
The program for
the General

Meeting will be
the Annual

Auction for
Hands on the

Helm event and
proceeds

supporting
Hubbard House.
Get your items
for auction to
Joan and bring
your shopping

list to the
meeting. Get

some great
deals and help
Hubbard House.

Notice to Members:
Please be thinking of who
might be on next year's

board.  This month we will
select the Nominating

Committee that will put
forth the "Slate", or the
nominees, for next year's

board. This is a simple action
just to select the committee

that will do the work.

September - 2008

We are certainly having a very active hurricane season this year.  After just
getting over Fay there are three more storms heading our way.  As I write this
Gustav is gone and it appears that Hannah will slide along our coast and give us
a little rain and wind and hopefully nothing else. Ike has just been upgraded to a
class two hurricane and will gain strength before landfall and at this time does
not have a definite track. Josephine is just starting to organize and could go
anywhere. We can only hope they pass us by.

I am sure most of us are worrying about our boats. There are precautions we can
take but we can only do so much. I still have my sails stripped from
Incommunicadobecause of Fay. I had also set out some extra dock lines and
fenders. Green Cove Springs Marina usually laces all the floating finger docks
together and ties them off to the old Navy docks. My slip is in the corner
between piers 11 and 12 so my boat is well protected. But that doesn’t mean that
I don’t worry about it.

On the lighter side of things Karen and I took her boat Zaidato Fernandina for
Labor Day weekend. We did not race offshore, just a nice cruise up the Intra-
coastal was good enough for us. We did meet up with some of our fellow club
members at the marina in Fernandina.  Seems like there was a nice turn out for
the race and I was pleased to see a couple of multi hulls join in on the action.

The weather was beautiful overall. We had some cloud cover but not much rain
so the temperature was cooler than normal. It was a great September weekend.

Before dinner we met club members still at the marina aboard B&B for some
snacks and libations. Of course Bill and Beverly Pierce were the most excellent
hosts. 

Club members George Alston and Karen Przysucha also joined the festivities by
land barge. They brought a DVD of their adventure in the Abacos to share with
the group. George did a great job putting it all together. It has a sound track and
everything. I was hoping he could share it with the club one night at a general
meeting next year.

As the sun was setting we set out for dinner. Since the birthday of Past
Commodore Bob McClemens was near we chose to dine at O’Kanes Irish Pub in
his honor. The food was excellent.

The next morning we kind of split up... Bill, Bev and Bob headed into
Fernandina for a brunch and some shopping, Karen and I had breakfast on the
boat and headed for Cumberland Island for a day sail. 

Underway on Labor Day
By Commodore Chuck Fields



After arriving at Cumberland we took the dingy ashore
and walked through the museum, saw some horses and
because the mosquitoes were so bad we left after a short
stay.

As usual for sailors the wind was on our nose going to
Cumberland so it was no surprise that on the way back it
was the same. We did get a break as we turned southeast
to the marina and had a nice sail back.

On Monday it was time to return to Jacksonville and
reality. We didn’t leave Fernandina until 11:30 but made
great time to Jacksonville, most of the time under full
sail. After coming through Sisters Creek Bridge we did
10 knots motor sailing across the St. Johns River. For
that little Hunter, that’s pretty good.

The only bad thing to occur in our weekend away was
on the return trip. The tide was outgoing and being the
time of the full moon, the tide was flooding out hard.
As we were moving south approaching the Atlantic
Blvd. bridge three large (36’-38’) power boats came up
behind us. These were new boats being delivered that
had no markings and still had shrink wrap over the
sterns and bow and hand rails. The first two passed us to
port before the green buoy north of the bridge. They did
not slow down and had the channel pretty well churned
up. As Zaidapassed the green buoy the last boat
changed course and passed us on the starboard side just
as we were about 40 feet from entering the channel
under the bridge. As this boat entered the channel just
ahead of us he was too far to the right hand side of the
bridge about four feet from the fenders on that side. At
this time he chose to push his throttle to the stops and
went all ahead flank. The result was chaos. As this boat
leaped up on a plane in the channel it generated a series
of six foot waves. With the tide going out as it was these
waves actually broke like surf in the ocean. We dropped
into the first trough of one of these waves just before we
were about to enter the channel. At this point I figured
the best thing to do was get the hell out of there and put
the tiller hard to port. We came about sharply and lay
completely on our side in the maelstrom created by these
three idiots. As we righted we shot away from the
channel with the outgoing tide and waited for the
channel to calm down.  Other than everything in the
cabin thrown about and some frayed nerves, we were
OK. It took about five minutes for the channel to calm
down so we could pass through safely.

