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Well, I hope everyone enjoyed this
year’s Mug Race as much as I did.
The Rudder Club did an outstanding
job putting it all together. I heard the
boats on the North Course had a
rough time, but boats on the South
Course had a blast. My Cape Dory
Incommunicadohad a great day. It
must be because I finally got around
to putting some varnish on my teak.
I also repaired the combing that
cracked during last year’s FCOC.
The boat looked quite beautiful if I
must say. I moved her down to
Palatka on Thursday, stayed at
the City dock for one night, and
then moved to the dock at the
Holiday Inn.

On race day my crew members
were Karen Weimar and Bob
McClemens. We had a great
start, trimmed the boat well and
flew ahead of the fleet. We
stayed with the spin boats the
whole way to the Shands Bridge.
Just north of the bridge the wind
died. It was hard watching the
boats behind us that still had
wind just sail right up to us, but
all we could do was just sit there.
When they arrived to our
location they stopped just like
we did. We all stayed that way
for about an hour. Then the wind
clocked around from the north
and it was a beat to the finish
line. It was a simple matter of

tactics. Tacking into the pockets of
air and keeping the sails trimmed. As
the day wore on the wind started to
build. We had the rail in the water
the last few miles. We finished at
6:19 PM, taking second place in our
PRPH non-spin class. We even beat
a few spin boats to the finish line.

I hope to see everyone at this
month’s general meeting. Our Vice
Commodore, Guy Anderson has a
great presentation for us. 

Sail fast, live slow.

Mug Racing!!
Commodore Chuck Fields

Rasa Sayang looking pretty good at the
Mug Race. Thanks Joan for the great photo!



Dock Captains
Amity: John & Louise Spierre on Soros
Cailin, Soverel 26’
Bulls Bay/Pier 3: Rick Elbracht on
Changing Channels, Hunter 35.5
EFYC: Allen Jones on Bernoulli,
Pearson 36’
GCSM: Chuck Fields on
Incommunicado, Cape Dory 25’
Lamb’s Marina: KC Knapp & Katy
Sullivan on m/v Knapp Time, 
Marine Trader 38’

Still need Dock Captains at:Mandarin
Holiday, Beach Marine, Holland
Marine and Ortega Yacht Club Marina.

The NFCC Dock Captain Program is
being reinstituted to aid in membership
recruitment. Dock Captains are
encouraged to promote the NFCC to
fellow active sailors at their local
marina. Dock Captains will get NFCC
Dock Captain business cards and
membership forms to hand out, and will
receive a special NFCC Burgee (Like
the one above) after recruiting their
first new member.  If you have a boat at
a marina where sail-boaters frequent,
please consider volunteering as a Dock
Captain. Contact Dave Kyser with
name, boat name & type, marina, slip,
etc. E-mail to davekyser@yahoo.com

If you frequent a spot where there’s
fellow sail-boaters, but you’re boat isn’t
berthed there, be sure to carry NFCC
Membership application/flyers with you
and promote the club!  Don’t forget to
write your name in on the “Sponsor”
line.  Flyers are available at the General
Membership Meetings.

Destination St. Augustine City M arina
Cruise Captains Bill and Beverly Pierce

Saturday May 24th is our race to St. Augustine and cruise to the City
Marina.  At press time we have only a couple of slips left from our
allotment.  If you haven’t contacted B&B for a reservation don’t waste
any more time.  E-mail (bnb38@comcast.net)or call (821-9443) us today.

Typically we will arrive over a few hours period Saturday afternoon.
Therefore we have no formal plans for Saturday evening.  However, I
understand we will gather at Tradewinds lounge at some point to find out
the race results.  Check out your Race Captain’s article for details.

Ponte Vedra has the TPC.  NFCC has the NFCCPPT.  That’s right, the
North Florida Cruising Club’s Putt Putt Tournament.  Unfortunately we
have been unable to get the sponsorship necessary to have a Waterford
Crystal trophy.  We did secure a nice glass enclosure which just so
happens to have an adult beverage inside.  Bet the TPC trophy doesn’t
taste that good!  So make your round on the course and turn you card in
to the Cruise Captains.  The prize will be awarded at the June general
meeting.

