July - 2008

The (indscocf

Program for
the General
Meeting
Thursday,
July 17th:

St. Johns Racing
Tactics and
Experiences by
Past Commodoe
Tom Davis and
New Lines and
Halyards by
Tommy Holland.
Read the details
on the Vice
Commodore’s
Log on page 5

Tnp to the Abacos

By Commodore Chuck Fields

If you think time flies at home, just try going on vacatiden days in the

Abacos islands of the Bahamas went by like a I8eems like you get there and
the next thing you know you are back at the airport with a nice tan and a suitc:
full of dirty clothes.

There were a few NFCC members in the Bahamas this summer both racing at
cruising. Jim Callahan and his wife Barbara were there al®sadsr. Bob
McClemens broughBananasdown with the help of John Spierre and some
friends from up north. Linda Jones and Marianne Davis came down for race
week in theAbacos and crewed abodBdeaking Vihd. Yes that is actually a

boat nameThere was also a good representation from thaugustineYacht

Club. KarenwWeimar and | did some cruising with GgeAlston and Karen
Przysucha aboar8unseekeie had a wonderful time with them and they were
the greatest of hosts.

We arrived on July=land met them at the Conch Inn MariAfter a few

welcome libations we went to dinner at Snappas and of course a few more
libations. In the morning we walked to the local store called Maxsvill
provisions After the ship stores were well stored, we slipped out of the Marina
and had a nice sail going around YNlale into théAtlantic and to No Name

Cay That
evening we too

a dingy ride to
the beach and
walked to the
Atlantic side of
the CayAfter a
nice walk we
returned to
Sunseeker to
bake a chicken
We had rice an g
a nice salad for -
sides. R
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theAtlantic side and did some snorkeling on the reef Back toSunseekemup anchor and we were on our
there.We saw some beautiful fish and the biggest lobsteay to Greermurtle Cay Had a wonderful sail and

| have ever seen. It would not be an exaggeration to sagchored near New Plymoutive walked about and

the tail was as big in diameter as my calf. | took sometook in the sights at this quaint little towrtoSped in

pictures with the cheesy
underwater camera | bough
but since it was full of water
by the time we returned |
doubt that they will come ot

After our snorkeling
adventure we pusunseeker
under sail and headed to
Fiddlers Cay for the
“Cheesebuger in Paradise”
party It was kind of like
spring break for sailors.
There were boats of every
description and hundreds o
people.The best part was
free bugers and free rum |,
drinks.We stayed F
until about 4:30 then

sailed to Manjack Ca

for the night.

It was kind of hot that
night but the bad part
was the mosquitoes.
Let's just say it was a
miserable night on
Sunseekeior everyone
At one point during the
night Geoge soaked
himself in bug repellen
| was using a small
battery fan and the onl

the “Pineapple Bar” and

?W had a drink called
“Pirates Passion”.
Maybe two.

Near the pavilion for
the award ceremony
for the first leg, we
found the locals were
selling dinnersThey
had barbeque chicken
and pork ribsThey
also had fried fish
and chicken with
several kinds of rice.
The best was the

%ﬁ] fresh conch salad

4 served chilled with
lots of lime and
chopped vegetables. It
was hard to find and
usually not served in
restaurantsyou pretty
much had to come
upon someone making
it. At 6:00 pm the
Bacardi tent started
serving drinks called
“Pirate Juice” These
drinks were served in
buckets After the
award ceremony the
band started and by
this time more than a

way | found comfort {h@

was to cover myself few buckets had been

with a sheet and then place consumedA lot of dancing and fun was had by all.
the fan on the edge of the sheet so it would kind of

