
Considering the bad weather we had
during the February meeting we had a
pretty good turn out for the Sunsail
presentation for the NFCC BVI trip in
November. Jennifer Caruthers and
Josie Tucci gave a great sales pitch
for the little adventure our club is
planning.

To try and get things organized,
Cruise Captain Bill Pierce and I will
get together and pick out an itinerary
for that week.But this doesn’t mean
you can’t come along and do your
own thing and get the 20% discount.
If you want to circumnavigate Tortola
naked, all I can say is “go for it”! All
I ask is that you submit no photos of
that in the photo contest.

Speaking of the photo contest,
remember to bring your camera to the
races and cruises this year. Take tons
of pictures, pick a few out at the end
of the year and enter them into our
yearly photo contest. Categories are
race, cruise, people and best picture
for the cover of the roster. Remember
that they should be submitted in a
4”x6” format. Mary Anne Dennis has
done an outstanding job of organizing
this contest, so please help her out
and participate.

Mary Anne has also done the club a
big favor by organizing a club event
to help the Safe Harbor Boys Home

to get the proper sails on each boat
that were taken off in preparation for
a hurricane. The sails were pulled off
without marking them and it was a
real chore to figure out which sails
went where. It was a great success
and the club owes Mary Anne and
everyone involved a big thank you.

The Sweetheart Cruise last month
was a great success. “Hats-off” to Bill
and Beverly Pierce for a great event. I
had to work that day but arrived at
6:30 to find Metro Park rockin’with
NFCC members having a good time.
The city did not open the gates so we
could not use the grills but lucky for
us the Jacksonville Fire Department
let us use their grill. We had to take
turns cooking but made the best of it
and had a great evening. Of course at
the end of the evening, when we
returned the grill, we brought the JFD
some deserts that Beverly prepared. I
am sure anytime we return; the JFD
will be more than happy to lend us
that grill again.

Leading up to the sweetheart cruise
was the Spring River race which had
a good turn out. It started out slow
but had a great finish. Captain Dave
did an excellent job of not only
putting on the race, but took a lot of
pictures of boats passing by him and
put on an excellent slide show at the
general meeting. Another thing our

General Meeting:General Meeting:
MarMarch 20ch 20thth at theat the
Florida Gun &Florida Gun &

TTackle Clubackle Club

What is all of this fuss
about the St Johns

water and the future of
the water?

What is going on with
this idea of Central
Florida taking more

water from the St
Johns?

What is happening to
the quality of the St

Johns Water?
Your Riverkeeper will

be speaking at the
NFCC Monthly

Meeting.
Come and discuss the

situation with Neil and
get more information

about Your River

March - 2008

BVI Charter A Go!!!
by Commodore Chuck Fields

The menu for the
evening will be

seafood lasagna!!! 



Hope that you enjoyed the February
Program provided by SunSail and
are working on joining in on the
November Cruise in the BVI.  The
Commodore has put a fantastic plan
in place for NFCC sailors to visit a
different venue and have a great
adventure.  Hope that you noticed
an addition to the presentation- The
Big Screen.  NFCC now has a large
screen for assisting with video
presentation- we will be able to
make it easier for you to see the
information being presented, and
that leads us to the March Program.

Neil Armingeon, The St Johns
RiverKeeper, will be visiting NFCC
to talk about the state of the St
Johns and the proposed plan to take
significant amounts of water out of
the St Johns in order to feed the
population explosion in Central
Florida.  The St Johns Water
Management Council is proposing
to change your river.  This is
important enough for the Times
Union to write about it.   I urge you
to come and hear about the
situation from someone that is very
close to the situation and is
advocating a position to protect
your river.  Neil will have a video
presentation on the Big Screen and
then discuss the situation with you.

Dr. John Hall will be
joining the program.
Bring your friends,
sailors and non-
sailors, to hear The
RiverKeeper.

Where are the Seychelles?  In April
come and find out about this
unique area and hear from a NFCC
member, Manuel Lluberas, who has
had a fabulous adventure sailing in
the Seychelles.  Manuel will
transport you on his magic carpet
to a fascinating locale and an
interesting experience.  Manual
makes the trip to Africa several
times a year and he can give you
first hand knowledge of the current
situation and the expectations for
the future.   