The bad thing about all of this was that since these
boats were being delivered, you would assume they had
licensed captains aboard. The total disregard for
everything around these three captains goes way beyond
the usual contempt most power boaters have for smaller
vessels. The good thing is that there was no damage and
nobody was hurt.

This month we have the club’s 40th anniversary party and
I hope to see everyone there. It will be at Billy’s
Boathouse at Beach Marine. More information will be
on the web site and since we are tying this in with the
Rear Commodores cruise this year you can also contact
Joan Rogers. So come on down and lets celebrate
40 years of good times for our club.
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Upcoming Events

13 September = Rear Commodore’s Cruise

18 September = NFCC General Meeting

4 October = NFCC HOH for Hubbard House,

Women’s Regatta, St. Johns River.

16 October = NFCC General Meeting

25 October = NAS Jax Air Show!

22 November = Fall River Race, St. Johns River



Here we go into the Fall Sailing Season and plenty of
activities. The primary activity is watching the web-site
for the National Hurricane Center and finding out which
storms are headed our way. Here is hoping that all
boats survived Fay and that the rest of the storms do not
make Mayport a port of call.

Concerning Fay- I had the opportunity to start watching
that storm about ten or twelve days ahead of the
Jacksonville storm watch.I was visiting Lyn and Lew
Everline on SeaWingsin St Maarten and the Lesser
Antilles. Lew was carefully monitoring that storm as it
started cross the Atlantic headed for Puerto Rico etc. The
storm track allowed us to comfortably sail and motor
sail south. We got some exploration time on St Barts,
visited the beautiful and breathtaking beaches, and did a
little snorkeling. Found a delightful restaurant in
Gustavia and visited one of the Caribbean weather
stations reporting for the French Islands.As a matter of
note to the citizens of Jacksonville- Gustavia also has
their prison overlooking the waterfront- beautiful view

for those who are incarcerated.We then set out
to move SeaWingsto Antigua where it was going on the
hard for a few months while Lyn and Lew return to the
states to visit family and friends.SeaWingswas headed
for English Harbor- the historic harbor that was
controlled by Great Britain and that served as the center
of the English Caribbean fleet during the 18th and 19th

centuries. SeaWingsis a great boat to cruise on and Lyn
and Lew are great hosts.We possibly will see them at
the November NFCC meeting.We can have them
regale us with some of their cruising stories and
adventures.

The NFCC Ships Store is open for business 24x7.We
have made arrangements for a full selection of shirts and
hats with NFCC identification to be available.You can
even customize the shirts with your boat identification.
This is being offered thru Coral Reef Sailing Apparel,
the supplier to FCOC the past few years.Go to our
web-site and click on “Ship’s Store” link either on the
Front page or on the Multimedia page. At the Coral Reef
web-site, you also have access to other sailing apparel,
including a full selection of Gill merchandise.Please
take a look at the store, and give us your comments and
suggestions.We will try and meet your needs.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Rear
Commodore’s Cruise. Rear Commodore Joan Rogers
and her team have work hard to help us have a great
time celebrating the 40th Anniversary of NFCC.
Come join the party and fun. Bring your best
Roasting lines for Past Commodores. 

Vice Versus
Vice Commodore Guy Anderson
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Left: Lynda & Lew Everline and Guy Anderson in
St. Bart’s. 
Below: Captain Morgan at English Harbor!



Cruise News
By Cruise Captains Bill & Beverly Pierce

T hose that made the Labor Day race to Fernandina had a very unusual
race.  We had steady 10-15 knot winds and never had to tack.  How often
does that happen?  We had a great time racing and enjoying Fernandina.
Several boats spent the night at the city marina and most left for home
Sunday morning.  Unfortunately Fernandina Harbor Marina has become a
bit difficult for reservations and that dampened our plans as we did not
know if we would be at the dock, on a mooring or anchored out somewhere
nearby.  They had been telling us for weeks they were completely booked,
however, as it turned out there were plenty of slips available.  We did find
out that their moorings are reasonable.  They charge $15 per night and
include the use of their dingy dock and showers.  The fee also includes a
pump out.