Sunday we plan to go across the street to O.C. Whites for brunch.  B&B
will get with them Saturday to make arrangements.  We’ll make an
announcement when we are able to gather for races results.  If all else
fails stop by B&B or give us a call.  Then it’s off to reggae Sunday at the
Conch house.  More fun, sun, food, and beverages.

One word of caution for anyone transiting the ICW: the good news is that
the Beach Blvd. drawbridge is retired.  A new 65’fixed bridge is ½
complete and has two-way traffic replacing the drawbridge.  The steel
draw span is in the process of being dismantled.  During this process the
channel under the bridge is closed weekdays daily from 7AM - 5PM
except for one hour at about noon to 1PM.  While plans indicate that this
process will be complete well before Memorial Day weekend I would
recommend checking ahead of time if you plan to pass this part of the
ICW on a weekday.  Saturday, Sunday and/or Monday of Memorial Day
weekend it should be open with no obstructions.

See you in St. Aug!
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Thanks to Manual Lluberas for giving us helpful hints on how to cruise in
the Seychelles.  It was great that we now know how to get there - via air or
water.  I’ll choose the air route with some serious stopovers along the way, if
you don’t mind.  Great pictures and good information.  

For May we have another presentation talking about long cruises. “Along
cruise” is defined as longer than from Julington Creek to Palatka.  Rob
Dehann will be telling us about part of his voyage from South Africa to the
Caribbean and then into Jacksonville.  And that is from a person that calls
Australia his home.  This voyage wasn’t made in a fiberglass/gelcoated boat
- this was the wooden boat.  Come see and hear some of these interesting
adventures and misadventures.  Plenty of pictures and an interesting
narrative.  

For anyone wearing an authentic Tilley - the vice commodore will buy your
first drink.  For anyone wearing a t-shirt with the Australian Flag displayed,
the commodore will buy your first drink during social hour.  

At the June meeting we will make the presentation of funds from First Coast
Offshore Challenge to Safe Harbor Boys Home.  Our new treasurer is
getting all of the numbers together and we will have a final accounting in
May.  FCOC 2009 planning has started.  The Oversight Committee is
looking for people that are interested in helping to
expand and improve this event.  If you are interested
in becoming involved please let anyone of the current
committee know and you will be welcomed.

Vice Commodore’s Log
Guy Anderson
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iskagua@comcast.net
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davekyser@yahoo.com
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Burgees Needed:
NFCC members Lyn and Lew Everline are out cruising-
heading for the Caribbean in a few days. Latest reports

have them heading for Turks and Caicos this week.
Their NFCC burgees have been flying since they left
Jacksonville last summer and the burgees are now

history - wind worn and tattered. Lew and Lyn need a
little help in flying the NFCC colors across the southern
waters. If you have a used burgee that you can part
with, send it to me and I will get it delivered - even if I

have to fly down to meet them in person. That’s a
sacrifice that I will make just to support a NFCC

member.
Guy Anderson,

Vice Commodore

FCOC 2008 Surplus Sale
White FCOC 2008 shirts available- men or
women’s, short or long sleeve.
SPECIAL: Skipper’s Canvass Bags from
FCOC 2008 $12.00 a piece. Limited quantity.
Call Guy (396-6382) in order to place order
and Guy will bring them to the May Monthly
meeting.



First things first
The NFCC St. Augustine Race & Cruise is upon us!
May 24th is the date; the Notice of Race and Sailing
Instruction are up at our website (nfccsail.com) and the
FCSA site (sailjax.com).  The St. Augustine Race &
Cruise is returning to the City marina this year.  I love
being at the City Marina because we’re able to walk
into town, enjoy the beauty & fun of St. Augustine, and
party with our friends.  Many folks move their boats up
to Back River, Sister’s Creek, Mayport, or Beach
Marine on Friday the 23rd of May, and then head out to
do the race that Saturday morning.  Pay attention to
the currents Saturday morning!  Saturday afternoon we
come together again at St. Augustine Municipal
Marina.  On Saturday night, after everybody’s had
showers & dinner, head over to the Tradewinds
Lounge for a cocktail and to find out results of the
race, socialize with our fellow sailors, and get your
flags, if you rate one!  We get to party together on
Saturday evening and all day Sunday.  Racers, if
you’re so inclined, can go out and do the ‘round the
buoys race that St. Augustine Yacht Club is doing that
Sunday. We’ll then motor back up the ditch on the
Monday. (Holiday)  Check out the Cruise Captains’
article for more details.  
Come join the fun!