The First Coast Offshore Challenge
(FCOC 2008) has over 100 miles of
ocean sailing, AND it has great
parties to enhance and enliven the
event.  You are invited and
encouraged to attend any of the
parties, eat great meals, and listen
to live entertainment.  This year at
St Marys (Friday April 11) we will
have the well received Low
Country Boil and Music by Cason
and Johnnie Flood. The awards
party is at Orange Hall in
downtown St Marys.   On Saturday
(April 12th) evening there will be
the final Awards Party at Safe
Harbor Boys Home, BBQ dinner,
and another music event lead by
Jack Hammer Trio.   The
entertainment has been chosen from
and arranged by Dave Montgomery
from his extensive network of local
musicians.  Come and enjoy a
fun-filled time.  

race captain has going on is
combining the Blue Max with an
Adopt-A Racer event. I think this
is a great idea and if anyone
knows any past members, please
invite them to attend.

Speaking of membership, if you
did come to last months meeting
you had to notice Margaret Dean
stuffing envelopes for renewals.
Hopefully you have received
them by now and I ask that you
renew as soon as possible. We
plan to submit the roster to the
printer the first week of April.

We are planning to go to the BVI
as a 40th anniversary but we need
to have a local event as well. A
throw-down, raft up, cook-out
big-time-party would be nice.
Bigger the better. A club only
turns 40 once.

I am looking forward to seeing
you all on the 20th of this month.
In the mean time...race, cruise and
have fun.

North Florida Cruising Club 1968 2008 nfccsail.com
pa ge 2

V i c e  V e r s u sV i c e  V e r s u s
Vice Commodore, Guy Anderson



Our first official cruise of the year,
the Valentines Cruise, journeyed to
Metro Park Marina after the Spring
River Race Saturday February 15th.
Nine boats participated by water and
some members came by land.  Our
U-burn-it went well with the help of
JFRD to whom we gave many of our
leftovers and our thanks!  Some
interesting things appeared in the
valentine’s gift bags.  I’m not sure I
could include details without being
edited so we’ll leave that to your
imagination.

March brings our NFCC Adopt-a-
Racer/Cruiser event (And Blue Max
Race) which is being hosted by
Ortega Landing.  Since this is a
Race/Rear Commodore function you
will find most of the details in their
articles.  B&B will be at Ortega
Landing on Saturday March 29th.  We
encourage all cruisers to join in the
festivities.  It’s not every day we
cruisers can talk a rock star into
sailing one of our floating condos.
As many of us may not be able to
arrive Friday night; Ortega Landing
has told us that it matters not which

night we stay free, Friday or
Saturday.  If you are not planning on
racing to Green Cove join B&B
Saturday at Ortega Landing.  The
Jacksonville Marina Miles
businesses are having an open house
Saturday.

It’s getting busy now.  I just hope we
have half the wind we’ve had lately
for the next big event, the FCOC.
B&B will be moving to Safe Harbor
on Saturday April 5th.  We will be
hosting an informal “open boat”
Saturday afternoon and Sunday
morning.  Beware that we will need
to raft off and no power will be
available.  The Safe Harbor docks
are more occupied than usual as
there are more boys in the program.

In May we return to the St.
Augustine City Marina after the
NFCC St. Augustine Race on May
24th.  We have 15 slips held and those
interested can call (821-9443) or e-
mail (bnb38@comcast.net) you cruise
captains for reservations.  Don’t wait
too long as these are first
come first served.  

Sweet Cruise!
Bill & Beverly Pierce, Cruise Captains
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First Race a Success!
Our first race went very well; thanks to all those that
participated. We had nineteen boats come out for the
Spring River Race. Winds were light at times, but
everybody finished the race. Many yachts joined the
race at the last minute making the Race Committee work
a real juggling act, but we got it done.  My sincerest
thanks to George & Karen Alston aboard their boat
Sunseekerfor helping me and providing the Race
Committee Boat. Awards will be at this month’s
meeting.  Please see the results following this article.

Big Party Weekend!
Our next function is the NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser
seminar AND the Blue Max Race on Saturday, March

29th, 2008.  Both events begin at Ortega Landing,
formerly known as Ortega River Boatyard. (ORBY)
The same weekend, there is a promotion going on called

the “Jacksonville Marina Mile Open House”
www.jacksonvillemarinamile.com/
The Jacksonville Marina Mileis a group of marine-

related businesses in Ortega that are having an open-
house with booths, food, door prizes, and special tours
and promotional discounts will be offered by the
members of the Jacksonville Marina Mile.  They want to
give the boating public an opportunity to learn more
about the boating support services that are offered along
the St. Johns and Ortega River in Jacksonville.  Yachts
are encouraged to come in Friday night; socialize and
have fun, and look for other boaters interested in the
NFCC!

The Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser (ARC) is open to all
cruising and racing yachts of folks that want to learn
how to race.  This is a FREEseminar, not just for
NFCC members, but for all sailors.  This unique event
is an opportunity for sailors and cruisers to learn how
to race in a non-threatening scenario.  Cruisers get a
racer with them for the day to teach them how to race
on their own boat.  There will be a short shore-side
seminar (about 45 min.) about racing rules and starting
tactics, and then we’ll go on the water and do a few
practice starts and then a short race.  This is not a
“learn-to-sail” program; participants should already
know how to sail.  It is open to any sailboat
(Keelboats, no dinghies or day-sailors, please.) from
any club, so help get the word out!  Tell your friends,
get those sailors you see sitting around the marina on
Saturdays, and help us get participation to this great

event.  This function can also be a very useful
membership tool, so be sure to talk it up with your
fellow sailors and have some membership applications
in your back pocket.  There will be a Seminar
Announcement & Registration for cruisers and adopted
racers at the March NFCC general meeting, or
participants can register online at www.nfccsail.comby
clicking on “Racing 2008” and then click “Registration”
next to “NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser event.”   So
cruisers wanting to learn and racers willing to volunteer,
be sure to sign up!  If you don’t have a boat, come out
any way, we’ll try and find you a crew position.  

The ARC seminar will begin at 10:00 am. Cruisers
learning to race can then join the Blue Max Race if they
want to; Skipper’s meeting for the Blue Max Race is at
11:00 am.  Then all boats head out to the river!  A few

The Weather Mark
By your Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser
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Race commitee boat. Picture by Peter & Alena Kourous



practice starts will be held for the ARC only, racers
remain clear!  Adopted racers that are on cruiser’s yachts
can then transfer back to their own racing yachts and
move to the starting location of the Blue Max Race. 

The Blue Max was traditionally a long-distance feeder-
race the weekend before the Mug Race, to get boats
headed south.  I’d like to return the Blue Max to its
roots!  I hope next year’s Race Captain shares my
enthusiasm and support for this race and returns it to the
weekend before the Mug Race.  There is a perpetual
trophy for this race created by and graciously sponsored
by Tom Holland.  This year, I plan on starting the Blue
Max in the vicinityof St. Johns Marker G7, a short run
under power from the Ortega area.  Yachts that don’t
want to go into the Ortega River, and want to just join
the race in the vicinity of G7 are welcome to if they’ve
already registeredand have the SI’s.  If you choose to
do this and miss something put out at the Skipper’s
Meeting, this shall not be grounds for requesting redress
as a materially prejudiced yacht.
Then, after the start, the race will run south, through the
Buckman Bridge, and finish in the vicinityof St. Johns
Marker R18.  The Notice of Race (NOR) and Sailing
Instruction (SI) are up at the website. The SI will give
the actual details of the race.  
The post-race party and festivities will be at Holland
Marine in Green Cove Springs. We’ll have a Keg of
Beer and Dinner for all participants and cruisers that
wish to join the party! Don’t miss the quality chow of
Vernon Dean! 
(Dinner $5/person, free dockage, free beer!) 
That’s two free nights of dockage if go along for the
whole ride!  Stock your boat, cast-off and get underway!

Things to do ahead of time!
Ortega Landing is kind enough to offer complimentary
dockage to anyone who wants to come in Friday night

for our functions, or remain after if not racing. (One
night only)  Dockage will be handled by Ortega Landing
directly; do not call me or just show up! 
For Dockage/Slip reservations please contact Stephanie
McCann, Ortega Landing Senior Dockhand, at 904-387-
5538 or smccann@ortegalanding.com
Tom Holland has been kind enough to extend
participating yachts an offer of courtesy (free!)dockage
that Saturday night. Please contact Tom or his office
manager Susan ahead of time for Dockage arrangements
and instructions at: (904) 284-3349 or
hollandmarine@bellsouth.net.   

Don’t forget the April events; the Cruise to Safe Harbor
and the First Coast Offshore Challenge.  Check out the
Cruise article and the link to the FCOC listed below.
Coming in May; the offshore Mayport to St. Augustine
Race and Cruise!  Reserve your slip now; see the Cruise
Captain’s article for info on that.
See you on the water! 