As your Cruise Captains submit this month’s article we are away as a result
of the recent storms.  Fay convinced B&B that more water is not what our
dock needed.  With tides already running high we went south to safer fixed
docks.  Or was this just a good reason to cruise?  Either way we have been
enjoying some time at Palm Coast and European Village.

This month’s cruise is the Rear Commodores 40th anniversary cruise at
Billy’ s Boat House Grill located at Beach Marine.  Since it’s the Rear
Commodore’s event I’ll just say that from the details we’ve heard it should
be a great party!  If anyone needs any directions or information regarding
the marina feel free to call your Cruise Captains.

Our final local club cruise of 2008 will be the Air Show off of NAS Jax the
weekend of October 25th.  We’ll meet Saturday morning and raft up for the
show (weather permitting).  Then break up and meet at Plummer’s Cove for
the night.  Look for more details in next months Scoop.

And don’t forget the 40th anniversary cruise to the BVI’s is in November
and there is still time to reserve a boat or join as crew.

See you at Billy’s Boat House.
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Chuck Fields, Commodore
C 631-1462

iskagua@comcast.net

Guy Anderson, Vice Commodore
H 396-6382

guykanderson@worldnet.att.net

Joan Rogers, Rear Commodore
C 631-6152

jrogers17@earthl ink.net

Dave Kyser, Race Captain
C 631-2926

davekyser@yahoo.com

Bill & Beverly Pier ce, Cruise Captains
H 821-9443

bnb38@comcast.net

Adam Norwood, Secretary
C 237-7785

ahnorwood@comcast.net

John Spierre,  Treasurer
H 619-5891

jspierre@gmai l .com

Margar et  Dean, Director
H 398-1165

kuhndean@comcast.net

Bi l l  Luebker ,  Director
H 288-7666

rasasayang@comcast.net

Kar en Weimar,  Director
H 613-0404

karenweimar@comcast.net

Ana Costa,  Windscoop Edi tor
and Webmistress

C 910-2212
aninhaw79@yahoo.com
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Capt. David P. Kyser 
Marine Surveyor
NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES

��� �  USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed
��� �  Surveys Comply with USCG, ABYC, and NFPA standards
��� �  Pre-purchase Condition & Valuation Surveys
��� �  Appraisals, Damage Inspection
��� �  Maritime Consulting & Expert Witness
��� �  No Travel Charges in FL

www.niagarayachtservices.com
7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 - Fax (866) 893-6648
davekyser@yahoo.com



Windward to theWindward to the
FinishFinish
By your Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser

Elphick Race
Let me first begin by saying the weather could not have
been more perfect for the Herb Elphick Memorial Race
to Fernandina on August 30th.  The temperature was
perfect and the breeze began at 10-12 kts from the East
and built throughout the day, even going a little
southeast.  Some sailors reported seeing Southeast at 20
kts near the finish.  Smokin’!
However, the Race Committee had a challenging day.
Tom Bell was kind enough to let us borrow his Wellcraft
21’ powerboat, to use as RC, but unfortunately, we had
some challenges that morning, and were late to the start.
The assembled fleet organized a very orderly self-start,
and off they went! (Good job people!)  We motored up
to Fernandina and out the St. Mary’s channel and were
met with some very steep, large swells in the inlet, and
the vessel just could not do it, we were shipping water
by-the-bow  from the seas, so
we were forced to turn back.
We loitered in the vicinity of
Fort Clinch, and recorded the
finish times as the racers
finished in accordance with the
SI.  As the racers had
completed a speedy trip, it was
early enough that we decided
to take the RC boat back to the
dock in Jax, but we picked up
some debris & muck
somewhere and experienced
some overheating. I stopped at
Amelia Island Yacht Basin,
where they were kind enough
to haul me out and put the boat
on a maintenance/wash-rack
and let me hook up a hose with
fresh-water and try to blow out
the obstructions.  I was unable
to get it to run cooler, and
didn’t want to push it fearing I
could cause permanent damage
to the engine.  Unfortunately,
the RC boat went home the 

next day on Tom’s trailer behind his truck. Sorry Tom.
We regret missing the post-race socializing; we were
really looking forward to that.  We will have the Brag-
flag awards for the winners at the September meeting.
Congratulations to all those that raced, it was a great day
for sailing!