Summer Sailing upon us
After the St. Augustine Cruise/race, we are into a very
predictable pattern for several months.  There’s a
reason why there’s very few sailing events scheduled
June to August; there’s no wind during the day,
punctuated by thunderstorms in the afternoon.  Let me
let you in on a little secret to sailing the St. Johns in
the summer; don’t do it in the day-time!  However,
there are two opportunities you need to avail yourself
of; first, the Friday evening “Beer-can” races out of the
Rudder Club.  Second; evening sailing!  
Why do we not sail during the day in the summer?
Well, it’s hot, and there’s no wind as typically during
the summer, frontal effect systems have stopped
blitzing us west-to east and we’re under a “Bermuda
High” which is a large area of high pressure, typified by
steady pressure for a long ways, therefore, no wind.
During the day, heating overland makes the warm air
rise. Later in the afternoon, you can see evidence of
this by watching the cumulous clouds “pop” seemingly
out of nowhere.  When you see them build large and
the tops grow and blow out, they’re ready to make

weather!  As the warm air rises and the cumulous
pops, the cool air over the ocean rushes in to fill the
void.  We feel this as a “Sea-breeze.”  It happens first
at the beach, and then spreads towards the center of
the land-mass. (Remember, this is happening on the
Gulf side, too.)  At some point, the warm, moist air
rising causes the thunderstorms to break out, usually
along the front of cool air rushing in under it.  These
storms, as many of you have witnessed, can be very
violent, but are usually short-lived.  When the cool air
from offshore gets sucked into the cells, or the cells
themselves die out, they tend to dissipate, and you’ll
see the tops getting blown off. (An anvil-like
appearance)  This is one of the points where sailors
can be surprised by high winds, called downdrafts or if
severe, “Micro bursts.”  Micro bursts are the cool air
from very high up crashing down because now it is
heavier.  Be wary of these on the river.  A good
warning is the reversal of the wind direction. (About
180 degrees)  The wind that was being sucked into the
cell, (warm air going aloft) then turns around as the cell
passes its “Mature” stage and the warm air that went
aloft now cools and comes back down, hits the water
right under the cell that produced it, and blows out
around it in the opposite direction it was going a few
moments before!  Some of you have experienced this
rude surprise, sailing away from a thunderstorm with
winds going towards it, and all of a sudden, forty knots
(Or more) of breeze coming from the opposite
direction! 

OK, have your eyes glazed over with all this weather
talk yet?  Let’s get to the good stuff.
Sailing the St. Johns at night is beautiful.  After the
thunderstorms have dissipated, and usually near
sunset, the Sea-breeze tends to fail and eventually a
nice offshore breeze fills in, and feels like a steady
Westerly on the river.  (All the warm air that went aloft
is now coming down and blowing back toward the
ocean.)  As you sail along in this steady breeze, the
sweet smells of the many flowering things on land mix
in the air, you have the river to yourself; the water is
not choppy because it is a westerly, and the twinkle of
the shoreline lights and the downtown skyline make for
a very romantic setting.  So in the summer-time, take
time to enjoy an evening sail!  Sail until the breeze
drifts away into the sweet sounds of anchor chain
paying out, island music, and ice cubes in a tumbler…

Race Captain Dave Kyser
davekyser@yahoo.com
(904) 631-2926 C

Reaching to Leeward
By your Race Captain (And Past-Commodore) Dave Kyser
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Cruising the
Internet
By Dave Kyser

Cruising the Waterways
Many of us have cruised the Intra-coastal
Waterway, or the ICW.  We do our research; check the
tides, currents, weather, and supplies on our boat.  We
have our chart right in the cockpit with us, and even
have the GPS pre-programmed.  Yet, when we cruise the
internet, we often set sail unprepared.

The Digital Waterways
The internet is an incredible thing.  As boaters, we can
waste lots of time aimlessly cruising around in search of
useful websites.  Googlewill probably go down as one
of the most significant causes of mankind’s leap in
knowledge, since the development of computers.  My
boy, Gabriel, thinks Google is a verb; it’s just something
you do to help you finish your homework.  I think
Google is an incredibly powerful tool; you can find a
place to look at boats, find sailing news, or find the
widget with an inside diameter of 1/4”, not the 3/8” one
in all the stores.  Remember the days of actually plotting
a course on a chart, and then figuring out True-to-
Magnetic conversions for Course-to-steer?  There’s
probably websites that do that for you now too…there
are so many boating-related sites on the web it is
impossible to keep track.