inflate the sheet. It would keep me cool and the sheet
was keeping the bugs away

The weather was nice when we weighed anchor and
headed south from Gre@iurtle. But just as we were
going out around th&/hale a squall caught up to Wse
As the sun rose the mosquitoes vanished. It was a  got our sails down ahead of it and motored through the
beautiful dayWe took the dingy to shore and walked worst of it.We figured we were due som&C and some
around the Cay to th&tlantic side and took a swiriVe  dock time at this point. Everything at Great Guana Cay
also saw some pretty good sized stinggatbng the was full; Man-O-VWr Cay was too faso we went back
beach on the inside when we walked back. to the Conch Inn at Marsh Harb@ifter a slow morning
we went to CurlyTails so Geaye could check up on
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things on the internet and we had a couple of cold Anchoring there we took the dingy over to Pete’
Kaliks (Bahamian beer). Pub andAt Gallery. Some very unusual bronze

sculptures with nautical themekhis foundry also made
We left the Marina and headed back to Great Guana ftie trophies for race week. Had lunch and a few Kalik
the party at Grabb&s. But before the party at Grabbersthen headed north and anchorediino Cut. We went
we walked over to Nippé&s Bar and RestauranflThis is over to Lower Elbow Cay and took a walk and then a
a great spot known throughout the area for its Sundayswim. After that we took the dingy to Lubbers Quarter
parties.The location is outstanding as it overlooks the to a restaurant called CrackesPad a drink or two then
beautifulAtlantic. We then headed to Grabbefor the  went back and made dinner 8anseeker

third party of theAbacos RegattalVe ate, drank and
danced till late. In the morning after breakfast we took the dingy back

over to Elbow Cay and did some snorkeling then started
Still feeling like going south, we left Great Guana and our last sail back to Marsh Harb@n the way we
headed for Hop&own. Anchored outside the harbor andtopped just south of Marsh Harbor at a place called

took the dingy m}? Mermaid Reef for some of
in. Our first stop ?W the best snorkeling of the
was the light trip. More fish than you
house there. It i could countAnd in every
still in operation color. We even caught a
and uses glimpse of a Moray eel.
kerosene to this Geoge had a new Sony 10
day There was | mega pixel camera with a
beautiful view water proof case. He took
from up there. some really beautiful

We walked pictures About that time a
through the troop of Boy Scouts
HarborView showed up and started
Inn to the feeding the fish cheerios.
Atlantic side They went crazy.

and tried to go

snorkeling but | Back at Marsh Harbor we
was too rough. had one more dinner on
So we went up to the outside bar at the Sunseekerhad a nice

hotel and had fried conch and libations while a little  night's sleep after a few rum drinks at Cuflgils and
squall blew throughAfter the rain we walked back then it was time for us to return homéle helped them
down the harbor to a place called Captain Jadks. move to the fuel dock and said our goodbydwey are

stayed till happy hour then played a few cards of bingan their way home as | write this and | wish them well. |
Then we headed back 8unseekebefore the sun set. Inwant to thank them for taking us in and sharing their
the morning we went back into the harbor for provisioredventure. It was a truly wonderful experien\d&e. plan
and ended up getting a bag of stone crab for that mightd get together when they return to go over our photos
dinner and good times.

Leaving HopeTown we went to Sandy Cay to snorkel | can see why so many people want to go toAibecos.
but it was too rough. So we sailed down ymyard Cay The locals are nice and go out of their way to be helpful.
There were signs that said part of the island was privalde waters are pristine and beautifthe

so we stayed away from thele kayaked over and Abacos is truly a wonderful destination ¢
walked and swam amongst beautiful clear turquoise sailors. One day | would like to return. Q ~
waters Along this beach | found 10 Ige sea biscuits. In 1 )

the morning after our swim, we headed for Little Harbor

v
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Cruisin@gnke eduaional

By Cuise Captains Bill &8Beverly Piece

Five boats made the trip to Cumberland Island for the
fourth of July Three of us stopped at Lasgharina in
St. Mary’s July 3 for a night. We awoke Friday to a
great ‘small town 4of July festival’. Booths with
vendors lined the streets where they had an early
morning 10K run and a morning paradés far as |
know NFCC was not represented in the 10K unless our
Treasurer entered.