Last Two Races!
“Hands-on-the-Helm for Hubbard House” (Women’s
Regatta) is coming up October 4th.  There will be a
different price for pre-registration and late registration at
the Friday night dinner party, so be sure to check the
Race page for the NOR, SI and Dinner registration.
Also go to Joan’s article and www.handsonthehelm.com
for more information.  
We will also take Registrations at this NFCC meeting.
(Thursday, Sept. 18th)
The Fall River Race is Saturday, November 22nd, 2008.
This is going to be a fun race with our end-of-race-
season party after the race.  
Check out the website for regularly updated details on
coming events.

Finally
Fellow members, be thinking
of who might be on next
year’s board.  This month we
will select the Nominating
Committee that will put forth
the “Slate”, or the nominees,
for next year’s board. They
will inform us of the selections
at our October General
meeting, and we vote at our
November meeting.

Dock Captains and ALL
members; we really need to
see some more recruiting!
Walking the docks at your
Marina on Saturdays with
NFCC Applications in your
pocket can be very effective.
Seek out fellow sailors and tell
them about our wonderful club
and all the fun stuff we do. 

Keep a weather-eye on the
tropics!
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Result s of the Herb Elphick Memorial
Offshore Race to Fernandina :

Cruiser C
1st – Jolie Dancer, Irwin 43 Mk II, Rich Klimas

2nd – B & B, Hunter 38, Bill Pierce

Cruiser D
1st – Caper, Pearson 35k, Peter Korous

2nd – Here Today, Endeavour 32, Ken Nikkola
3rd – Shadowfax, Pearson 27, Guy Anderson

Cruiser Overall
1st – Jolie Dancer, Irwin 43 Mk II, Rich Klimas

2nd – B & B, Hunter 38, Bill Pierce
3rd – Caper, Pearson 35k, Peter Korous

Multi-hull
1st – Wet Monkey, Corsair F-24 Mk I, Robert

Porter
2nd – Lady J, Manta 40, John Botterbusch

Spinnaker
1st – Skimmer, J-30, Graeme Nichol

2nd – Ghost, Cal 9.2, Tom Davis
3rd – Whisper, C&C 38, Tom Bell

Congratulations and thanks to all that
participated!



Hands on the Helm Auction

Don’t forget to clean out your boat, dock
box, closet, garage and anywhere else that
you store items that you no longer use on your boat.  We need them!
At the auction, that is. Your old stuff maybe just what someone else is
looking for but can’t find.  Bring them to the upcoming General
Meeting on Thursday, September 18th for the 5th Annual Hands on the
Helm Auction.  Contact a Board Member if you need help getting
your items to the meeting.  Remember all proceeds will benefit
Hubbard House.

Stock the Ship for Hubbard House
Bring your items to the upcoming General Meeting on Thursday,
September 18th or at the Pre-Race Celebration Party on Friday,
October 3rd and help Stock the Ship.

Help stock the kitchen cabinets:pots, pans, dishware, silverware,
mixing bowls, mixing spoons, measuring cups, can openers, spatulas,
tongs, oven mitts

Help stock the linen closet:blankets, pillows, sheets, towels,
washcloths 

Help keep it clean: bleach, toilet paper, paper towels, dish soap,
laundry soap

Give a smile to a child entering shelter:  Crayons, activity books,
small stuffed animal(new), travel size puzzles 

Help lift a victims’ spirit :  puzzle books, stationary, stamps, nice
writing pens, journals, address books

Help stock our food pantry: canned pastas, soups, juice boxes,
hamburger helper, individual snack size crackers, cereals, macaroni
and cheese, tuna fish, salt, pepper and other spices

Help take care of personal needsbody wash, loofah, soap,
conditioner, shampoo, deodorant, perfume, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
combs, feminine hygiene

“Shower” our babies: diapers (all sizes), blankets, baby wipes,
pacifiers, bottles, bottle cleaners

Help our families with general needs:  gift cards to Winn-
Dixie, Wal-Mart, Publix and any gas station.  Denominations
can vary.  