Our Updated NFCC Website
This brings me to my point.  We’ve had many
webmasters in the past, and I appreciate the
contributions of them all.  Ana and I have just taken
over the NFCC website, and we’d appreciate your input.

First, a few tips to navigate our site:
1) The new home page is at the same URL(address):
www.nfccsail.com
2) The Windscooplink is at the bottom of the home
page, click on the Windscooplogo. 
3) If you need to print a Membership application to
renew your dues or sponsor a new member, there’s a
link at the bottom of the home page.
4) If you need to know where to mail your membership
renewal or how to e-mail a board member, click on the
“Contact Us” tab.
5) Be sure you have a good PDF viewer so you can read
the Windscoopor open many of the other documents and
resources on our site. If you don’t have one, there’s a
link on the website to get one.
6) Click on the “Multimedia” tab to find boating-related
web links, member pages, downloads, resources,
slideshows, and photos.  We will be adding NFCC
History to this page eventually, too.
7) Need a copy of the USCG Rules-of-the-Road?  It’s
there on the Multimedia page, along with the Florida
Safe Boating guide, and other resources & downloads.
8) Active information of a more urgent nature is
scrolling on the front page.  If you want to stop it to read
it (If it’ s scrolling too fast) just put your pointer over it
and it will stop!

We’d like to make our NFCC website your “one-stop
shop” for online sailing.  We are continually upgrading
it, and you can expect to see additional content and
photos there shortly. If you have a suggestion or a
website that as a sailor you find you can’t live without,
e-mail it to Ana or myself and we’ll add it to the
Multimedia page.  
Have fun navigating the internet!

Upcoming Events
15 May = General Meeting at the Florida Gun&Tackle
24 May = NFCC St. Augustine Race, Offshore Mayport
to St. Augustine. (Race & Cruise)
19 June = General Meeting at the Florida Gun&Tackle
30 August = NFCC Herb Elphick Memorial, Offshore
Mayport to Fernandina. (Race & Cruise)
5 October= NFCC HOH for Hubbard House, Women’s
Regatta, St. Johns River.

 

Capt. David P. Kyser 
Marine Surveyor
NIAGARA YACHT SERVICES

��� �  USCG Licensed Master 100GT, Sail & Tow Endorsed
��� �  Surveys Comply with USCG, ABYC, and NFPA standards
��� �  Pre-purchase Condition & Valuation Surveys
��� �  Appraisals, Damage Inspection
��� �  Maritime Consulting & Expert Witness
��� �  No Travel Charges in FL

www.niagarayachtservices.com
7234 Greenway Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32244

(904) 631-2926 - Fax (866) 893-6648
davekyser@yahoo.com



Looking Ahead
From the Rear
Joan Rogers, Rear Commodore

Have you ever wondered if there was a way to keep
track of your boat’s upcoming races, crew, posting
photos, and bragging about your winning results in one
central location?  Tired of calling your crew and
reminding them of the next race, time leaving dock,
etc.? 
Well, I have found just the site for you. 
One day while searching on the internet for something
else, of course, I came across this website –
www.ttsail.com“Telltale software for Sailors”. This site
was created for sailors by sailors. Telltale helps sailors
keep track of their upcoming racing & cruising events,
crew, photos, message boards, and bragging rights. It is
quick and easy. Purchase a domain name- either from
this site ($9.99) or a cheaper site- www.1and1.com
($6.99). There is no hosting fee.  This website is not
limited to just regattas, but also practices, award dinners,
or just about anything you want to put the word out on
for your crew members. For a sample site, go to

www.whisper41038.com.  It is a great site to have
for not only your crew, but also for your family and
friends to see how you are doing throughout the year.
Then when you’ve created your own boat site, send a
link to our webmaster to have it added to our “Members
Boat Pages” section of the NFCC site.

On another note, we have a new date for the Rear
Commodore Cruise.  The date is scheduled for
September 13th.  We are looking at having a 40th

Anniversary Cruise and Roast. Place will be announced
soon.  Mark the date on your calendar.  As
you set up your new website for your boat,
you can add this date for your crew.
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