Race Captain Dave Kyser
davekyser@yahoo.com
(904) 631-2926 C
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Capt. David P. Kyser  
Marine Surveyor  

NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES  
   USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed 
   Surveys Comply with USCG, ABYC, and NFPA standards 
   Pre-purchase Condition & Valuation Surveys 
   Appraisals, Damage Inspection, Infrared Thermography 
   Maritime Consulting & Expert Witness 
   No Travel Charges in FL 

www.niagarayachtservices.com 
7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244 

(904) 631-2926 - Fax (866) 893-6648 
davekyser@yahoo.com 

 

Upcoming Events:
29 March-- NFCC Adopt-a-Racer/Cruiser event.
Rear-Commodore’s event, but conducted in conjunction
with Race.

29 March-- Blue Max Race, St. Johns River,
Distance Race! From vicinity of Marker G5 to vicinity
of Marker R18; Skipper’s Meeting at Ortega Landing
and Post-race part and festivities at Holland Marine,
Green Cove Springs.

5 April -- Cruise to Safe Harbor(stage your boat 
for the FCOC)

9-12 April -- First Coast Offshore Challenge
(FCOC), Offshore, please   See www.fcoc2008.com
for more info on that race. Remember, the NFCC
Tommy Hall Memorial Trophy is awarded during this
regatta. 

24 May- - NFCC St. Augustine Race,Offshore
Mayport to St. Augustine. (Race & Cruise)



Results of NFCC
Spring River Race, Feb 16 th , 2008 .

(Detailed results on Race page at www.nfccsail.com)

Cruiser Class
1st – SEASTAR, Jim Callahan, Freedom 35
2nd – BERNOULLI, Allen Jones, Pearson 36
3rd – AFTERGLOW, Walter Bunso, S-2 9.2
Non-spinnaker Class
1st – GOBLIN, Glen Warner, Catalina 22
Spinnaker A Class
1st – WHISPER, Tom Bell, C&C 38 (First in Fleet)
2nd – CHEETAH, Bubba Futch/J Winslow, J-29
3rd – RUCKUS, Joe Markusic, C&C SR25
Spinnaker B Class
1st – QUICKSAND, Greg Griffin, J-24
2nd – USA2504, Tim Monahan, J-24
3rd – DEFIANT, Bill Derr, J-24
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From the Rear
Joan Rogers, Rear Commodore

Spring is already upon us and everyone
should be taking their sailboat out for a nice
sail on the river, or ocean. Speaking of the
river, be sure and join us at the General
Meeting, as our RiverKeeper, Neil
Armingeon, will be talking to us about
Central Florida wanting to taking water out
of the St. Johns River.  This issue is a topic
that affects each and everyone one of us here
in the North Florida area. 

Our Adopt-A-Racer/Cruiser Seminar will be
held on Saturday, March 29th at the Ortega
Landing, formerly (ORBY’S) with the Blue
Max Race following immediately after the
seminar.  If you are an experience racer,
come be a part of this event and help a new
racer/cruiser learn the ropes before
participating in an actual race. And, if you
are a newbie to racing, this is the perfect
opportunity to learn the racing rules and
starting tactics and even practice a few starts. 

Then join in and participate in the Blue Max
Race to Green Cove Springs.  This race is a
part of the Spring Racing Series - race #4.
We will finish the race at Holland Marine,
with our one and only Vernon Dean
providing us with dinner.  Stay the night in
Green Cove Springs or if you have the
energy, head back to Ortega Landing for
festivities there and stay the night. Your
choice.

In April, the First Coast Offshore Challenge
will be taking place during the first part of
the month- April 9th – April 12th. There is still
time to register. Don’t be left out of this
challenge, especially the overnight race from
St. Augustine to St. Mary’s. We will have
parties galore, too. 

So much going on in the NFCC,
there IS something for everyone!

1st Place Cruiser Sea Star

1st in Fleet Whisper



2008 NFC C Member ship Rene wal Fo rm

Please list below any changes in your information. If there are none, leave this part blank. Then return this form to
any member of the NFCC Board or mail it, and your check, to the NFCC address listed below. The renewal fee is
$50.

Name _______________________________ e-mail address __________________________________

Mate _______________________________ e-mail address ___________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone ______________________________________

Work Phone ______________________________________

Cell Phone ________________________________________

Boat make & length ________________________________

Boat name ________________________________________

Docked at ________________________________________

Which activities would you like help with?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

North Florida Cruising Club
P.O. Box 24268
Jacksonville, FL32241-4268
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