can drive to St. Mary’s and take the ferry to the
island for the day if you don’t have time to come by
boat.  If you plan on doing that please let your Cruise
Captains know so that plans will include you.

If you don’t have a dingy don’t worry.  I’m sure there
will be several and it should be no problem getting to
shore or Happy Hour on another boat.  Just give us a
call on VHF16, 71, or cell.  Or better yet if you have
DSC on your VHF e-mail or call for B&B’s
MMSI number.

 

Capt. David P. Kyser 
Marine Surveyor
NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES

��� �  USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed
��� �  Surveys Comply with USCG, ABYC, and NFPA standards
��� �  Pre-purchase Condition & Valuation Surveys
��� �  Appraisals, Damage Inspection
��� �  Maritime Consulting & Expert Witness
��� �  No Travel Charges in FL

www.niagarayachtservices.com
7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 - Fax (866) 893-6648
davekyser@yahoo.com



5th Annual Auction for
Hands on Helm

Now is the time to clean out your dock boxes, storage
units, garages for all those sailing items that you no
longer use on your boat!  We are looking for sailing gear
and any other boating items for our annual auction
coming up September 18th.  All proceeds will benefit
Hands on the Helm for Hubbard House.  It’s better than
shopping online and more fun than mowing the yard!
You won’t want to miss this event.

Before we empty your pockets- cash or checks only, we
will have a special meal for an insanely low price of $5
which entitles to one of those masterpiece dinners with
all the fixings.  Last supper (not really- just the last
supper for the evening), attitude drinking and going over
some club business.  And, then when you had your fill
and a little tipsy, we will go onto the auction.
Bring cash or checks- we don’t take credit cards or debit
cards.  This is an opportunity to get some great gear at
low auction prices. We will be accepting donations of
sailing related items all the way till the night of the
auction.  Oh, and don’t forget the checkbook. Cash is
always good, but no funny money, please.

We will also have an area where you can bring items for
“Stock the Ship”, skipper’s bags or raffle items for the
event. 

Hands on the Helm forHands on the Helm for
Hubbard HouseHubbard House

All hands on deck! All hands on deck! The Hands on the
Helm is fast approaching and we need your help.
Volunteers are needed to go out and canvas your
neighborhood- bars, restaurants, retail, hotels; you name
it, for any and all donated items.  What is a party- with
libations, food, and music- without prizes at the pre-race
party? 

This will be our 12th annual Hands on the Helm for

Hubbard House and our 37th Annual NFCC
Women’s Regatta.  Be sure and keep the weekend of
October 3rd and 4th open for this event.  It is through your
efforts and support that allows NFCC to contribute to
this worthy cause. Letters and tax receipt will be
available. Please contact Joan at 220-5839.  Anyone else
who would like to donate their time on one our
committees, please call.  As they say, “It takes a
village…”

Rear Commodore’s Cruise &
40th Anniversary NFCC Roast &

Landlubbers Party
When is a cruise a cruise? And a roast and roast? And a
combination of the two? Only at the upcoming Rear
Commodore’s Cruise and 40th Anniversary Roast.  Plans
are underway now for a special event to celebrate our
40th Anniversary the weekend of September 13th.  Food,
cash bar, music, place to dock your boat and a chance to
“Roast the NFCC” are all part of this special event.
Come to the upcoming General meeting to hear more
about this great event. 

Looking F orw ar d ... 
Rear Commodore Joan Rogers
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St Augustine Race Result s:
Detailed results at www.nfccsail.com

Spinnaker Class
1st – GHOST, Tom Davis

2nd – SOROS CAILIN, John Spierre
3rd – ROCK STAR, Tim Tucker

Non-Spin Class
1st – Changing Channels, Rick Elbracht

Cruiser Class
1st – CAPER, Peter Korous

2nd – Francisco Sea Warrior, Dale Carter
3rd – AMY LYNN, Walter Thompson

Congratulations to all!



The Leeward Mark
By your Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser

The PThe Pererfect Wfect Weekendeekend
The NFCC St. Augustine Race & Cruise May 24th was a
fantastic racing weekend.  The weather was far superior
to what many people thought it would be, and
specifically, the weather on Saturday for the race was
perfect.  If you’re sailing South from Mayport, you would
want the winds to be out of the North, and even better,
with a Westerly component so the seas remain flat.  We
had Northwest winds at 12 to 15 knots!  Some of the
boats saw it go around to Northeast later, but seas
remained flat; what a great sailing day!