Help is a phone call away:Old cell phones are a lifesaving
resource for victims of domestic violence.  Collect old cell
phones and donate them to Hubbard House so they can be
recycled and distributed to clients at Hubbard House.  The cell
phones are programmed with the Hubbard House hotline and 911. 

Rear Commodore’s
Cruise & NFCC 40 th

Anniversary
Celebration

As we wind down the dog days of
summer, it’s easy to start thinking about

the cooler autumn temperatures of
September and October.  There is

football season, kids back in school,
pumpkins…but who are we kidding?

On Saturday, September 13th with
temperatures expecting to hover around

90, we will be celebrating our 40th

Anniversary for the North Florida
Cruising Club.

Come by land or sea to Billy’s
Boathouse Grill located on the

Intracostal Waterway on Beach Blvd.
Party starts at 4:00PM.  For $20.00 per

person, a buffet with heavy hors d’
oeuvres, live entertainment and

Champagne to toast your favorite past or
present Commodore will be provided.
There will also be a cash bar.  It’s not

too late to join in the festivities.  Simply
email Joan at jrogers17@earthlink.netby

Friday, September 12th. Let her know
how many will be attending along with

the names. We expect to have a full
house.  Don’t be left out.  The 40th

Anniversary Celebration only comes
around ONCE! 

If you are interested in arriving by boat,
contact Rose or Lisa Taylor at Beach

Marine at 249-8200.
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By Rear Commodore
Joann Rogers



37th Annual Hands on the Helm
for Hubbard House Regatta

Join Chef Vernon Dean (Jolly Mon Catering) with
Desserts by Beverly Pierce for dinner at the upcoming
Hands on the Helm Pre-Race Celebration Party on
Friday, October 3rd.  at The Rudder Club in Orange Park.
For $10.00 per person, dinner and live music by BOFUS
will be provided.  Chef Vernon will be providing a
special menu for this event. In addition, we will be
raffling for valuable prizes including  PGAcertificate
for 2 rounds of golf ($400), C. Ford Riley print ($250),
portable grill ($150), Phillips DVD player with HDMI
($100), lounge chairs, Starbucks coffee and much more.
Registration for the women’s race on Saturday, October
4th and pick-up of t-shirts will also take place during this
party. The event starts at 6:00pm at The Rudder Club
located in Orange Park.
This event is the 3rd women’s race of the 2008 Northeast
Florida Women’s Sailing Network Series and will bring
women of all ages and abilities out to hone their sailing
skills. Classes will include: All-female Spinnaker, All-
female Non-Spinnaker, (new) Mixed Spinnaker, and
Mixed Cruiser.  A female must be at the helm at all
times.  In the Mixed Classes, there must be no more than
50% male.  Once again the Hennrietta “Hank” Jefferies
Trophy will be up for grabs.  It is given to the skipper of
the all-female crew who places first on corrected time in
this regatta.  The race will also take place at The Rudder
Club on Saturday, October 4th with late registration at

12:30.  Skipper’s meeting at 2pm and the race will start
at 3pm.
For those of you who prefer to plan a little further in
advance, mail-in registrations will be accepted until
October 2nd.  This year Dinner tickets may also be
purchased in advanced for $10.00 with children under
12, $5.00. Visit www.sailjax.comor our website for
Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions. 
New this year, pre-order your t-shirts and/or caps at
http://coralreefsailing.net/hands_on_the_helm1. Order
your favorite size and style by September 23rd to ensure
pick up of t-shirts and/or cap at the Pre-Race Celebration
Party on Friday, October 3rd.  Special note: In order to
waive shipping at checkout, please enter- EventPickUp-
in the Coupon/Code box. By placing this code in the
box, there will be no shipping charges. There may be a
limited supply of t-shirts available at the event.  Both
women styles and men styles in cotton or microfiber are
available along with caps. 
For additional information, visit:
www.handsonthehelm.comor contact Joan Rogers,
Regatta Chairman at 220-5839 or at handsonthehelm@earthlink.net
Remember this event raises money for Hubbard House
which provides programs and services for men, women,
and children in Duval and Baker counties to help make
“Every Relationship violence-free”.  All proceeds will
benefit Hubbard House. 
Many thanks to our sponsors: St. Barts Yachts, Ortega
Yacht Club Marina and Sadler Point.
We’re still looking for additional sponsors for the event.

See you on Friday, October 3rd!
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