Sunset off B&B in Cumberland Sound July 4 ™, 2008
We left 8. Mary’s around noon and motored to
Cumberland Sound where we dropped the hook an
prepared for happy hour @&B, buigers on the grill
and fireworks.We watched Fernandirgadisplay and
then $. Mary’s which won best of show by our votes.
After the fireworks QuicksandandKnapp Tme cast of
their lines to dingy back to their boats or so they
thought. One was under manual power and the other
forgot to stop and fill up before coming overB&B. : , , ) .
We launched&B's dingy and foun@uicksands dingy dlstant‘. We had quite a bit of rain and qf course rain is a
rowing/towingKanpp Tme's dingy Did | mention it great time to try our re-anchor drill again.sléspecially

was dark and they had drifted a few hundred yards? §8tertaining when your windless stops working at night

now we hadB&B towing Knapp Tmewho was towing N the rain.
Quicksand Everyone made it safely back to their boats , _
and settled in for a quiet night exc@&B who seems Now before | move on to our next cruise, let me explain

to enjoy late night re-anchoring drills. It keeps the creWny NFCC cruises can be educational. One night while
alert or annoyedYou be the judge. anchored at Cumberland our astute NFCC cruisers had

group discussion of time and distand¥e observed that

Saturday we explored the island and went to the beacH1€ Stars were very far awafretty profound stétion't
Don't trust the signs that say % mile to the beach. you think! Then we decided after several 'adult o
Someone had some fun placing those signs around thB€Verages to try and compute how far a light year is in
paths. We had members saying they would never walierms of miles or exactly how far does light travel in one
the island againAt least that the interpretation for the C@léndar year (warming, darity this at home or after

Windscoop. Along the way we saw several horses andseveral adult beverages). For those who missed our
study group I'll list the formula and results:

d DungenessThe beach was refreshing and we managed
to find a much shorter %2 mile path back to the Ice
Museum dock.

Saturday eveningnapp Tmebrought some awesome
spaghetti tdB&B. We had dinner and another fireworks
display This one was naturgdisplay and quite a
lightening show B&B was very happy that is was

d=c*
=(2.9979*10"8 m/s)*(3.1557*10"7 s)
=9.4605*10"15 meters
or ~9,500,000,000,000 kilometers
or ~5,900,000,000,000 miles

Next cruise we will carry the discussion further
Consider this; suppose that a child is born on Earth in
the year 2000.0u are on an imaginary planet that is
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94.6 trillion kilometers away from Earth and V C d

looking through a very high-powered telescope ICe OI I " I lO Or U{\) g
and you witness this chilsl'third birthday

party How old is that child on Earth at the G Uy Anderson

time you are watching the chidthird

birthday party? Well, we are in Florida& summer sailing seasoithat means

dealing with heat and sunscreen, summer lightning and rain,
As a racer I'd like to respectfully submit that  growth on the boat bottom, and looking for late afternoon sea
when you saw me finish is not when | actually breezes. | recently had a phone conversation with an
finished. Therefore | should have time taken acquaintance that sails in Canadian waters for four months of tr
off my elapsed time?And you thought there ~ Year He is just totally engaged with the great weather that they
was no sailing application to our study of the are having in Ontario now that the black fly has had its season,
speed of light? and they can comfortably sail for the next ten to twelve weeks.
Getting their sailing season in before they pull the boats for the
Enough education, our next cruise is the Full Winter and worry about covering the boat- and not with a bimini-
Moon Raft Up at Hallows' Cove. The Klimas ~but with a heavy tarp that will allow them to keep the snow and
have graciously invited us to brunch again ancice of the boat, thas their summer objective. | vote for bimini

if conditions permit to party on their docks and SPF 30 and Sailing in Florida conditions.