Festivities began Friday night with a sizeable gathering
at Sister’s Creek Marina.  Many thanks to Vice
Commodore Guy Anderson for arranging our dockage
permit.  Ana and I were onboard the Race Committee
boat, M/V KNAPPTIME, Katy and KC Knapp’s Marine
Trader 38’ Trawler.  My sincere thanks to Katy and KC
for the use of their very nice boat as the RC boat.

Saturday as we motored out the jetties, we noticed the
tide had turned earlier than predicted and the current
was ebbing hard already, so most of us were very early
for the race!  We set up in accordance with the Sailing
Instruction, and were pleased to see the breeze was
Northwest at 8 to 10 knots, and by start time it was a
solid 12-15 knots!  The Cruisers and Non-spin boats
took off and the Spin boats threw their chutes at the
start and took off south.  Rock Star, Tim Tucker’s sailing
sled, was going so fast that we could not catch them on
the RC boat, and we averaged almost 7 knots straight
down-course all day.  We captured some great pictures
of boats reaching down-course and spinnaker boats
trimmed-up and looking good!  An interesting
development occurred around one PM, we watched
SOROS CAILIN go toward the beach, seeming to get in
some extra air.  GHOST saw this development and
went in to cover.  Right about this time, the wind went
around to the Northeast and caused a lighter crease
right up the middle of the course, which unfortunately,
WHISPER got caught in.  ROCK STAR, way offshore
from us, seemed unaffected.  We watched ROCK STAR
finish on our RADAR a little while later. We anchored at
“STA” right behind ROCK STAR’s finish, and the rest of
the fleet finished pretty close behind. It was a fast race
to St. Augustine!

After settling into our slips at St. Augustine
Municipal Marina, many folks went ashore for dinner
and drinks.  The plan to do trophies at Tradewinds didn’t
work out, sorry. They didn’t want our “large group” in
there. Oh well, it had worked before in the past.  I will
plan accordingly in the future.  We did an impromptu
presentation on the docks by the boats and then partied
some more. Sunday turned out to be an incredibly
beautiful day, with nice temperature and nice breezes.
Many folks lounged around on their boats, played putt-
putt, and went into town to peruse St. George’s Street.
It was a beautiful day.  Monday was as beautiful, and
we all enjoyed a very pleasant trip home, enjoying the
sights along the ICW.  There are many and varied
nuances of that section of the “ditch” such as open
wilderness not far from populated areas, and shanties
with multi-million dollar homes right next door.  Overall it
was a fabulous weekend, and I appreciate all the folks
that came out and joined us.

Up NeUp Nextxt
First let me mention that the ladies need help,
volunteers, and donations for the “Hands-on-the-Helm
for Hubbard House” (Women’s Regatta) coming up
October 5th.  That may seem a long way off, but there’s
a lot of organization and fund-raising that goes with that,
so please look for opportunities to help out on this very
worth-while charity regatta.

Our next race isn’t until August 30th, the Herb Elphick
Memorial offshore race from Mayport to Fernandina.
(Long weekend)  This is also a terrific weekend, as we
stay in Fernandina Saturday night after the race, then
cruise up to Cumberland Island Sunday morning.
Cumberland is a beautiful spot with wild horses roaming
around, deer, and lots of birds for the wildlife
enthusiasts.  I personally have also seen Alligators and
wild hogs up near Brickhill Bluff.   There is a dinghy
dock for us to come ashore at, the Sea Camp dock.
There are showers ashore at Cumberland, and a short
walk-through to the beach.  On the Southern end of the
Island are the ruins of the Dungeness Mansion, and
standing in front of it and comparing it to the pictures of
how it existed in the 1920’s is a real experience.  More
on this race/cruise in coming articles, but plan now for
your weekend getaway!

Race Captain Dave Kyser
davekyser@yahoo.com
(904) 631-2926 C

North Florida Cruising Club 1968 2008 nfccsail.com
pa ge 7



North Florida Cruising Club 1968 2008 nfccsail.com
pa ge 8

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL 32241-4268

OOOOPS!!!!
This great shot of Rasa Sayang  was taken by our

Commodore, Chuck Fields at the Mug Race. 
It was on the last edition of the Windscoop.

Sorry for the wrong caption ... 

Upcoming Events
19 June = General Meeting at the Florida

Gun&Tackle

21 June = Cruise to Palm Coast

4 July = Firecracker Cruise to Cumberland Island

17 July = General Meeting at the Florida Gun &

Tackle

16 August = Full Moon Raft-up at Hallowes Cove.

30 August = NFCC Herb Elphick Memorial,

Offshore Mayport to Fernandina. (Race & Cruise)

3 September= Rear Commodore’s Cruise

5 October= NFCC HOH for Hubbard House,

Women’s Regatta, St. Johns River.