Saturday night. So we’ll proceed as if the
weather will cooperate and allow us to anchor The report is that we have a number of NFCC members enjoyin

off the Klimas houseA power boat will be Abaco RacéVeek. Hope to hear great stories of enjoyable time:s
available to bring you ashore. Check the and good racingWe will try and make that part of teigust

cruising section of the web site for details on social hour at NFCC oAugust 2t.
what to bring and land/sea directionde’ll be

developing a menu thatadaptable to both the For Julys NFCC Monthly Meeting (July Ty we are featuring
Klimas dock and our alternative anchorage at two speakersS Johns Racingaktics and Experiencesill be

Hallows Cove.Then plan on joining us presented by Past Commoddi@n Davis. He will present his
Sunday morning for Brunch (again check the Observations concerning racing and sailing bddns river
web site for time and directions via land and using the currents, channels, and the variable winds to move
sea). your boat along étiently. Next,New Lines and Halyals

Tommy Holland will tell us about the advantages of the new
Don't forget the Fernandina race and cruise at materials used for modern halyards and lines on boats. If you
the end ofAugust and the Rear Commodare’ are equipping aAmericas Cup yacht or your cruising boat for
Cruise/NFCC 40Anniversary Celebration here in northern Florida, you can benefit from the new
September '3 More details on those events technology that is available. Come and hear from two veterans

in next monthdVindscoop and at the  ~ of & Johns Sailing about making your sailing experience easier
~ N .
August general meeting. 4 safer and more enjoyable.

e

I Hands on the Hdm A uction 1

Our 5™ Annual Hands on the Helm Auction will take
place at the General Meeting on September 18". All

| proceeds from this event will benefit Hubbard House. |
We still need boat related items for the event. If you

[ have an item that you would like to donate, please [

i contact one of our Board Members. i



North Florida Cruising Club 1968 2008

Hands on the
Helm for Hubbard House

In a few short months thennual Hands on the Helm for Hubbard House

will be taking place on October 3 4" Over the last 10 years this event

has contributed over $40,000 to Hubbard HouBeis year we want to raise
over $10,000.With your help, we can achieve this goal.

It is truly an event filled with competition, compassion, and hope. Since
inception, the Hands on the Helm for Hubbard House Regatta on.the S
Johns River have played host to women sailboat racers (& men) for a
weekend full of great food, fun, music, ftafprizes and serious women
sailboat racing. More importantlthis event has raised money for Hubbar
House which provides programs and services for men, women, and chil
in Duval and Baker counties to help make “Every Relationship violence-
free”.

We still need your help to help make this happ®alunteers are still neede
to go out and meet with businesses in their community to provide a proc
or service item for the riiés and silent auction portion of the evere
more donated items that we have, the more money we can raise for Hu
House. Business letters ahax receipts will be available at the upcoming
General Meeting.They will also be available on the website.

For more information, contact Joan Rogers via emaib@irs17@earthlink.net

or at 631-6152. Sponsorships are still available for the event. If you knc
anyone who would like to be a sponsor for this event, please contact Jo
Rogers (631-6152) or Beverly Pierce (821-9443).

Plans are still underway for this event. On Friday evening, Octéb&o
5pm till 20pm, our band for the evening will include Dave Montgomery &
dinner will be provided byernon Dean.We will be registering boats for
Saturdays race, too. Saturdaytace will start later in the day this year to
provide for the late afternoon breeze.

Remember this race is th& face in theNomens Series. Only women can
be at the helmThe classes this year includdl Female SpinnakeAll
Female Non-SpinnakeMixed Crew Spinnaker (new), and Mixed Crew
Cruiser

Mark this event on
YOUR calendar and
make plans to attend!

Joan Rogers,
Rear Commoder

BOAR
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EMBERS

Chuck Fields, Commodore
C 631-1462
iskagua@comcast.net

Guy Anderson, Vice Commodore
H 396-6382
guykanderson@worldnet.att.net

Joan Rogers Rear Commodore

C 631-6152
jrogersl7@earthlink.net

Dave Kyser, Race Capin
C 631-2926
davekyser@yahoo.com

Bill & Beverly Pier ce Cruise Caphins

H 821-9443
bnb38@comcast.net

Adam Norwood, Secreary
C 237-7785
ahnorwood@comcast.net

John Spierre, Treasurer
H 619-5891
jspierre@gmail.com

Margar et Dean, Director
H 398-1165
kuhndean@comcast.net

Bill Luebker, Director
H 288-7666
rasasayang@comcast.net

Karen Weimar, Director
H 613-0404
karen.weimar@bms.com

Ana Costa, Windscoop Editor

and Webmistress
C 910-2212
aninhaw79@yahoo.com
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Dousing the Chute

By your Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser

Halfway around our Course

Next month, August 30", we’ll conduct the Herb Elphick
Memorial offshore race from Mayport to Fernandina.
(Long weekend) This is a terrific cruise and race, as we
stay in Fernandina Saturday night after the race, then
cruise up to Cumberland Island Sunday morning.
Cumberland is a beautiful spot with wild horses roaming
around, deer, and lots of birds for the wildlife enthusiasts.
| personally have also seen Alligators and wild hogs up
near Brickhill Bluff. There is a dinghy dock for us to
come ashore at, the Sea Camp dock. There are showers
ashore at Cumberland, and a short walk-through to the
beach. On the Southern end of the Island are the ruins of
the Dungeness Mansion, and standing in front of it and
comparing it to the pictures of how it existed in the 1920’s
is a real experience. We will take registrations at the
August general meeting and by mail. More on this
race/cruise next month, but plan now for your weekend
getaway!

Up Next

“Hands-on-the-Helm for Hubbard House” (Women'’s
Regatta) coming up October 4.

| want to again mention that the ladies need volunteers,
help, and donations for this event. It may sound a long
way off, but there’s a lot of organization and fund-raising
that goes with that, so please look for opportunities to
help out on this very worth-while charity regatta.

Finally

The Fall River Race has been rescheduled from the NAS
JAX Airshow weekend (Oct 25") to Saturday, November
22 2008. This is going to be a fun race with a major
party after the race, our end-of season celebration.
Check out the website, which is updated regularly, for
more details on coming events.

Race Captain Dave Kyser
davekyser@yahoo.com
(904) 631-2926 C

Capt. David P. Kyser

Marine Surveyor
NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES

USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed
Surveys Comply with USCG, ABYC, and NFPA standards
Pre-purchase Condition & Valuation Surveys

Appraisals, Damage Inspection

Maritime Consulting & Expert Witness

No Travel Charges in FL

WWW.niagarayachtservices.com

7234 Greenway—Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 Fax (866) 893-6648

davekyser@yahoo.com
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Upcoming Events
17 July = General Meeting @ Florida Gun &
Tackle Club
16 August = Full Moon Raft-up at Hallowes Cove.
21 August = General Meeting @ Florida Gun &
Tackle Club
30 August = NFCC Herb Elphick Memorial,
Offshore Mayport to Fernandina. (Race & Cruise)
2 - 4 September = Rear Commodore’s Cruise
4 October = NFCC HOH for Hubbard House,
Women'’s Regatta, St. Johns River.

Rear Commigdbie
Annlversary Cruise

LandlublsParty

This event will take place the weekend of September
12" (Friday) through September"l@unday). Cruise

to Beach Marine Friday evening or Saturday and stay
the weekend. LandlubberParty will take place
SaturdaySeptember ¥zt Billy's Boathouse Girill

located at 2321 Beach Blvd. (241-9771) starting at 4pm

2008

Party goers will enjoy aAppetizer Bufet including
Roasted Oysters, Peel'n’Eat Boiled Shrimp, Conch
Fritters, Fish Fingers, Caesar Salad topped with either
grilled or blackened Chicken and\heel House Dip,
including a champagne toast to celebrate ouir 40
Anniversary for the Club, and dancing withe Bush
Doctors BandTea and water will be available along
with a cash barCost for the event is $20.00 which
includes tax and tip.Boaters will be able to dock at
Beach Marine from Friday to Sundalylore
information regarding boat dockage will be provided
soon.

Keep and eye out for your personal invitation to attend
this event. Our 40Anniversary only comes around
once, so come on out and celebrate!

Rear Commodore Joan Rogers



